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lirv|K)ii<lcrant public opinion, lias put the United 
position which virtually compels a resort 

in ihe event of Spain rejecting our demands. 
I \.\u vcr unfortunate it may be that affairs have been 
permitted to take this drift,—and we regard it as 

.uindly and inexpressibly so,—yet it must he c<m- 
I that the country has gradually and half-unwit- 

J\ allowed itself to slide into a belligerent attitude 
which it can hardly recede without humiliation. 
,f the best means of mitigating tliis misfoitune

INSURANCE AND ACTUARIAL SOCIETY OF 
GLASGOW- lies ill a 

10 war We have much pleasure in printing the following 
report of the meeting of this Society.

Hie annual meeting of this Society took place on Monday even 
!"K' '-t'" Match, Hie meeting, I,y |>ei motion of the Governor» of the 

- aaiiow and Wed of Scotland Technical College, liemg held in the 
IfCture loom, Anderaonian Ituildinga, Cleorge Street 

Mr. w A. lipping. the president, in the chair. I he balance .heel 
then submitted shooed tie Society to I, in a most nourishing condi- 
lion, and Mr. lipping congratulated the members upon the satisfac 
lory state Ilf allant, and referred to the excellence of the work that had 
engaged the attention of ihe Society dunng the past session lie there 
alter, m felicitousJcrma, proposed at president for se.sion 1S0S iXoq 
Mr. ». Smith Nicol, I'.I'.A., assistant manager City of Glasgow 
Life Asautance Company, Glasgow, whose election was unanimously 
carried. I lie following office bearers were also elected Vice lues 
venv o'; " Mlwv" B,c mer, Northern Assurance Companv:
in. S. It. Gunn, Scoitrsh Amicable l.ife Assurance Sncietv ; Mi W. 
A. lipping, Scottish Alliance Insurance Company, p'necilllve 
Committee—Mr. P Macneil,t aldonian Insurance Company ; Mr. 11.1. 
I.itdlaw North llrtlitl, and Mercantile Insurance Company; Mr. 
Archibald l.latr, London and lancashire Kite Insurance Company 1 
Mt. I M llarr, I -ancaslnre Insurance Company; Mr. Kolierl lllvth 
geneial manager Union Hank of Scotland, l imned ; Mr. Adam K ' 
budget, Scottish 10111,0-1 ante Life and Accident Assurance Com- 
pany, Limited ; Mr A t.utlirie, (iuardian f ire and l.ife Assurance 
Company, Limited; honorary treasurer, Mr. Slcwart lorwrie, Alii 
ancc Assurance Company ; honorary secretary, Mr. Henry G. An 
drew», Scottish Union and National Insurance Company A sub- 
Committee, consisting of u men,lets of ihe va,ions insurance com. 
pames ill Glasgow, was likewise elected ; and Mr. R. G. Campbell 
Royal Insurance l ompany, was re elected auditor. The President 
then introduced Ur. G. G. Henderson, M.A., K.I.C., professor or 
chemistry, technical College, who proceeded Ur deliver an address 
upon • Risks attcndingihc Use of Petroleum and Acetylene," in ihe 
course of which he introduced some interesting experiments.

We are

it uit
1 'in-

acknowledge it in all its brcailth of significative 
consequence. Up to the present time, politic 

,i-ni,>n anti lo a large extent official opinion have 
i lunl this question chiefly on its emotional side. 
1 st:r close proximity to the scene of conflict has deep 

I the impressions produced by the unparalleled 
sufferings "f the Cubans and the heartless tyranny of
s. |,,iin. With our humane sensibilities thus aroused
t, , the pitch of positive passion, we have seized our 

■ .r,ls almost unconsciously, and without stopping
,,insider what war involves,—how it must widen 

ih, area of bloodshed, how it may carry grief and 
...tiering to homes of hundreds of thousands of our 

citizens, how it may atld to the horrors endured 
|,t the Cubans anti place them beyond reach of the 
cl arities we arc now able to extend to them, and hoxv 
•t max involve destructions and losses alike to Cubans 
and Xmerirans far exceeding anything we can hope 
t,, avert by intervention. When our naval forces 
confront those of Spain within a few hours’ sailing 
di-lance of each other, naturally we turn to some con- 
-ideration of the sacrifiées to which we have lightly 
committed ourselves, and it is to he hoped that this 
counting of the costs may pacifically modify public 
ami official attitudes.

'

I
'

I
compelled to condense the excellent report of 

Dr. Henderson's address forwarded by Mr. Secretary 
Andrews. The lecturer commenced by explaining that 
the risks incurred in transport, storage, sale and use of 
oil in lamps ami stoves arise mainly from the character 
of the oil.

r
The military and naval preparations of both 

trie- have undoubtedly increased the dangers of 
collision from undersigned causes, ft is therefore of 
the utmost importance that no needless fuel he added 
to the prevailing belligerent spirit. Senators anti 
Représentatives should he given to understand that 
ih, re is nothing the sober-minded public so much 
dread and reprobate as their inflaming appeals to 
popular passion. It is well understood that their 
jingoistic harangues have too often no higher purpose 
than the purely selfish one of securing the re-election 
,,f the orators; and this egoistic patriotism will there- 
fnre prove a very mistaken way of bespeaking public 
favor The Congressmen who thus sclfishlv prosti­
tute their high position for precipitating the greatest 
of national misfortunes presume upon a larger lark 
of publie perception than actually exists, and so far 
thc\ (front the publie common sense. Nevertheless, 
it i- not to lie denied that their harangues do very 
seriously aggravate the dangers of the perilous situ­
ât 1 "it. and therefore should he met by unmistakable 
public denunciation. The only hope we have under 
the "implicated circumstances is that tits* President 
1,1:1 v justify his continually professed desire to pre­
sort peace and his confident expectation that war 
will finally he averted. His official power is great, 
and his wisdom ami tact are a match for it; and in 

ih; : there is some hope that a way may be found 
out of our commitments without derogation of tlm 
national honor."

• • •
" \ftcr all. the chief danger to peace lies in the 

stub' .rnness ami unbridled pride of the Spaniard* ; 
and ,ne of the main, hilt little considered, questions 
is- v hat may or may not he done towards modify­
ing -liat obstacle."

coun-

As a means of obviating these risks Dr. 
Henderson suggested the use of properly constructed 
lamps ami the prohibition of the sale of low flash oil 
or, in other words, to compel the manufacturer to separ­
ate the naphtha from the burning oil more completely. 
Although doing this would raise the price of oil the 
increase cost is not too high a price to pay for 
comparative safety. Dealing next with the second 
branch of his subject—“Acetylene"— 1

Hr. Henderson pointed out that it is the peculiar properties of Ihll 
an balance which give rise to the rt-ks alien,Imp il» une », an illuminant 
It 1. a colourless gas, with a strong, peculiar smell, which Inin,» under 
-ullatile Condition» with a brilliantly luminous flame. It i» very in­
flammable, ignites a! a much lowei temperature than coal pan and 
develops great heat in burning. A minute of acetylene with air 
explodes with exception»! violence when ignited, and it has ken 
shown that all inch mixtures containing from j to Si per cent of 
acetylene arc explosive, while mixtures of coal gax with air containing 
h as than 7 or more than y> per cent, of coal gas are not explosive. 
I'm emlcr certain condition», 1. , when liquefied or when »ul,j.-ctrd lo 
.1 greater pressure than two atmospheres, acetylene will explode, or 
rather will decompose into its elements with explosive violence, even 
when unmixed with air, il healed lo a red heat. "

i

.

. . , It is in this respect
e.pecially that acetylene differs from coal gas or any other gaseous 
illuminant. Ills necessary therefore, if acetylene is to I* used with 
safety (1) to avoid any admixture of acetylene with air, ( 1 > to guard 
against the possibility of an explosive decomposition of the gas 
Acetylene is prepared by acting with water on calcium carbide, which 
is now made tiy healing a mixlurc uf powdered lime ami coke or char- 
coal in I lie electric furnace. Calcium carbide itself i, neither combua- 
tilde nor explosive, tail when acted on by water great licet 11 developed, 
so that if a little water were all ied to much caitudc Ihe man might 
become red hot, and, if this happened, Ihe acetylene formel would k 
' ' -I’l'osed explosively. To guard again»! this, in acetylene gener- 

1 1 - ■ ilher the carbide is added to water, a little at a time, or else 
when water is allowed to drip llowlyon Ik cartade, a cooling arrange 
n,enl is provided. 1 k carbide should k of ihe kst quality, or there 
may be formel such substance ax phosphuielted hydrogen, whi h is


