The Son ¢t Man.

By Hexky M Kina, D. D,

HRIST declares Binsef to be * the San of

. Man.”  “ And v <hall wee the S of

Man, sitting on the tght tand o

power, and caming in the Conds of
Besvett * There is danger that th se words may
e sadly anderinterpreted. Dudeed, it i safe t
s that they usually are,  For thee are general-
Iy teferred to the human uatore of Christ, and
stipposed to be simply a declaration of Hi
inmanity, that when h: was born inte the world
wimcteen hundred years ago i the litthe town of
Bethlehem, He took upon Himself ouy form, aned
nattre, and became one of us  They dn 1 n
that, but as witl be ev'd n, v ottean vastly
more, With the declaration of His humanity,
there i also contained a declaration of His
Messialiship,  This phrase is taken from the O
Testament, and Christ st have used it ina
way 1o be understood by the devout Jews,

In the book of Daniel (7013, 1) we find the
original words in a most remarkable connection,
‘1 saw in the night visions, and, behold, one
like the Son of Man came with the clouds of
heaven, and came to the ancient of days, and they
brought Him near before Him.  And there was
given Eim dominion, and glory and a kingdom,

that 41 people, nations, and tanguages should

serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting de
minion which shall not pass away, and His king-
dom that which shall not be destroyed.”  "Pliese
words are taken from the prophet's vision, A«
another has said, **The language is obvionsly
poetic, and is used to suggest the unapproachable
stiperiority of the kingdom of heaven to the
E'ngdows of the world. The expression ‘one
ltke unto a Son of Man' is equivalent, therefore,
to ‘one resembling mankind.' "

It should be remembered that with the excep
tion of Stephen's speech these words are nsed in
the New Testament only by Clrist himself,
Clrist therefore claimed, again and again, this
old Messianic prophecy as fulfilled in Himself.
!t represents the Messiah as the Founder of a
kingdom that should be superior to the ancient
world powers, and should coniinue forever and
tier. So His answer means. ‘I am the
Messiah foretold by the ancient prophets of God,
wiil am come to found an everlasting kingd m *’

Itis not enough, therefore, to say that these
words, “the Son of Man,” contain simply
declaration of Christ's human nature and oneness
with mankind.  They declare him to be the
Mcssiah of God, the Founder of a universal ard
creilisting kingdom, in whom the imperishable
hope of the Jews and the indestructible desire of
I nations should be fulfilled. In no single
i1t tince where Christ used this title, does it refer
Iy or primarily to His human descent or to
L dentification with our race,

bid vet Tlwe to believe that it includes that: !

«itwhen Christ calls Himself ** the Son of
u."" He acknowledges as actual His brotherly
iition to every son and daughter of Adam. As
12 Messiah was to be born of a virgin, so Christ
e ame the Child of Mary by actual sonship. He
wos a child, a genuine child, and not an infant
tweostiosity, He spake as a child, understood as
Wild, loved as achild and grew as a child,
was  very like other children of
uid age, though it must be believed with a
sinre affectionate disposition, and a heart withont
to taint of sin,  He was * made of a woman,”
* seriptures assure us, ' He took not on Him
i nature of angels, but the sced of Abraham.
And so He grew up to genuine manhocd, not
only with His human relations and obligations,
It also with certain obvious human limitations,
I1e experienced hunger and thirst and weariness
ot body, never once putting forth His super-
natural power to relieve His own need or minister
to any selfish interest.  He experienced sorrow
now and loneliness and anguish of mind. One
of the most remarkable proofs of His humanity
is found in the word “He wept."" e fell pros-
trate on the earth beneath the load He carried,
and cried out to the sleeping disciples, ** Could
ve not watch with me an hour.”” He bowed
under the weight of His ;v;n cross, and then
dicd upon it. He experienced temptation, as we
doin tg: moral conflicts of life, being tempted in
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like as we are, yet without sin: still
A evers severe e @ muiter withi evil,

Y hanmles and ndefild, @ lamb withoug
femise amd without spot. Thotgli often «xers

Cirtng the povwer of ommiseivuee, He at Jeast in
one instanee confossed FHis ignaranee, sqs ing “of
that iy and that hous Ktoweth no man, not even
the Son of Man. "

Al this puts L into svmpathy with s, and
driws out oyr hearts to him o loving confidence.
Anr 1 hngry and we v, sowns Christ, Am [
lontelv nid sad even unto tears? 8o was Chirist,
AT tempted by the powers of oil? 8o nas
Cluist,

“He knew whet. sore tetnptations  mean,"
Must 1 g down fnto the vailey of the shadow of
death? Ko did Christ before me. The incarna-.
tion, the humanity of Christ makes its appeal to
Lutian heatts as nothing else can and constitutes
one of the elorics of our veligion.  To tiust in a
Savianr, who has heen this way hefore, who ha
put Bimself into our experionees, whe has Jearne
all the fessons of fife by living, who has Dlazed

e path for us throush the wilderness, surely
that ought not to he diflicult for any nan
Chnist, we are reminded today, has brought
Lo near 1o humanity, ave, las wedded  him to
- humanity,  He was hound up in the bundle of
bumanity. He was “the Yon of Man.' He
- aid so himself,! He himscdf, scknowledged the
relationship,  And yet notice the prenliarity of
the words, “The Son of Man.”  Even while
i they identife hin with s, they seem to separate
him fron s,
of man,' as would_ be said of any one of s, bt
the Son of Man, making him  the ideal, the
| typical man, the One who realiz «d in Himseli all
i that is highest and best and possible in human
i vature, the man as God made him, the man as
I God intendcd him o be, the illustration of per-
1 feet manhood, man made a little Jower than the
{angels, and crowned with glory amd honor,  We
| see maw in his fallen condition, human nature in
its imperfect state the image of God marred by
sin, dismantled of its glory, like some old ruin
1 whose lingering grandeur still' bears witness to
its magnificent original  Christ came on carth to
show us the sublime original, human nature as
God planned it and as redemption restores it,
““the Son of Man,"*  The very same that iden.
tifies him with ns, exalts him above us, You
teannot think of the human nature of the man,
Christ Jesus, of his sy mpathy, of his love, of his
brotherhood, without thinking of voursclf in
| contrast and of v hit you ought to be, and of
| what by the grace of God you can become.  The
| life that began in Bethlehem is the life that
i should be lived in every city and in ¢very home
| im this world, into which Christ cane,

Religious News,

The week of prayer was
observed by our  church.,
The congregations were large
and the interest increased each night, Sabbath,
| Jan. 13, had been fixed for vur thankoffering for
| thechurch,  The day came in with a tempest,
| A few, however, managed to gct out (o the ser-
vice. There are a few in every church that no
storms can daunt.  Love and faithfulness to
| Christ transcend « very other consideration. The
| few put in the offeri g nearly $100.  The day
| they were baptized into Christ they  set apart
[ their worldly thing to his canse,  For such a

people who can help but have an endearing
| fellowship? The interest scemed so good  after
the week of prayer that we continued our] meet-
ings. Rev. Isa. Wallace by invitation of the
Westport Baptist church came down togive them
alift. We prepailed upon him to a<<ist us a few
meetings. Twenty-two years ago .. was here
and his Master gave him a wonderful victory.
Numbers were baptized and are still with us, but
some have passed to the heights of victory. Last
Friday was his birthday. We had a special
| service in the church. He preach the gospel
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It is not said that he was “a son |
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| with great power,  An offcting was taken for
i this good and noble servent of Christ now passing
! his seventvesixth milostone an the way of life.
" Min heatt and sout are fn the work. Large
; audicuces are filling the ouse each night and

the interest is wideniug on afl sides,  The cry of
j the Lord's prople here is “Wilt thon wot revive
e again,” ote.  Brethren, pray for these islands
| of the sca,

[ Jon. zest, E. II. Hows,
The first Baptis: church here
i DorcHESTER.  had its rennion tnd roll-call

on the third day of January

| Instant.  The responses to the call were from
| those present and by letters from those absent,
| Some of the letters containing  donations in
[ money,  The toll-call was followed by reports of
{all the depaniments,  The teports showed that
all the sections of the church were in a healthy
| coudition, that two of the church buildings had
| beett repaited aud that the amount vaised for all
L purposes was in excess of §1200, the largest
ramonnt ever raised by the church in one year,
; The pastor in bis address said, “A review of the
 past reveals the fact that there is much to be
! really and profoundly grateful for, and much to
{ to be regretied,  Could the penof man touch the

{ book of lite we would alter some things now
i Writies on its pages,  That is the impossible.
1 Duriug the year the Lord of the Harvest has
Dallowed us to reap.  Tairty have bren baptized
ou profession of theiy faith, and five have been
t received by letter, Four of our members have
been called to o xchange worlds  during the
pastor's period of service. and others are ap-
; proaching the border land of the New Jerusalem.
| We mention with gratitude that the Lord has
| permitted u to renovate our properties at Woods
hurst and Fairview and that the money has been
provided,”  After the roll-call and reports from
i the secretary, the treasurer, and superintendents
“of the Sabbath Schools an historical sketch of
" the church was read by Bro. €. K. Knapp. The
thanks of the ehurch was given by resolution to
“all the officers and to Bro. Kunapp, and an
. addition was made 1o the resolutions asking Bro.
: Knapp to have a copy of the history sketch
! placed on the records of the church and another
j Copy sent to the press. Last Sunday evening
! six were added to the membership of the church,
!unu by baptism and five by letter, During last
year thirty were added to the church by baptism
pand five by letter and the six added this year
~ makes the number of members over two hundred.
The number of Baptists at ** The Corner,”’ now
i the head quarters of our church, was in 1848 just
! three.  In 1858 six and is now over two hundred.
. Since the last date about fitty of the members
+ have joined Church Triumphant and as wany as
" fifty have been dismissea to join churches in the
| United States and elsewhere. We are hoping for,
! praying for and expecting additions to our num-
bers here in the near future,
C. E. K.

The resignation of astor
Cornwall presented at the
annual business meeting of
the church, Jan. 15, came as a genuine surprise
to many.  During the five years' pastorate the
churen has been led from a low state financially
up to the exalted position she now occupies, viz.,
a floating indebtedness has been paid off. The
church edifice has received expensive repairs,
including a metalic ceiling at a cost of five hun-
|dred dollars.  The trustees’ report showed the
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ruuning expznses of the church paid in full for
the pres/it year, and no indebteduess. Also
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