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FOLDED HANDS.

FROM THE BRITISH WEEKLY.

I Toil no more—my day is done;
How much I wrought I may not know;
I watch the low descending sun,
And see the night approaching, slow.
My day’s work as it must stand,
For labour’s joy no more is mine;
The tools drop from my nerveless hand,
My dim eyes see no mark or line.

I little thought to leave it so—
Unfinished, to the plan untrue;
\nother day I thought to know,
When I might change or start anew
With weary hands I now must see
Another’s skill my task complete;
The gift of use is gone from me—
The gift that makes all life seem sweet.

The pleasant labour of the day,
The following hours of welcome rest—
These from my life have passed away,
No longer has it aim or quest;
I sit and wait—and all the hours
The happy past before me stands;
With dimming eyes and failing powers
I live the life of folded hands.
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