
THE MEN OF THE NINETIES

Haubfi-fs majesty, he is of the nineties. But

the nineties with George Moore were merely a

phase out of which he grew, as out of many

others. But when the nineties began Moore

contrived to assist at their birth in the same

way as he did hiter at that of the Celtic renais-

sance. Indeed, it is said, in INIoore's novel,

Mikr Fletcher (18S9), one can obtain a glimpse

of the manner in which the period was to

burgeon.

Tliere was. indeed, amongst the younger men

in those early days a wonderful spirit of (-ma-

raderie. It was an attractive period fidl of tlie

glamour of youth before it went down fighting

for Art with a capital A, Iwfore age had chilled

its blood or dulled its vision. And there came,

no doubt, an immense vitality for them all, a

stimulating energy to each one, from this

meeting together in London. Indeed, coming

together by chance, as it were, in London, they

not only discovered one another and the inef-

fable boon of comradeship, but they also redis-

covered, through Whistler, London for art. So

once again the streets of I^ondon began to l)e

written about, not it is true in the Dickens

manner, but still with even as great a love as

his. Tliev went so far as to attempt to insti-

tute real French cafe life, by having meetings
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