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THE POISONING OF HORSES BY THE COMMON BRACKEN
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tribut i cems probal th t fern can trouble elsewher Dur t hard
winte f 1915-1916 the mortalit t horses in the Fraser Valley and Vi
couver Island was very heavy \s an extreme instanee we eite the following In the
little village of St. Elmo, B.C.. out of twenty-four horses owned by eleven farmers,
xteen died of bracken poisoning, four recovered and the balanee (four) did not take
the disease ['o determing whether bracken was the eause of the diseas
known loeally as Staggers or not, it was deeided to conduet some experiment Per
mission was obtained from the Veterinary Director General to buy the necessary

animals and ineriminated feed. As the disease has only been reported when horses
have been confined, it was decided to simulate in so far as possible the conditions under
which animals beeame affeeted. Tt was commonly believed by the majority of people

*NoOTH In compiling th bulletin it has been necessary to include yme matter which may
not be of particular interest to the average reader The ittention of farmer is especially
directed to the paragraphs dealing with the following Summary of experiments, symptoms

treatment and the eradication of fern




