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Wcslcyan by the principles of expediency, because the founder of the sect so

arranged it, without any reference to Scripture at all.

In this state of things, apart from all ((uestions of corruption, it will at once

be perceived that the authority of man is paramount, and that the Church is

viewed, practically, as one in common witii the various existing institutions,

which arc moulded, by his plastic hand, according to the dictates of his will.

But how utterly alien is this from the scriptural idea of the Church being
^^ biiililiil t'li/cthcr /<»• an /lahila/ion nf God throiti/h the- S/n'rif," where a

common relationship to Christ gives the common bond of luiion to its several

members, and where the Spirit's presence is the source, and power, and guiding

energy, of its Christ-appointed ministries !

My reference to these things is with no pleasurable feelings ; but they must

needs be pointed out by the hand that would indicate the pathway of (iod's

people in an evil day j because it is in the midst of these evils that their path

is found.

The radical defect of both the Establishment and Dissent is the absence of

the recognition of that which tlie New Testameut emphatically calls thr. Vliurch.

I do not deny that there may bo a reference to "the visible and invisible

Church;" (a poor substitute for "the epistle of Christ, known and read of all

men ;") but i assert that there is the entire absence of the idea of what the

Church is, in its essential nature as the body of Christ, and of its distinctive

endowment by the presence of the Holy Ghost. And by conseciuencc there is

the absence of all practical recognition of the privileges and responsibilities of

believers, as connected with that ''one body and one Spirit."

Iiut the nature of the Church and the unity of the Church must be seen, if

the positive »,iound of a Christian in these days is to be seen ; and if there is to

be any true standard before the mind by which to judge what is, and what is

not, consistent with the unspeakable grace of God, in which believers are set;

consistent with the blessed and wondrous ends for which Christ died.

This—may God's children believe it I—is no <|uestion of expediency, to bo

settled according to one's views of the relative claims of diilcrent existing

systems. It is not a question between Evangelicals and Puscyites; of Church
and Dissent; of the appointment of ministers and their sustainment ]5ut it is

a question about the existence of the Cliurch as the body of Christ, and of the

liberty and functions of God's blessed Spirit as present in the Church, and of

the authority and suthciency of the Scriptures for the guidance of believers

according to the mind of Christ as long as the Church is continued here on

earth.

Hero Dissent is equally at fault with the Establishment.

Dissent in general, and especially independency, apart from its political

character, and increasing advocacy of worldliness, fails in even the recognition

of the Church in its unity, at least as to anything to do with earth. In heaven

it cannot be questioned. But there will be no need of "endeavouring to keep

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" there. The unity, however,

spoken of in Eph. iv, "one body and one Spirit," a unity connected with the

earth, however it may be perfected iu heaven, has neither place nor consideration

in the system of independency or Congregationalism. It exists neither in fact

nor in desire. I do not assert that individuals may not recognize and desire it;

but if I look at the system, individual churches, or federations of churches, are

assumed to answer every exigency of Scripture on this point.

However, in the New Testament, it is unquestionable, there is the Church
in Its unity, as presented in Paul's Epistles, especially in Ephesians and Colos-


