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liaili .scut Mo, even to Ncnd I you." (St. J„l,i, xx. 21 ) '.I
.•Tix-mt unto you h kii^lon,, ,..s My Father hath .mKunted
unto Me." (St. Luke xxii. 2!..) " Whatsoever L »!,„11
hn.d on earth .shall be bom.,! in heaven

; wliatsoever ye shall
loose on earth shall Ix; loosed in heaven. (St. Matt, xvii

world.' (St. aiatt. x.xviii. 21.)

None have doubted that our Lord fiave power to His
Apostles to shut out IVon, Ills Kingdom any who „,i.ht
aUawayfron, llin,,„r that He pledged Ilin.sell' to cmlirm
their acts. But the Chureh never supposed that this ofliec
belonged only to tiie twelve. St. Paul, not himself one of
then- number, repeatedly e.verci.sed it. Throu-h him the
Holy (ihost eonimanded Titus, Uishop of Cret'e, as well a,s
the Chureh of Corinth, to diseharge it. •• A man that is
a heretic, after the lirst and second admonition, reject

"

(r.tus iii. 10.) " I'ut away from yourselves that wicked
person." (I Cor. v. X:-> ) In accordance with the lano-uagc
of Scripture, the Church has ever held that its Divine He.id
has lodged this power iu the hands of Bishops, to be used
by them only as a last resource, when warnings, admonitions
and entreaties have all failed, and the sinner persists in his
sin. Bishops themselves are no more exempt from the
censures of the Chureh than the humblest individual within
It. From the first its discipline has been applied to then
in accordance with the canons which re-ulate it It has
ever rested with the Bishops of a Provi.rce to pui in foi^e
the discipline of the Church with regard to any other
brother Bishop who might either have been betrayed into
sin, oi-_ have fallen from the faith

; and no power but that
ot a lugher Synod could, or can, annul their sentenceA case, which can scarcely bo paralleled iu the historv of


