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MILL- Li

^ ' ant ferny having the great pjirposcH of war in view, and tlmt arc ot'niort
^n\\ '

>ji<p' to ns.

2i ' 'Die means at iiH< (Iwjxwal of tho enemy moving; from tlio Unifod
States, ;in>'1 tho jirnbnblo Hmnunt </f forco tlmt may Ua brought to act against
those poinds of tho Canailian fniiUur.

Urd. Our nieauy of rt'iM-lliiig him
The ('(iiimiiBsion ol IH23 liavo very ckarly deHcribod tho most nssaihiblo

^points of our CanH<";m frontier.

These are admits d to be Montreal, Niagara, D^'troit.

The next Hubjeet tor inquiiv is the means at the dinposal of tlie enemy,
|p<t <he probable aniouul of tbrt\ 'v may bring against us.

The popidation of tho United States in 18:^0 was about twtdve millions.
The census will be taken again tiiis year. It in supposed that the present
popidation, ineluding slaves, anioiuits to eighteen millions.

The regular army of the United Slati's is small; its establishment is

about I2,0()(), and that is incomplete. It is formed on a plan that will admit
of speedy augmentation. It is well officered and eipiipped, and accustomed
to move at short notice from one part of the frontiers to anotlier.

[ understand that tho olHcers of their sclentitic corjis are particularly well
in.strueted.

Those of the P^ngineers and Topographi/i\re in constant employment.
There are four regiments of Artillery, of ten companies each, and two

companies from each regiment have been lately embodied as a separate corps,
and mounted as Morse Artillery.

They have only two regiments of Dragoons; these are well suited for every
sort of service on which they are likely to be employed.

In 1835 three companies (as they are termed) under a field officer,
marchod fro-n Kort Leavensworth, on the extreme western frontier of tho
States, on the 31st of May, and after ninving through HiOO miles of wilderness
wood and prairie to the Hncky Miaintaias, and thnmgh the numerous tribes
oflndians inhabiting that tract of cuntry, returned to Knrt Leavensworth on
the 14th of August, with the lo.«,-, .t' only one man by sudden illness, and
without material injury to any fthur man nr horse.

They took with them a supply nfprnvisions, and two swivel guns.
Authority has been lately given t<> raise a corps of Sapp^Ts and Miners.
The foundries of cannon and manufactories nf small arms fir the army

and militia of the Union, and of gunpowder, have been favourably reported
upon,

Great attention lias been i)aid, in the construction of barracks, to tho
comfort and accommodation of the men; their hospitals are, in particular, in
excellent order.

The establishment at West Pnint is an object of great solicitude, and is,

I am informed, as well regulated as any similar institutinn in Europe.
There is evidently thus a nucleus formed fir an efficient army.
The reorganization of the militia of the Union has of in- yn;n^! engaged

much of tho attention of successive ! 'residents, and of the T,co'-;hre,i.. The
certain result of the constant agitatiim of this question ^M'' i),' an .., I'ccment
of all parties to some plan fir this purpose, as all admit ot its necessity.

Several plans have been submitted, but the jealousies of the dilTerent
states, and popular prejudices, have hitherto prevented action being taken
upon any on(> of them.

A pl^m for the immediati
subii. -<?''. iir'1. apjiroved of, in the hist session of Congress, but will certainly
not 5-..' .U).. ti)\,n, from its unpopularity, which was one of the prominent
caxbVP OJ 're " rtlirow of tho Van Uuren administration.

T;n;:' ;>/H!-) provided .' ": the United States be divided into eight military
dis.iiv.ifc. '.

'^e militia to u: organized in each district, so as to have 12,500
men in active service, and 12,500 in reserve. Tliis would give a permanent
disposable force of 200,000 militia ; the term of service to bo eight years: four
years 'n the first, and four years in tlic second class.

The remainder of the militia to be enrolled and mustered at stated inter-
vals, so that in due process of time the whole mass of the militia would pass
through thcRO d.^sses.

Tlie 25,000 mcu on active service were placed under tlie orders of the
President.

mmediate training of _2n(),()00 militia of the Union, was
ved of, in tlie last session of Congress, but will certainly


