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sent basis ol' taxutioii; and that, too.

oil tlie assiiiniitioii of Mr. Aiinis that

the avt-rajri' rale is only $ti per iiiih'.

Iiulividiia! iiistaiici's whore tlie taxa-

tion of railways is. owiii^' to neirlecl

of ius,sessor.s or ijrnorane<' of the hiw.

not up to tlie pfoiii'r standai'ii. ean

furnish no soiiini argument au:ainst

the existinfi; law.
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The Bill proposed hy the Connnis-

sioners. not content witli this in-

cqualit.v ajraiiist the i-ailways, woidd

assess the (i.fjOO miles of railwa.v. or

52,000 aeres of railway lands in the

townships, at the very least, at ^:«).00()

per mile (it has averasreil a eost of

over $r)0,000 per mile), tliat is. at a

total sum of $200,000,001). so that, at

1() mills on the dollar, the railways

would pay !f!2.000.000 annually upon

their lands (irrespe<'tive altofiother of

their lands in cities, towns and vil-

lages), or at the rate of !|(:W.4t) i)pr

acri': while the remainiup; 2;{.r)84.17S

acres of assessed farmers' lands in the

townships would onl.v have to raise

in taxes somethinir under *:?.000.000

altoi;ether (tlie total taxes heint; +!.-

81)2. tiHO). or an annual tax of 12e. per

aere, i.e., three farms of 100 aeres each

would toifether pa.v some .i<:?ti in taxes,

or less than one mile of railwa.v ri^'ht

of way ad.joininsr, eontainin'r eijiht

acres.

It is said, however, that while the

farm lands in the townships of On-

tario are worth over $1,000,000,000.

and are assessed at $4.")(i.4()f!.0ti4. or

about 400. on the dollar, yet the rail-

ways of the Dominion of Canada are

capitalized, ineludinpr Dominion. |)ro-

viiieial and municipal aid. at over

$1,000.(100.000. and that the propor-

tion ajjplieable to the Province of On-

tario would be nearl.v lialf that sum.

the latter assumption, b\ the way, is

clearly erroneous, since wi ire now
dealinsf enlv uitli sdim- l^^)00 miles in

the townships, and tin; total mileage
in the Dominion i.s now IH.HtiS; so that

allowing' for an eiiual averafje ex-

penditure tjirouirhout the whole Do-

minion, all that could be attributed

to the (i..')(M) miles in the townsliips of

Ontario wduld be some $.{7r).000.(X)0.

Mut ean an.v one seriously contend
that this $.{7.').000.000 expended in the

construction of railways should be
assessed and taxed on the same basis

as the $1,000,000,000 o(hl of farm
lands?

In tlie first place, the (lovernment,

DoMiinion .-ind Provincial, and the

municipalities (the latter to a very
small extent, only 1.') of the total)

contributed to the cost of building
these railways; and the <:round for

such contribution was that the under-
taking itself afforded Tio suffieient in-

ducement for the investment of capital

therein without this aid.

lu the next place, the eost of con-

st ruction, or the amount expended on
the construction of a railway. i.s by
it.self no index of its present value.

I'ither for sale or for purposes of tax-

ation. The cost of railway pro|)erty,

even thoiiirh it could be ascertained

from the books of the comi)any is,

owin-; to the clianjie.s in mechanical

appliances, jind the constant tluetua-

tioii in price of railwa.v supplies, lun

well as tile iiitiated values freiiuently

paid for land and damavres. rendered

useless as the ba.sis for any estimate.

Further, the railways in Canada in

many instances are now operated by

companies who had nothiufr to do with

the building: of these lines, and thert^

is no record of the orifrinal eost. even

if it wi're of any value.

.Viiiiiii. the railwa.v and its property

stands in a dill'crent i)osition alto-

L'cther fi-oni the farmer and his lands.

The farmer can use his lands in any
way and for any purpose he may see

fit; he can. sub.ject to competition, of

course, ask whnt price he pleases for

\\\> |il'oilll(i'. wiiilf the railway, on the


