
44l FREEMASONRY tN FRANCE.

|g70,_jiily U.—No law tl»n lixteen LodgM protoitad agKinak the neent prooeedingi

of tlM 8ui».m« ConncU, wid-Angiut \i-* ciroulw wm iMued dgned by 103 M«iiom,

Minoimoiiic Um fonnntion of • pronMoial committee of flfe for the following purpo«e«:—

(1.) To inform the Supreme CoonoU of the reflation to form » Qrundt Log* SjfnMiqmt

nndtr the obedience of the Supreme Council, or temporvily ontnde inch obedience; end

(2. ) to obtain aa eoon m po«ible the rapport of the Twioui Lodgee who had already thown

thmnnlTea favorable to the movement

CWmienx, the Sovereign Grand Commander, then intervened, and of hia own accord

leinitated aU the roepended member^ but the Supreme Council dimvowed hia act on

October 80, by eiaaing the namee of the liz moat prominent oflenderfc Tliii naturally

meant war to the knife, and nine Lodgee iaraed a circular on November 80, declaring that

they thereby conetituted themaelvee into a Grand Independent Symbolic Lodge, and mvit-

1, .J the other Lodgee to join them. Therein, they ourioualy profeee to remain, as ever,

.- 1 nient and Accepted Soottiah MaMns; they do not wid» to eetabliA a new Rite, but to

J-. me the righte and power which the Supreme Council had umirped in their deepite.

Tht - motto ie thua expre^d—" Phe government of the high degreeo to the Supreme

Council, that of the Lodgee to the Grand Lodge." This retention of the (ecMjalled)

Scottidi Rite, with iU 33 degreee, hae been further emphaMed by a change of title to

" OrantU Loot Symboligu* EeouaxM," but in Lodge or Grand Lodge no degree beyond that

of Ifaiter Ma«>n ia recogniied. The firet conetituent a-embly wae called for December

20. 1879.

The Supreme Council replied to thi» on November 29 and December 6 by erasing more

names; and on February 10, 1880, aU hopes of a reconciliation were destroyed by the death

of the Sov. G. Com. Crimieux.
. . u m

On Pebmsry IS t\-> new Grand Lodge received the pemusBon of government to hoW

its meetings, and .m-ouiced its existence at homo and abroad by circular of March 8.

It was oompoeed of Vi Jodgee-at Paris 8, and 1 each in Havre, Swntes, Lyons, and

Egypt. , ,

1880 —March 11.—The Supreme CounoU, thoroughly worsted, issued a general am-

nestv but it WM too late. The Grand Lodge had attained a separate existence, and refused

to give up iU independence; but it acknowledged the jurisdiction of the Supreme Council,

in all matters concerning the high degrees, over rach of ita mem'^rs as peered beyond

the Ji-d degree.
. . .- fm,.

Its Constitutions, approved August 23, 1880, deeerve a few words of notice. The

first declaration of principles r.*ds, " Freemasonry n-sU on tlie »olidariU humaim. This

evasion of tho acknowledgment of a Divine Power places it outside Anglo-Saxon Free-

masonry. It Tce: Ires of its members loyalty to Uieir country and abstention from politics

in Lodge The V) • ..a Lodge is conipoeed of deputies from each Lodge, who need not be

member* oi the pro^ it.cial-but mu*t be of the Paris Lodges, and also residento in the

metropolis. Three men-.bers of Gn^nd Lodge are elected as the Executive Comm.asion;

they may not acce.^ ..r hold Grand Office. A prt-sidcnt directs the meetings of Grand

Lodge but he is no* a v;rai.d Master, having no executive power. Also- unheard-of

liberality ia French Masonry-no restriction or censorship U placed upon Masonic pubhca-

tions, whether emanating from ar ludividual or a I»dge. The remainder of the 71 articlea

breathe a like spirit of liberty with onlar, and were it not for the unfortunate agnostic

principles of this new body. t»w Grand Ix.!?. appears worthy of support. IU junsdio-


