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Methods of Preventing Stock from *.a»lng De«th C«mM.

-Care should he taken to see that Htoek are not tempted to eat

death camas. The ranRe should never be pastured ^o^
*^;^?«2fv

Observation of numerous cases leads to the conclusion that practically

all losses occur when stock have been turned hungry^upon pasture

badryTnfested with death cumas. Sheep, especially, should be pven

protir care when boinR transferred across a range where the death

clm^ grows at all abundantly. Heavy losses have occurred when

shSp have V^een allowe.l to consume large quantities o the p antS being driven across an infested area to the regular pasture

round. They should be allowed to fill up on good forage be ore they

Cn to move. Early in the morning they should be allowed to

eraJie on good pasture before starting out.

•^
If only small patches of death camas occur on the range, the

nUnts mav be grubbed out by loosening the soil with a spade, and

tn ^uZg upTe bulbs. The plants should be grubbed cjit during

he flowering period, as it is very difficult to distinguish the death

camas plants Lm grasses, when the death camas Plants "e no

in flower. The grubbing-out is most easily done when the soil is

"""'tnce cultivation of the land readily eradicates death camas, it

i« sometimes advisable to break the land, and sow to some good

grass mixture suitable to the district.

WATER HEMLOCK (.Cicuta maculata L.).

The other common names by which the water hemlock is known

in Alberta are poison parsnip, wild parsnip, cowbane. and beaver-

"""''The water hemlock is a tall, erect, marsh plant from two to

.W feet high It may be regarded as a perenmal. The stems are

Srlvlut streakedUh purple, bearing a few pale-green, doubly

compound leaves, and many quite flat clusters of very small, greenish-

white flowers. (See Plate III., opposite page 24).

The stems-are green, streaked with purple smooth and hollow

except at the joints where the leaves are attached to *!»«

f«"^;^ f^^

Fi/
'

page 25). The stems occur singly, or m small clumps of

from twolo sir. and spring up from the
-^'^^-"t ^Ve .caf

tern orrootstock. The rootstock is short, thick, somewhat sphencal

anT varies in diameter from one-half inch to three inches The

r^terior of the rootstock is clearly divided by partitions -to eha-b^«

rnnmnit at right angles to the main stem. (See tig. i, page «»;.

In rrsprinTthese ch^mbers are filled with a liquid, but later they

become empty.


