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1. The greatest and most significant achievement during the
last decades has been the independence from colonial and alien
domination of a larme number of peoples and nations which has
enebled them to become members of the community of free peoples.
Technological prosress has also been made in all spheres of economic
activities in the last three decades, thus providing & solid potcntial
for improving the well-being of all peoples. However, the remaining
vestiges of alien and colecnial domination, foreign occupation, racial
discrimination, apartheid and neo-colonialism in all its forms
continue to be among the greatest obstacles to the full emancipation
and progress of the developing countries and all the peoples involved.
The benefits of technological progress are not shared equitably by
all members of the international community. The developing countries,
wvhich constitute TO per cent of the world's population, account for
only 30 per cent of the world's income. It has proved impossible to
achieve an even and balanced development of the international community
under the existing international economic order. The gap between the
developed and the developing countries continues to widen in a system
vhich was established at a time when most of the developing countries

did not even exist as 1ndependent States and which perpetuates
inequality.

2. The present internationel economic order is in direct
conflict with current developments in international politicel and -
economic relations. Since 1970, the world economy has experienced
a series of grave crises which have had severe repercussions,
especially on the developing countries because of their generally
greater vulnerability to external economic impulses. The developing
world has become a powerful factor that mekes its influence felt in
all fields of international activity. These irreversible changes
in the relationship of forces in the world necessitate the active,
full and equal participation of the developing countries in the

formulation and application of all decisions that concern the
international community.

3. A1l these changes have thrust into prominence the reality of
interdependence of all the members of the world community. Current
events have brought into sharp focus the realization that the interests
of the developed countries and those of the develop1ng countries cuu
no longer be isolated from each other, that there is close
interrelationship between the prosperity of the developed countries
and the growth and development of the developing countries, and that
the prosperity of the international community as a whole depends
upon the prosperity of its constituent parts. International
co-operation for development is the shared goal and common duty of
all countries. Thus thc political, economic and social well-being of
present and future generations depends more than ever on co-operation
between all members of the internuational community on the basis of

sovereinn equslity and the removnl of the discquilibrium that exiasts
between them. .
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