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----------- m me ventre tails CYSF is not new. In the summer of

1987 the CYSF commissioned an 
investigation of the Women’s Cen­
tre that continues to be a source of 
contention. According to Robert 
Castle, who conducted the report, 
the Women s Centre was uncoop­
erative.

According to the Women's Cen­
tre, it was not informed of the 
investigation,and members point 
to the fact that it was conducted 
during the summer when the Cen­
tre is officially closed. The report 
made a number of assertions the 
Women’s Centre found offensive. 
The report states, "Certainly those 
women I interviewed were the first 
people to suggest that the Centre 
could be closed entirely.”

The Women’s Centre pointed 
out that no formal survey had 
been conducted, and the attitude 
of women “interviewed” could 
hardly represent York students 
when the majority of them were on 
summer break. Furthermore, pas­
sages such as “the Centre must 
learn once and for all that it is not a 
vacuum which merely sucks 
money from CYSF" provoked 
lengthy treatment in the Centre’s 
rebuttal. "Apart from an extremely 
poor use of metaphor, the lan­
guage betrays a personal sense of 
resentment and crudeness on the 
part of the researcher. This kind of 
language is unacceptable and 
unecessary in a report which pre­
sumes to be unbiased. Moreover, 
nobody ‘sucks’ money from CYSF; 
all student organizations go 
through a formal application for 
funds and receive them if the stu­
dent government sees fit."

Further antagonism has re­
sulted from reactions to the 
Women's Centre’s collective form 
of decision making. Decisions are 
made on the basis of consensus 
among members of the Centre’s 
executive. The CYSF, which has 
chiefly experienced traditional, 
hierarchical power structures in 
other campus groups, is used to 
having a permanent voting 
member on the boards of organi­
zations it funds. No decision has 
yet been reached that satisfies the 
Women's Centre's concern for its 
autonomy and CYSF's desire for 
representation. This does not 
mean to imply that relations 
between the two are only charac­
terized by hostility. The two 
groups are working together to 
bridge their differences, and 
further meetings between the 
CYSF and the Women’s Centre 
are planned for the near future
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