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EXCALIBUR

York bursting at seams
as space shortage intensifies

By BOB REAUME

The next time you're sitting at
the spare tables in Central
Square having a coffee, enjoy-
ing a beer at any one of the several
pubs, or spending some time at a
student lounge, stop for a minute to
consider how lucky you are.

Areas for student relaxation and
recreation have been amply supplied
at York and continue to hold a
strong priority even in the face of an
acute space shortage — an urgent
shortage that is about to come to a
head this fall.

According to Ross Dawson, Dir-
ector of Ancillary Services, there will
be about 65 to 70 new faculty mem-
bers at York this fall, for which office
space is simply not available. Trying
to locate room for this many at York
at the moment is just about impos-
sible. Dawson says that every bit of
usable space is currently occupied,
and there isn’t a classroom or an
office not in use.

The problem stems from two

things: First, York has not re-
ceived any money from government
for additional new buildings since
1973, yet enrollment has increased by
43 percent. In the 1973-74 academic
year there were 12,958 full-time equi-
valent students at York; ten years
later this figure had risen to 18,576—
an increase of 5,618 students, with-
out a dollar more allocated for new
buildings. Most of the increased
space requirements have been ac-
commodated within the room avail-
able, but according to Dawson ,
every bit of space has been squeezed
out of existing buildings.

Secondly, there are 40 percent
more students this year than four
years ago, and it is this increase, as
the enrollment bulge moves into
upper years, that is causing the crisis
to manifest itself this fall.

Another method of measurement
may give you a better idea of how
pressing a problem it is. A general
formula based on square footage per
person is often used in estimating the
optimal area necessary for groups of
people. Dawson himself acknowl-
edges that it is only a formula, but
says that it is widely accepted as a
fairly accurate assessment. Based on
this formula York would currently
need an additional 439,000 square
feet of building area. Believe it or
not, this is equal to an extra two and
a half Ross Buildings! And this is just
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The black sheep of Canadian liquors. Concocted with fine CanadianWhisky.

to accommodate the current popula-
tion.

One possible solution is the exten-
ded use of more pre-fab or “tempor-
ary” buildings. You are all familiar,
I'm sure, with that single-story, gray
building on campus—you know ,
where you pay your fees, get your
parking stickers, and pay your park-
ing tickets. We all know of the
illustrious Murray Ross, York’s first
president, after whom the Ross
Humanities Building is named. And
of course, who hasn’t heard of the
famous Canadian, Norman Beth-
une, after whom Bethune College is
named? But who was this Mr. Temp-
orary anyway?

Some history: The Temporary Of-
fice Building was erected in 1968 to
alleviate a surprisingly similar urg-
ent space shortage. Back then, when
the Ross building was just being
built, a building trade strike oc-
curred and set back the completion
date. It couldn’t be ready for the fall
o of '68, and with hun-

dreds of professors

arriving something
had to be done to find
them office space. The an-
swer was a pre-fab ‘“‘Butler Build-
ind”’—an easily erected steel-tframe,
fully insulated structure that could
be put up in only three months. The
building was finished (just barely) in
September .of 1968, the professors
moved in, and it was appropriately
dubbed the Temporary Office Build-
ing. The profs moved into the Ross
building when it was finally complet-
ed the following year, but ever since,
for the past 15 years, the TOB has
been ‘‘temporarily’ housing Univer-
sity administration offices.

But even back in 1968 it was taken
for granted that the building would
probably have to last at least 20
years. Dawson says that temporary
structures are used quite frequently
at universities and government office
complexes, and that without excep-
tion, once the money has been spent
and the building is up, it has to be
used for a good many years. At the
Massachusetts Intitute of Technol-
ogy, one building, Dawson recalls,
was up for some 40 years before it
was replaced with a more permanent
structure.

Money, of course, is still the stum-
bling block. Even though a pre-fab
structure is much less expensive than
a permanent cement structure, the
money has to come from somewhere
and there’s just not a lot of it around
these days.

It makes you wonder how long it
will be before student areas, like the
pubs and lounges, are annexed for
other, more ‘“‘urgent” uses. Already
this year, student study rooms in
McLaughlin College were annexed
for the new location of the Music
Department. We'll have to wait and
see what the administration does this
fall, and where the 70 new faculty
members finally end up.

But don’t be surprised if the pubs
seem more crowded this fall and
your essays start coming back with
coffee or beer stains on them.
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for humorous writing
needed to proofread and
edit a script. English
majors preferred. Call
633-7947 after 5 p.m
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CBC 1981/82 Juno Awards,; Dancer,

York University - Dance Therapy Major,
Accredited Fitness Ontario Instructor, F.O.L.P.

Registered Fitness Appraiser, R.F.A.

* EXCELLENT RATES *

e Fully carpeted & mirrored studio ®
e Squash courts .
e Raquetball courts .
e |ndoor/outdoor pools °
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AEROBIC FITNESS CLASS
Co-ordinator/Instructor: MANDY TARDER
Les Ballets Jazz - The Dance Centre; Dancer,

SPRING SESSION BEGINS
WEEK OF APRIL 1st —
REGISTER EARLY

Whirlpool
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Full size gym & specialized programs

Many other programs available
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661-3763

461-1372

JOE TETE

would like to thank his
customers at 124 Eglinton
Ave. W. for their 10 years of
loyalty

Now Announcing Joe
Tete’s New Location At

1072 Eglinton Ave. W.
(just west of Bathurst)
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Graduate to an

exciting career
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nities as a Direct

Entry Officer with the
Canadian Forces.

A wide variety of career choices await you
in the Canadian Forces army, navy or air
force. Whether your degree is in Medicine,
Science, Engineering or Business, to name
but a few, a career as an Officer offers
challenge and excitement unlike any other.
Good salaries, challenging work, travel

and great comradeship. These plus the
opportunity to develop confidence and leader-
ship skills make your career in the Canadian
Forces a long way from just another job.
For more information visit your nearest
recruiting centre or mail this coupon.
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