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the elementary school situation is 
bad (and it is basic; lack there 
can hardly ever compensated; the 
further you go towards the pri
mary grades the more important 
the teacher); if the elementary 
school situation is bad— over-stuff
ed classrooms and under-stuffed 
teachers, ill advised curricula under 
bureaucratic imposition, crowded 
classrooms — what can one expect 
but a married or mis-shapen pro
duct as the end result ? There is 
magnificent, indeed frightening po
tential, in these boys and girls of 
ours. Every good teacher knows 
this. Have we slipped into tolera
ting an educational system which is 
literally murdering our innocents ? 
A high school teacher said to me: 
“I know ... I inherited these kids 
from the room below. Now I must 
pass them on. Half of them were 
ruined before I ever saw them. 
Yet I in turn must pass them on. 
They’ve all got to be passed on. 
It’s the system. My principal can 
not help it. The inspectors say 
they are caught. I can’t help it. 
It’s the system.”

grade 10 standing or less.” (No 
data available from Catholic Que
bec). That means that over 50 per 
cent of our teachers have less than 
grade 12 standing. This for teach
ing, the basic, most important and 
responsible of the professions. . .

Bedevilled by Women
Does this mean that the teach

ing profession in Canada is a 
depressed incompetent profession ? 
Women have bedeviled it of course, 
not because they are women — 
human for human they are proba
bly better than the men — but be
cause they have, as far as the pro
fession goes, been transient labor 
or scab labor. And further, they 
are so nice—actually, so irresponsi
ble — that they hesitate to go on 
strike for conditions which would 
favor continuity and stability, and 
tend not to stick if they do. I 
know it may seem crude and dread
ful to suggest that Associations of 
Teachers be organized units of ac
tion ready to fight for their own 
dignity and their own prestige. 
But in a society which despises the 
teaching profession as the sissy 
retreat of the second rate male and 
the pre-marital hitching post of the 
expectant female, where else lies 
remedy ? The Canadian public is 
inert and complacent where educa
tion is concerned. The dollars it 
spends on education relative to its 
importance is proof of that. Be 
assured of this: our Canadian so
ciety will discount its teachers 
until the teachers cease to discount 
themselves. It will pay them less 
than it pays its garbage collectors 
and its janitors (honorable, respon
sible callings also) just so long as 
the teachers continue to prefer it 
that way. At present the teaching 
profession in Canada is a depressed 
profession. (If you teachers are 
angry when I talk this way, I say, 
don’t sputter; what are you going 
to do about it?)

What Shall We Do With The 
Shrunken Freshman?
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8:00—Music (Levy)
8:15—Bing Sings (Hatton)
8:30—Strange Wills (Mercer) 
9:00—News (Levy)
9:05—Excerpts from Pinafore 
9:25—Debate
9:45—Campus Interviews (Pres

ton, Pigot and J. Smith)
10:00—News (M. Smith)
10:15—Astrida Gaigala 
10:30—Dal Musical Show
11:00—Sandman Serenade (J. 

Smith)

11:55—Sports (Pigot)
12:00—News (J. Smith)
12.05—Sandman Serenade (J. 

Smith)
1:00—News and Sign Off (Pigot)

i':' By Arthur L. Phelps
(From a radio broadcast carried over the CBC on January 16)

comment was very succinct: “They 
seem all Mortimer Snerds.”

I’m going to anatomize that ex
asperating commodity, the end- 
product ot our elementary and high 
school systems of education. The 
products of our schools are de
veloped or marred human beings. 
As those human beings are, so the 
country is. Every now and then we 
in the universities stop to ask, as 
the community as a whole is mov
ed to ask-: just what sort of ma
terial are the schools really turning 
out '/ The universities tend to think 
it is a shrunken product. What do 
you people—you businessmen and 
school boards and industrial em
ployers—think? Is it your finding 
that an undisciplined irresponsibil
ity is the outstanding characteristic 
of the products of our present-day 
schools?

rtevil s Advocate 
Now, l have oeen reporting an 

indictment rather man accepting 
it. in times past t nave tended to 
De devil s advocate îor the iresh- 
men. i wo years ago when l was 
doing some urst year work 1 gave, 
as a first getting-acquainted as
signment, the topic, "My Adven
tures Among the English Texts. 
The essays . . . which came in de
lighted me. Some or them were 
exceedingly well written. Among 
the others, which exhibited errors 
in spelling, faulty sentence struc
ture or none, and most of the pos
sible mistakes in the mechanics of 
writing, there were, nevertheless, 
qualities of verve, imagination, hu
mour and insight, as well as fas
cinating ingenuity in achieving an 
essay based on the minimum of 
contact with the texts. I really 
liked that freshman class. But, on 
the whole, it must be admitted its 
members had been badly trained in 
elementary fundamentals or had 
failed to profit by good training 
offered them. Something was 
wrong.
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Eduction Misconceived
That at least is a familiar find

ing To it is often added as excuse 
the statement that in an era when 
progressive education misconceived 
has been substituted for education, 
the dictatorship of modern adver
tising for individual responsibility 
and human decency, the funnies for 
taste and good manners—in such 
an era we get in our young people 
just what we should expect.

So the indictment.
Let us look at it in some detail. 

Take what is called English Com
position as a test basis.

Illiterate F rush
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System Broken Down?
This year, the situation across 

the country seems so bad that uni
versities are asking: has the sys
tem of training in the elementary 
and secondary schools really 
broken down ? Are we now begin
ning to reap the results of some 
10 years of accumulated misadven
ture in the schools ? Are we faced 
with an educational crisis ? And 
I am not talking only of elemen
tary English. My colleagués in 
mathematics seem equally disturb
ed. As one of them said, “If they 
knew only plain old fashioned 
arithmetic.”

Now I don’t believe that, tem
peramentally, I am a Cassandra.
In a bad situation I like to look for 
something less than bad.

Untrained Teachers
Yet I pick up the report of the 

Canadian Educational Association 
issued in December 1948 and called 
“The Status of the Teaching Pro
fession” and I read these statistics 
(things, may. be. better, now;. I 
should like to be so persuaded) :
“Seventeen per cent of Canada’s 
teachers have had some university 
education; 27 per cent have grade 
12 education; 30 percent graduated i Now perhaps I am sharpening 
from grade 11; 15 per cent have I the issue to a wrong focus. But if

Halifax - Nova Scotia
Founded 1818*
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Offers exceptional oppor

tunities for students in Arts, 
Science and the Professions.

Last autumn a news report stat
ed that a test for basic proficiency 
in composition given to senior ma
triculation students by one of our 
universities showed that only 35% 
met reasonable standards, 
autumn, in my own university, we 
gave a pretty thorough-going test 
to our incoming freshmen. It was 
a test in spelling, in vocabulary, in 
grammar, in reading comprehen- 

We wanted to excuse as

'jrli
Entrance scholarships 

available on the basis of 
educational attainments. 

Special emphasis on student health and a well regulated 
program of athletics and recreation.

Courses leading to Degrees in:
Arts, Sciences, Commerce, Law, Medicine, Dentistry, Music, 

Education, Nursing Science.

Courses leading to Degrees in:
Engineering, Food Technology, Education, Music, Public 

Health Nursing, Teaching and Administration.

No Prestige
In an ideal society the teacher 

would have prestige no matter 
what his pay relative to advertis
ing men and bond salesmen and 
lawyers and doctors and miners 
and plumbers. But in a dollar con
ditioned society like ours the poor
ly paid profession is the profession 
without prestige. Without pres
tige, a profession tends to attract 
the misfits and the incompetent. 
Having attracted the misfits and 
the incompetent, it then loses pres
tige for real reasons rather than 
for dollar reasons. This is what is 
called, in a phrase I think I have 
sometimes heard, a vicious circle.

Under-Stuffed

Last

sion.
many students as possible from a 
course in elementary composition, a 
subject which we think should be 
thoroughly handled in the public 
schools. On the basis of our test 
we could excuse less than 5% out 
of some 900 students.

Honours Courses in Many Fields
The Faculty of Graduate Studies granting Master’s Degrees 

in Arts and Science.
Mortimer Snerds 

At the moment, adequate train
ing seems lacking in the high 
school graduate. A member of the 
staff in one of our universities re
ports : “I have been among the 
matriculation examiners and in my 
opinion no student with a mark 
even between fifty and sixty in 
English is fit for a university.” À 
colleague of mine, having marked 
some hundreds of test papers from 
a freshman class, said : “I think 
only 30% of these people have any 
place in a university.” Another

TEACHING FELLOWSHIPS
A number of teaching Fellowships of value $450 and $750 per 

annum are available in the Faculty of Graduate Studies.
Excellent residence accommodation for women students.
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AGAMEMNON M. McMUMMY (Archaeology ’53)
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if the Kitten , the newest, softest, most fantastic

lambswool sweater ever . . . its soft cashmere-treated texture 

actually improves with washing . . . guaranteed not to shrink!

Full-fashioned! In 18 heart-warming shades, 

dolman sleeves, pert new collars ...

Cardigans at $8.95, Pullovers $6.95, $7.95.

There’s an exciting "Kitten" skirt to match too . . . styled by 

Phil Cohen of Montreal. At fine stores everywhere!

’iî- says: “The longer you can keep something, 
the more interest it gains.” 

i c ; The same thing happens to your money 
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li l Halifax Branch: JOHN A. HOBSON, Manager 
JAMES KENNEDY, Asst., Manager 
THOMAS A VAUGHAN, Manager 

CHARLES SMITH, Manager 
JAMES L McGERRIGLE, Manager

GLENAYR-KNIT LIMITED Fairview Branch :
North End Branch :
Quinpool Rd. & Harvard St.:
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