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Richler; Literature landmark

By Ann Kennedy 
Brunswlckon Staff

the discussion with an account 
of his early years at what is 

Those in attendance for the now Concordia University in 
Mordecai Richler talk held Montreal. It appears that 
Monday night at Edmund Richler was quite determined 
Casey Hall couldn't help but to be a writer - more than that, 
consequently be inspired to he wanted to be a "Canadian" 
read Richler's work and other writer. This must have been 
Canadian authors for that mat- quite a mountain to climb ot­
ter. Richler was introduced as this time in the history of Cana- 
a contributor to the current dian literature. Richler, a 
good health of Canadian disillusioned young man, then 
literature, and after listening left for Europe, still with the 
to his cunning wit and con- dream of someday achieving 
fidence one is able to ap- recognition as a prominent 
predate how he could have "Canadian" writer. Although 
altered the trend of literature Richler spent twenty 
in Canada.

The year 1954 marks the him. Mr. Richler published his 
beginning of Richler's career early books in London, yet still 
with the publication of his first considered himself a "Cono­
novel "The Acrobats". Mr. dian" author. Finally, his last 
Richler shared with his works were brought to 
listeners points of humor he Canada, and recognized and 
had found when once again therefore published, 
being exposed to the lack of 
interest and enthusiasm with 
Canadian literature. Duiring job - I volunteered" said Mr. 
his attempts at publication, Richler, stressing the fact that 
Richler was not met with any he is a professional 
degree of aspiration. One "Canadian" author. But he is 
specific encounter involves a also a husband and father of 
discussion with one publisher five children, who worries and 
who asked if his book was 
thick or thin and then told him

4
"| was not drafted for this

\
copes with everyday situa­
tions. George Orwell was 

that Canadians wonted thick quoted at this point to il- 
books! This instance, luckily lustrate Richler's feelinqs. 
didn't discourage Richler - 
more than anything it inspired

or more
years living and writing in 

Mr. Richler shared with his Europe; Canada, and 
audience his tales of how he specifically St. Urbain Street in 
became a writer. He opened Montreal is his home.

more
*

Mr. Richler spoke rather 
negatively concerning inter­
views and critics, his witty 
humor touching this topic as is ultimately serious. Richler 
well. Richler told of one inter- has the journalist's ability to 
view he attended in Detroit, state bluntly and describe 
appearing with Irving Stone, directly and he has a novelists 
author of Lust for Life and ability to set a scene and 
George Hamilton. His descrip- develop feelings and themes, 
tionof Stone was priceless, yet |n his satire, Richler's Jewish

histroy is not spared, as il- 
curred after Stone's long and lustrated mainly in his novel 
obnoxious speech (to the "The Apprenticeship of Duddy 
ladies), when there was "just Kravitz." Other novels by 
enough time to say hello to an Richler include "Cocksure", 
author from Canada." It's in- "Hunting Tigers Under Gloss" 
teresting to see that Richler and "The Street." 
can find humor in all his ex-

Photo by ANN KENNESLYMcLauchlan is 
personable performer

By CHRISTIE WALKER 
Brunswickan Staff

A packed house enjoyed 
Murray McLaughlon's first 
Maritime concert in four years 
at the Playhouse on Feb. 7. The 
audience, folk-rock lovers of 
all ages, anticipated a fine per­
formance by the popular 
singer-songwriter and I doubt 
that anyone was disappointed.

McLaughlan is doing this 
tour solo and with the excep­
tion of his electric piano, syn­
thesizer and acoustic and elec­
tric guitars, the stage was bore 
when he tip toed across stage 
to take his place at his equip­
ment at the beginning of the 
concert.

the climax of the situation oc-

After spending time with 
periences, and not feel the Mordecai Richler, his books 
least bit threatened or seem alive and he sets a fresh 
discouraged. His writing pro- and inspirational feeling for 
ves this characteristic valid, Canadian literature, giving it 
however his purpose in writing respect and worth.

psfjpjf *L « 1 At the
woodshed. .

/ 1

McLaughlan alone Is effec­
tive material, but the badly 
handled technical end of the 
show was often distracting.
Near the opening of the show
the stage blacked out momen- _____ __________
tarilv of which timA wnllU MOKRISON Pnoto
McLauchlan commentacl good ^"‘!n9 °ra“od °"
noturedly "Did I blow a fus.?" »• = ' •■>' h,, tinconf,. He I, with hi, harmonica.
HI, .lid. .how wo, inter.,.log k 'V p",'*,*,0"al' ln ° '?!d ««louchlan ln,.ruc.ed the ou,
=, lor a, I. went, the drawing, bo* “rt ?' way; hper”"0^' drcV° "'“TVred" 
were done by McLouchlln °nd ,un ' He od‘ "hen he ral.ed hi. left hand
himself, bu. I. was o limited dre,», the oudlenc. on o per- and good goddamn" when he 
display and therefor. with hi, lync,. Hi, ,ol,ed hi, right. I know .hi,
repetitive. The lighting wo, ~"9*. d,al .wl,b •v,,y,l’!n9 >»"?. I exclaimed to my
fairly effective, mol. dominent ,ro™ 'ove .°nd war ployl"9 T'0"' happ,ly r9‘’9*d ,he 
In my mind wo, McLouchlan °,"<:Lou*lc,D ,ay*r'n W clopping end yelling, 
silouetted In red light, o v.r, publk '“«•’room In Canada My only complain. ,, that the 
striking .Heel, And finally Conc*rM,,..„l m1„1d concert wo, much too short 
there wo™ terheirei Ait of everything from back in his and that McLauchlan doesn’t!ic‘;«.,w,,h CT were ~rly day, to hi, new:o'bum tour th. Atlantic Province, 
meant to bock up a variety of "°m"9 P,obt,bly'"°1' often.enough, or maybe that
song,. During the second half en'oy”ble ,0“dlen" ~°uld b« «• ° 9»=d
of the ,how Mclouchlon mere- wos h'* red,"on of H°"ky ,hln9' 
ly shouted to the booth to 
forget tho tapes and proceed­
ed to play accompanied by on­
ly his own instrumentation.

But the audience didn't come 
to be dazzled by technical 
wizardry. They come to hear 
McLouchlan, and hear him we

By Rick Wightman 
Brunswickan Staff

After seeing the man at the 
bock for my usual double 

. , _ , (pineapple juice) I sat down
A week ago, Tuesday night, amoung the masses nnd liston- 

I wandered up to the Woodsh- ed. Graham and Laurie play 
ed to sit down and enjoy my well together and with the 
weekly allowance of live help of Phil Cochrane on drums 
entertainment in o laid back and Andre Decaire doing dials 
atmosphere. 1 he musicians for it was a low key evening of 
my week I discovered, were Neil Young. John Lennon and

JhanT.,ToJE,p L Lauri* Stacie Genesis, os well as original 
and Phil Cochrone. Having material. Besides managing to 
seen them perform in the Red play well together, they 
and Block in November I men- took requests, 
tally prepared myself for an Graham was paranoid about 
enioyable evening, and walk- not having people come to 
ed through the door, only to be listen. Much to his surprise 
exposed to a sea of people, they were invited to come bock 
Either other people had Thursday evening, a night the 
adopted my Tuesday night Woodshed is normally closed, 
habit or I was in the wrong If the Woodshed has trouble
1°°™ ®n°u9!L PnP'! Siting people to attend,
had packed into the Woodshed Graham, Laurie and Phi! are 
to see our entertainers.
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Quartet to perform' ’
The Brunswick String available at the offices in the 

Quartet will perform in the SUB, the Art Centre, the 
next Creative Arts series con- residences, and at STU.

ctrC3. Cr“"v- Art*
is 8 p.m.

Free student tickets ore now are available at the door.
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are
admitted free. Extra tickets . ^

not the problem. i
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