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Topics of the D&y
IR1 WILFRID LAURUIRý lias for a few weeks

dofled the garnients of the politîcal leader aînd
now stands in the Couiteil of the Empire as Cau-

ada's le ading citizen. For a fcw weeks the people need
not remember whether hie is Cotîservative or Liberal aînd
may watch his actions as tlîose of lier chief representa-
tive.

It was quite propeir, and in titis al classes will agree,
that hie should state to a British audience "I have gix en
Canada the best of miv heart and the liest of my seul,
and 1 intend to do si se long as God gives me healtît
and strength." Whatever Sir Wilfrid lias been, wliat-
ever hie inay have done, lie las been loyal to wlat lie
deemed te lie his cuuntry's best interests. Sir John
Macdonald, 1-on. Alexander MacKenzie, Sir John Thomp-
,on, Sir J. J. C. Ahbott, Sir MacKenzie Bowell and Sir
Charles Tupper were British in descent and speech. Of!

tgi list of Canadian Premiers, Macdonald and Mac-
Kenzie were born un Scotland, Bowell was born in Eng-
land, Abbot WUS the son of an Anîglican clergyman anid
wa1s born În Quebec, Tlompson and Tupper were boru
in -Nova Scotia. Sir Wilfrid Laurier is te only Frcncli-
Canadian Premier since Confeder-
ation. le is the enly Frenech-
Canadian Lo fi11 that office since
Sir G-eorge Etienne Cartier ten-
dered bis resignatioii on May 21iSt
1862.

There neyer was a Canadian
more loyal te British institutions
il, Canada than Sir George Car-
tier. Hie was matnly responsible
for ranging thte Roman Catholic
Churulh ont the side of Confedera-
tieni. Even aliter Confederation,
il, the Legisînture of the Province
of Quebec, hie was looked upon as

a lader of the B3ritish section.
Sir Wilfrid lias combincd with-

in himself the representation of
boLl races in eveîi a greater (de-
gree than did Cartier. In thte
elnd, the people of Lewer Canada
withdrew their support frein Car-
tier and hie was forced from lis
iligh, estate as leader un the then
Caîiaýdiaii parliainent. It is ques-
tionable if this will be Sir Wil- Mr. W. F. N
frid's fate. Rie bas retained the
utndivided affections of his own people, while gaining a
great meiasure of respect among the peopîle of Britisl
descent. Neither bis diverging attitude oni the qjuestionu
of separate sehools, luis reluctant but full support of thec
Sjouth A1frican contingents nor lis leadership in the
draiwlig together o! the Enxpire, lias caused hitu loss of
..iupport in either section of the Canadian pubilie,

The secret of it ail is, perhaps, tlat Sir Wilfrid, like
his predecessors in the highest office un the gif t of the
people, lias stood first and last for Canada. If on one
occasion lie faltered and seemed to lean toward the
iiiiited States, hie has amîply atoned for that weak
moment. lIn bis speech te the Nineteen Hundred Club in
London, lie declared with great empliasis that it was
Canada's desire and intention to make trade flow, net
north and south, but east and west between Britain and
canada. Hie asserted With équaIl emphasis that, whether
or ixot Great Britain granted a preference to colonial pro-
chicts, Canada would neyer seek the markets of the
t7ndted States. Could even Mr. Chiamberlain ask more
thait that of Canada's spokesmtan ?

'f'lc lisitoiaii1 J1olui Chajrles Delt, ni i lts short bi-
ogrh of Cartier, says that lie w as w ont to describe

htnmýelf ýxs a xiîian speaktxîg Frelh.' l1e also
stLtes tliat on St. 6eresI)av lie xwotid wear rte
tlower of 1,xtigl;uid on liis breast, beluese it w'as the fes-
tival of his Patron Saint. Sir W ilfrid mnight almost do
the saîie titis week.

Among Canada's unique characters, Mr. W. F.
7Madaîx, M.P>., holdls a leadiîxg pilace. [le is te eldest
son of a miaxi veho huis been descihed as 'the fatîter of
l>rotct.ion" and waýs borni to) iive journ.îlisiui. Since
lie estahblished tie lt: nt nWrd'ii ig8o as an xi-
depndett osraie jouvrnal, lie las played a Iealitig
part iii poliie. Hit lias supported protetioti, adx o-
cated prulerential tradle, ind lbas stood out as chtamtpioni
of ccnnia nd roresi gox ernnieut. Ilis leader-
shiip, hoecis ol at peculiair type. Ile prefers to liglit
alone. lie nex ecr raýnges imsil besýide( anv particeuhîr
1p;IrtV or seLCtioni in a comnbat. lie prefers to scout ini
itdvaxuice. Wlueni the figluting line coules up to him, lie
riuns alteaîd and takes nip a more advîutceud position. The

more dngerot aii more extreitte that positioni is the
hetter he eeî to like it.

Mr. MaleaîisSecond( lolitical
coit tesýt -,as iii East York against
the llin Aean MacKenie ini
i89i anid lie wsduloatc(l. W~hen
thte e.\ l>rutier (lied În te fol-

lowtigyer, helwv the success-
fui canidate autd lias cxci since

represn ted tht tconstituency. IL
is sadthait Ilie was millting to be-
coltelede oi itc Coxîservative
paritN wlxsir ('liarlus Ttxpper
rutirud andigait i he Mr. l3r-
denl waýs dtefeated Ii lalifax, lait
Lite party didl iot reoiis i

Itini tuev quilities ci purîianîcît

S nind itel o aiV 1 )oliticid or-

\reie ]dcride. of Britisht
Coislumba sailcd frein St. Jochn
-n fie i9th for lýondoii. lie will

ak thu rts Governiment te
inaiýke Býritisi Columb1ia's; itîcreas-

acean, M.P. cd subsidly une maillion ilvstcad of
one litiie(l tloutsanld do11lars,

'rhcrc wotild be inucl fuît for thc bseve if the Coloial
Secretar y, after hevaring wliat MIr. Mrdelias to say,
shoîxld caîl ini Sir W\ilfridl Laurieur andi ask im why lie
did îlot treat '.r l. Merd' îoiucmore fairly. H1e
wotuld probahly answe\vr in Iiis miost frigid tones that if

Mr. eBrie wa netsatisfud ,with his allotment hîe
shoi.ld appeackl to the Paýrliamnt aind Peopîle of Canlada
who wvere the real owners of the Dominion Treasuiry.

Symipathyv for the newly arrived inimigraîît should lbc
the watcliwo'rd o! ill fair-inded anid intelligent citizens.
In Toronto thuy have foûinded a ,lum League to the
expense of which public-spirited citiienuls a(re contrihuting.
This is an idea hichnglit be followed( inail the larger
Canadian cities alnd townis tu mhich immigrants are
comring in considerable nubr .1llalfaix, St. John,
Montreal Ottawa, Winnipeg, Regina and Edmonton es-
peeially coildi aifordI to have institutions of this kind.
The new citizen does not nleed money ; lie needs symn-
pathyv <1d avic A chery, wel informed, hustling
secretary of ;t Welcome League could smooth xnany a
pathway and cheer many a sad and lonely heart.
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