
The liorse Show Habit
fAN ADA has the hiorse show habit. But that is fined to Toronto and Montreal. Winnipeg has one; se

Vonly another' evidence' that desfite, the influx has Brantforb and Stratford and Gqlt and Guelph and

of forcig immigrants the Angrlo-Saxon stil 'dom- other places. The big breeders and dealers send their

maàtes. For where is the mi of British birth who will strings to these too. But alas and alack! Some of

not own te an admiration of man's best friendl Whether these innor shows are developing symptoms of financial

that admiration takes the formn of puttinig a dollar on a decay-the most fatal of ail horse show -diseases. And

probable starter at New York with the handbook man then why?-Well, te speak cordially, their social circles

around the corner or boying a box at the big annual though select are necessarilysmall. And the consequence

shows at Toronto and Monitreal. Js inevitable. Robbed of its most necessary adjunct, the

Toronto's 13th annutal horse show passed into history show fades slowly but surely to its finish.

a week ago. It was bigger, better, grander than before. Does the horse show do much towards improving the

The prizes, of course in the open classes largely went to Canadian horse ? Assuredly. If vou don't think so, ask

the dealers and breeders who have a habit of collecting the first horse lover yeni meet and hie will gladly spend

ribbions ail arouind the circuit which is madle up of To- an hour or more telling how the social condition of the

ronto, Montreal, Syracuse, Kansas City and Chicago, equrne has been împroved by his brie! annual association

while the êamaýteur"~ prizes were divided among those with theelite of Canada's leading cities. Stil, it must

lovers of horseflesh who go over the country with a fine bie adnijtted that the standard Canadian fariner has not

tooth coînb tryinig to gather in something to beat the been led to take much o! his turne froin his turnip crop

big fellows. and give it to the breeding of aristocratic horses. He

That the horse was there in aIll his varions castes, knows that high stepping carnage horses and f ashion-

bresand conformations, frein the aristocratic thorough- ably bred animais of other classes will bring high prices.

hred to the more hubiilel qirocd but none the le." necessary But he knows that if there is the slitrhtest blemish on

steed which haufls houiv -your papeur of piîns froin the bilg thent they are practically valueless. So hie keeps right

departnwintail store, ooe xithoiit saying. It takes thein on farming and raising an occasional colt that can haul

ail to niiake ai horse show., And it takes soniething else a plow or a reaper and that will always command a

The Toronto Horse Show Lest Week-St. Lawrence Market Arena.

It IN (Ilfl<nIll te goet a pi].togratph of th is iconet "th a people are reotleat andi the horse.s coninual .tlrring. The. ring 'a oovered with taubark, and

fl thet centre t« ia box for theit JUdg(esr and cia ilm. Ue0twesJ the. ence andi the boxes Je a proMenade whlîl runle arouzid the efihre ring hu'nce ibe lraI row

or apFiciitorm are msirn loaulng over tile rail. l'h. - boxem- wi th their fair andi brilliant occupante show white beyond the promenade. itebist the boxes

are the ordinary ohatilrm for hors" lovers wo ai lre Dot in the "four hinidreti." Therderu of the hol'ea have a whîte dis on their baeksahowlngtheir number

becsides te iiake, a horse show a suiccess. For much as
the Anigle> Saxoni loves a herse het Ilnust have it properly
set belore hie wlgive t iti a whole afteril or evening
and thet price or admission. Butt that soinethiig else was
net Licking. Fashioniable Toronto, or rather fashiionab)le
Ontario wsthere. It inied the boxes that surroilnded

the tanba)ýrkedl are-a-nd the herse shwwas a success.
The social aldjunect is Iiuat as liecessary te thie herse

show ais the b)ettitig ring is te al race mleet, Witheut it
the great iinkneown masses called thie public Rose interest,
the gate receipta fail où aind the show perishies rniserably.
Buit whnthe newspapers tell of thie lovely woincn pre-
sent and the ritishiing costumes they wore, ferninine in-
terest is awaikened. And thengh mian miay mule thie world
he goes tei the herse show whien Rita wife makes him
takt hier. Seine wag has nanied thie great a*tial func-

tien thie "clothies herse show." That is Iargely a lihel.

But, while thie f aithful steed has cerne trliunphantly
throuigh his fights for popularity witii tRie bicycle and thie
autocar and is prepaired te vanquishi thie airship when it

gets ready for tRie fray, hie must easily divide thie credit

ferRis victeries with womnani, 1lovely wornan, who is ever
on Ris side. And as ne euie le disposed te take credit
frein where it is due, perhaps it might be adrnitted that
if wrnan is the bookmaker o! thie herse show thie drees-
mnalers are hem taleuted assistants.

Of course thie herse show habit iu Canada is flot cou-

certain figure even îf it is not flawless enough to suc-
cessfilly pass the scruitin of a fashionable horse show
judgec. Hie's not tnuch a gambler, tour Canadian farý-
mer, even if hie does occasionally try to break the littie
iiutsheli garne at tfalla fair.

Trhe prizes, toe, offered for horses suited to the army
do not attract hirn mucli. It would take a war tol make
a brisk miarket. And lie can still rerneniber that wheu
herses were wanted for South Africa the herse show
judge did not select themn. Herses were enlisted for the
service just as men would be in a similar ernergeucy.
Froni thie plough, the cart and the prairie they corne and
constant drilling made thein mounted infantry horses just
as constant drill had te make soldiers of the clerks, me-
chanies and labourers who were te ride themi.

Stijl, it must be admnitted that the herse show habit
is a power fer good in the land. It provides for the
keeping up of an aristocracy in the herse world, and an

aristecracy in that sub-stratufli of society is just as neces-
sary as an aristecracy in this British Empire. It gives

manlcind a chance te admire the horse in ail its perfec-
tien-and surely the world helds nlothing more pleasing
te thie eye than the satin-skinned champions who battie
for the bine ribbon ini the herse ring.

The attendant at these brilliant shows of Beauty and

the Beast wiil find it hard te believe ini thie horseless age

whicb se mrnan electric and gaseline enthusiasts prophesy.


