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strand of hair whicb would' persist ini
failing acrosber forehead. "t wlll
only take me a minute."

"Lot me belp." Ho followed 4er
inside. She cbuckled, "'il lot you fry
sorne eggs."

Gordon laugbed good naturedly. "Oh,
I didn't. mean the cooking part."

"You may carry that littie table and
those chairs out outo the~ porch."

Ho busied himself rneanwhie tefling
ber arnùsing tales of bis housekeeping
trials.

When ho rose te go ho looked down on
ber soberly, 'IL eujoyod mysoif immmnsly,
Miss Greenlees .You cau't imagine how
nico it la to get away from that horrid
sback and my own attempts at cooking."

"'Just corne oyer bore wbonever you
get lonesorne," Mavis invited.

IIL wll," ho answered beartily.
Standing in the doorway, she watcbed

Min as he went swinging across the field
and wondored what be could be doing
away out there. Apparently ho was
louesome of ton.

Jirn Greeulees, sittlng by the window
one afternoon, smoking and gazing droam-
ily acroes the field, sat up suddonly and
bit the arm of bis chair a resoundung
wback. "By jove!" ho exclaimed,' "bore
cornes Gordon and I baven't seen birn
siuoe yesterday. Ho sure ia getting a
deep path cut acrosa that field.'

"lPoor feilow, do't you feel sorry for
him,' living alono ini that dreadf ul place,"
Mavia answered.

1"H'mi, ho ýonly ýÀtays there sometinnea;
ho is Ôver boree'~ery afternoon or evenng
taking you riding or te see sorne beautif u
sconery." Jim squinted dowu bis pipe
as hoé lit it. Mavis laugbed. Gordon
Grant entered hurriedly.

"Hello, folks,"he greeted, 9eating
hirnself astride a chair. "It sold--got
more for it than I ecte

Jim Ioaned back in hia chair and clasped
bis bands bobind bis head. "What sold?
ho drawled.

:My latest story."
"Oh," Mavia aaid blankly.

Gordon twisted around and clasped
bis hands over bis knees. "'You know, I
neyer told you why I was baching heme.
Well, Iwrote a Western story ail about a
bachelor. It seerns the editor bad bached
in bis young days, and ho said I had
botter not try to write until 1 knew a
littie more abutthe subjeot. He waa
soý awfully polite«," Gordon grinned
boyishly. "'I was quite hot about it
and thon my sister bot me I couldn't
corne out bore and bacb. I've douie it,

ibut nover açain."-He threw out. hie
b anda exprosively.
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of rny bouse," giving ber a brotberly
pincb în paaslig.

:Mavis turned soberly. She had decided
not to teiblmn of ber mistako. 1"I think
it is juat lovely; 1 didn't expect anything
so-nice and dantY."

jinu pusbod open a door. "Here is
our room and for the love of inike

Mur-supper la ready and l'n ha1
starved."1Seated at tbe table a littie later Mavia
tunned te Jim. "'You didn't fit this up,

iorof? did you?"
Jùn laugbed. I"Hardly,"lho answered

"Miy. 1rs. Puricel carne over and
helped. Oh, sayl how did you like
Carvel?"

I thlnk," Mavis anawered slowly,
"sthat it is tbe mot dlsrnal place 1 was
ever in."p She leaned back in bier chair.
"MW1o are your uearest ueighbors? Are
the7 nice?" she asked casually.

'My neareat ueighbor la a bachelor
by the nine of Gordon Grant," Jimm ans-
wered, givrng bier just the information
she wanted. "Ho la rather a queer sort,
but nu wi11 like hlm I tblnk.

"O-4h wil 1 1?" Mavia tbought. 'I
don't Icnow about that."

"iYou sbould see bis shack," Jim went
on. "I bappeuod over there one Sunday
is he was getting bis dinuer, and hoe was
$ying to fry eggs witllout lard, butter,
or anytbing li the pan." IJun leaned
back and laughed heartil. 1 borrowed

~ly ron lmbeause I couldn't catch

,..yho boUe.Mavis understeod now wby the pouy
was so anxious te go up that path.

"We'll ride ovor to-rnorrow and take
Bil bomne," she beard Jùm saying.

Io, Sir 1 I wou't " she answered
vebemeUntly, sitting up stralght with a
jerk. "'You can g o if ycu want to,
tboug," ahe added geuu~en oughly

Jim laugbed indulgently. Hdeog
ridlng for awbile, eh?"
SMavis fiushed. "Yes, I'xix dead tired

and amn going almot straight te bed."
."I'm kind of tired mysoif," Jim yawned

lazly. "'You mnust corne and siug sorne-
thing for me first." Ho opened the piano0
and after huntmng tbrougb a pile of music

lacod IGood-bye Sweetheart" hefore
hr.

Mavis laughed and sang it rnockingzly.
"Tbat's great," Jirn applauded. "CYou

don't know bow nico it la te have you
bore."y

A woek later Jin had gone te visit a
patient. Pete, the hired man, bad left
early in the rnorning to catch the pony
Mavis was to ride, which was running
wild six miles away, and bad taken bis
lunch, so Mavis was atone for the day.
After straigbtening tbings up about the
bouse, she teok a book aud curled up in
the bammock on the porch'. She bad
not been thore long wben a stop sounded
behind her._.iTirning her hoad langudlY
to seo' Wllo was there, she boheld Gordon
Grant, tboir nearot ueigbbor.

"Is tbe doctor at home?" hoe sriled
pleasantly, sbowmng a row of nice even
white teetb.

"No," Mavis answered «Cho won't
bc borne until ovening. L~ there any-
thing 1 can'do?"

"No, thank you, it is uothing of import-
ance."

"Won't you sit down awbile and rest?"
she nodded to a chair.

He sat on the stops and fanned bimseif
with bis hat. Ido hope, Miss Green-
lees, you will pardon my rudonesa the
other afternoon, but I was feeling so
awfîuillv blue about that filthy sback."

Mlavis fiushed and bit bier lips. "CPlease
dont mention it," she answered bastily
"t vas my fault entirely. I shoui
have made sure it was Jim's place before
1 took possession of the bouse, but you
'cect he horse was bound ho would go ux
that path., so I just let hîm," she explainoci

(Gordon Grant tbrew back bis bead and
latiglcd. ICI always bave a bard tirne
gelt ing past there wbenever I want to
go tip that way."

-ou see I thougbt ho was Jim's
hor~e"

1 see. How do you liko the West?
he< asked abruptly.

Jist fine," Mavis answered onthusi-
a 'irallv, thon added, "it is rather loue-

-othough."
Ile nodded soberly. "Lt sure i," be

:lI. "I nearly died of lônesomeneSý
* irst month 1 was bore."
latvis feit genuinely sorry for bim.
-as just thinking of getting lunch

'j you came aloiýg-you will stay and
Isome, -g-ont you?" she a'sked,

g to ber feet and brushing back the
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Anna Case, of the Metropolitan Opera Com-

pany, photographed on the stage of the Victoria

Theatre ini St. Louis on Oct. 2 1, 19 16, while

singing in direct comparison with the Ncw

Edison's Re-Creation of her voice.
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