
PAPERS RELATING TO LOWER CANADA.

Enclosure 1, ably received, may in some degree, have influenced, even to the present day, the course of
in No. 1. affairs. Neither is it possible,~in the distribution of political offices at any time, or in any

circumstances, ta be guided entirely by a reference to the numbers of individuals, who May
be comprised in this or in that class. But I assure you, that in this respect, my instructions
enjoin upon me the utmost impartiality and an enitire disregard of distinctions, derived froma
difference of origin. Fitness for the trust, is the criterion to which tnainly, if not entirely,
I am to look; and I do not besitate to avow the opinion, that in ever country to be
acceptable to the great body of the people, is one of the most essential elements of fitness for
public station.

So great is the solicitude of His Majesty ta take the most effectual security against the
occurrence of any abuse in the distribution of his patronage, tbat he has commanded the
adoption of arrangements designed to elicit a far more particular account than heretofore,
of the exercise of this part of bis delegated authority in Lower Canada ; and he has been
further pleased ta direct that ail offices in his gift, of ihich the emnoluments shall exceed a
statedt su, shall not be granted, except under the Public Seal of the Province, in pur-
suance of Warrants to be issued for that purpose by Ris Majesty.

Complaint is also made that incompatible otfices are in sorie cases beld by the saie
persons. In whatsoever degree this grievance may be found to exist, His Majesty bas
signified to nie his expectation that it should be completcly remedied. Comaniencing with
the highest, I have for med the opinion that it is neither right nor consistent with the whole-
some separation, and independence of the principal bodies of the Govemment, and with the
dignity oftheir memnbers, that out of the limited nuaiber of executive councillors in tiis pro-
vince, several should hold offices ander the Legislative Council and louse of Assembly. I de-
sirehowever, that it may be understood that no dissatisfaction with theconduct of the meubers
of the Executive Council,nor any mark whatever of Bis Majesty's displeasure is intended to be
conveyed. The immediate retirement of those gentlemen whoprefer to retain their appoint-
mnents under the legislative body might embarrass or interrupt the proceedings of the Court
of Appeals ; but I feit it my duty to impart to then the conclusion to whicli my mind had
cone. I shall comnuinicate the same opinion to the proper authorities at hine, and I
entertain no doubt that as soon as their places can be supplied, according to the forins
prescribed by law, effect will be <iven to the wish they have expressed ta relinquish their
seats in the Executive Council. Î\ky views are not limited to these cases. No union of
incompatible or incongruous offices will be willingly acquiesced in by me: but I wish to
be understood as spealing of offices of which the duties cannot conveniently or with
propriety be discharged by the sanie person. In some instances, the division of offices is
merely nominal, and the duties are more conveniently discharged by one person than they
could be by two. In other instances, the salary of the office is so small, or its duty so
seldomn called for, that without a union with some other, the employmnent could only be made
acceptable to a competent person by an increase of eniolument.

It is stated as a grievance, that the Government lias at various times refused to give the
legisiature access to accounts, and other documents which were necessary for the prosecutiorn
of its inquiries, and that the executive bas not, in all cases; comxmunicated when reuested,
the despatches which have passed between the Colonial Departinent and the Local Govern,
ment. lis Majesty's Government fears that the Assembly May have been exposed to somte
inconvenience froyn this source. The rule which I am instructed to follow, is a freedoma
from all unnecessarv reserve. I am commanded to withhold no information fron the Pro
vincial Legislature vhich can be communicated without a violation of confidence, or specifie
detrimnent to the public service; and in particulur, I am to ofr you the fullest assistance
n investigating every thing connected with the revenue and with finance. There is scarcely
any document within the power of the Governinent which it vill not always be willing ta lay
heore you, except those confidential communications with the autborities at home or Vith its
own officers here, which it is obvious could not be muade public in ail cases and atallseasons
without extreme inconvenience.

As an earnest of the sincerity of these intentions, I have given directions that a copy of
the annual Return, L-enerally known as the B3lue Book, should in future be presen:ed to
each branch of the'Legisiature; and since correct information on the statistics of the
province is an object of genemil importance, 1 invite your assistance ini rendering all returns
of this nature as accurate and as comprehensive as possible.

The tOo frequerit reservation of Bills for the signification of Ris Majesty's pleasure, and
the delay in communicating the King's decision upon thema, is a grievance of which Mis
iNlajesty's Government are solicitous t prevent the recurrence. I shaJl consider the power
of reserving Bills as a riht to be employed not without much caution, nor except on sorne
evident necessity. iis Majesty's Government also undertake on their part to bestow the
rmost prompt attention on every question of this nature which may be brought under their
notice, and especially that no nieasure havirng for its object the institution ln the Province
of any colleges or schools for the advancemient of Christian knowledge or sound learning,
shall hereafter be unnecessarily deferred.

Coniected with this subjeet, is the lapse of tine which, it is stated, bas on various
occasions, occurred in conveying to the Legislature His Majesty's answers to their
addresses. It is very possible that delays, which ail would regret, May have taken place;
iii some instances, perhaps, occasioned or prolonged by circmstances which no activity or
zeal in Bis !Majesty's service could have obviated; but His Majesty takes so deep, and,
ir I may use the expression, so personal an interest in the affairs of this country, that Ris
Ministers have received the most unqualified commands to lay before Ris Majesty,
inimediately on its arrivai ii England, every communication vhich either branch of tlie

Legislature


