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of the Governor General's n tn into such a controversy. An occv.ion soon presented
itself, and I have the honori to mutjoin an extract fromn a newspaixpr rcport of a speech I
made at a dinner givon to me by the Halifax Ciub :-

* * * *e * ' And herp, gentlemen, I should be dis
" posed to concludo this imp'rc exî'rassion ot rny th ncs, were I not deirona of con
" veying to my friend, tha C.i.l Justice. dh- great gratification I have derived fron the
" remarks which havo pp' l froim him in re, trd to my olicial position as Governor
" General of this great Doiniiion. Gntle:non, I an will avare that this is, as it were
" a domestic festival, and thatt nothing couli be, more inopportune than the slightest
l allusion to any political topic, Lut I may he pormitted to say thn inuch in reference to
i what has fallen from the Chief Justive, that if thore e ine obligation whoso importance
" I approciate more than other, as attaching to the functions of ny offico, it is the abso-
" lute and paratount duty of maintaining4 not merely an outward attitude of perfect
" impartiality towards the varions parties into which the political world of Canada as
94 well as of the Mother Country is divided, but still more of preserving that more subtle
" and inward balance of sympathuy, judgment, and opinion which should elevate the
" representative of your Sov reiga above the faintest suspicion of having any othor
'i desire, aim,or ambition than to ollow the examnple of his Royal Mistroes in the relation
g she bas constantly maintaiiwd towards her Ministers. lier Parlianient, and lier people
" (tremendous applause); to renemour every hoir of the day that he has but one duty and
" but one object-to adminiister his Govornment in the interests of the whole Canadian
" people, and of the Dominion at largo. (Groat cheering.) Of course, gentlemen, liaving
a been but one brief yoar in the country, iny characta'r an i my s3ntintits in the3e
" reseiects can soarcely bi knownî, and thore is alwtys a dangr daring the fervour
" or these political controversies, which seen to b3 conulictej by the prose of Canada with
te peculiar liveliness and animation-(groat laughter) -if uiauthorizeJ] references boing
'r made to the Governor General's supposel emtiments, opinions, and intentions, whiclh
d would convey to the uninstruicte i reador a very erronins imnpressioa o the conduct
« and the attitude of tho chief of the State. Gantlono, I do not maka thiq reinark by
d way of complaint. If there in any porson in CUnada wio lias oean kindly and con-
Isidoetely dedt with by the press, to whom the press of every political complexion has
"shown indulgence and good will, it in myself, and it in most natural and
e by no means an uncomplimentary circumstance, that the organe of different shades
d of opinion should persuade thiemselves that the Governor General muet necessarily
« be of their way of thinking, and see through their spectacloes.. (Laughter.)
s But what I wish to say once for all, and I do not cars how widely this remark is
didisseminated, is this-that there is no human being who is authorizod to mako any
astatement or suggestion as to what my opinion or sentiments may be in respect of any

"political topic, or who ias ever been in a position, or is likely to be in a position, tu make
o anything approaching to a conjecture upon points of this dcscription. It is true,
"my object and my desire is to inforn my mind iupoh every subject afftoting the intereut
"of the country, by conversation and by discussion with any one who can afford me
" instruction or information ; and it would he very unfortunate for me if this freedom
" of intercourse with all clases and parties in Canada, from which I derive so much
e benefit and pleasure, should be trammAlled by the dreaid lat this casual intercourse
" should become the foundîtior for inforence, commiîaent or conjecture in the press. No,
"gentlemen, I understand my duty too well ever to allow my juigment or my sympathies
" to be surprised into political partiz.nship. My one thouglt and desire i3 the welfare
"of Canada as a whole. To maintain her honour, to promote her prosperity, to do my
"duty by her and her entire people, i the sole object of my ambition. Wheti I converse

with your public* men, it scarcely ever occurs to nie to remember o wlat political party
" they belong. I only see in them persons devoting thenselves, each according to his
" lights, to the service of his country. My only guiding star in the conduct and mainten.


