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At the last Session of tho Legislature, the subsidy of 10,000 acres of land per

Mile wag renewed and the Company reorganized. . i ‘
gperimental surveys were made between Paspebiac and Matapedia, a distance
Of 100 miles, in 1872. )

Lo 1877, a line was surveyed from Paspebiac following the coast around Cape
Maqerean and Percé Mountains to Gaspé Basin, making the distance by this route
Doy 100 miles, and another survey was made between Paspebiac an Matapedisa,
et orally following the same route as the first survey, but crossing the principal
TI¥ers further inland at more favorable points.

A survey was also made crossing the Restigouche River, to connect with the
Inter colonial at Campbellton.

After inspecting the plans and profiles propared from these surveys, I went
Over the whole distance, between Matapedia and Gaspé Basin, noting the general
haracter and capabilities of the country, and made a personal examination of those
Portions offering the greatest obstacles to railway construction. ) ’

The country between Matapedia and Paspebiac affords a practicable route gen-
stally favorable, but there are portions near Matapedia, botween the Rivers du

up and Escuminac, crossing the Cascapedia and Bonaventure Rivers, and at Black
ape, that require works of considerable magnitude for a local railway, without
Assistance from a trunk line to which it would be an important feeder.
The gradients are generally undulating and quite favorable to the traffic, buta
Maximum gradient of 80 feet per mile is required at the Cascapedia River for ashnrt
Stance, Taken together, there would be 27 miles of level, 16 miles of 0 to 20 fect,
glmiles of 20 to 40 feet, 24 miles of 40 to 60 feet and 16 miles of 60 to 80 feet }er
lle, ’

L estimate the cost from Matapedia to Paspebiac, with iron bridge superstfuctures
OVer the principal rivers, and including buildings and rolling stock, at $2,692,150,
being $26,921.50 per mile. (Sce Appondix.) _

... Lo connect with the Intercolonial at Matapedia, requires the building of ten
Miles more of line than to connéct at Campbellton by a bridge over the Restigouche,
© cost in either case will be very nearly the same.
. BY Campbellton, the distance to Halifax will be 23 miles less, and to Quebec
threo miles more than by Matapedia.
From Matapedia the surface of the country is composed of hills and side hills, the
Valleys along the streams only adding to their number, for 30 miles to the rich valley
leys J2velle River where they draw back, leaving one to two miles in width of excel-
et land, and become mountains 1,000 to 1 ;7100 feet high, but carry up with them
3 8urface of deep rich soil regardless of their height. At Maria they become lower,
$Wing around to the north embracing among them the flourishing settlement of Irish-
W0, 10 miles from the coast, and after affording a passage to the Cascapedia River
01 their journey to the sea, with the hill from the Black Cape they run inland and
gradually disappear, leaving a slightly undulating tract of country for 50 miles to
'v°l‘t Daniel, and extending many miles inland forming in the interior the broad
ra ey of the great Bonaventure River, East of Port Daniel; for 15 miles to Pal}os
~a:n 08 of hills with villages along the streams run back from high rocky promontories
the coast into mountains. .
8 From Pabos to Percé, a distance of twenty-five miles, the country resumes the
tl)lne character, soil and formation as west of Pert Daniel. Percé Mountau-xs sceupy
® coast from Cape Cannon, three miles to Coin du Bane, extending back tive miles,
teen_ following into a valley two miles in width, rises again in namecless ranges ex-
!0g in a north-westerly direction, leaving a broad belt of rolling country along
® Const to Gaspé Basin.. e )
ich The surface of the whole country traversed, with few exceptions is eovored with
Visik, deep soil, free from loose stones, based on sedimentary rocks which are only
1ble at the water’s edge, at the Bay, and along the channel of the streams.
-eagt hale and limestone formations prevail to Nouvelle River, around Black Cape,
Of Port, Daniel, to Pabos and on the north side of Percé Mountains.
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