[ 53 ]
of the Englifh laws into this province as they are reprefented in the
foregoing report : at leaft he has feen no proofs of either fuch great The espentive-
diftrefs or high difcontent. What he has principally obferved to be [ne e
the fubject of their complaints has been, either the expence, or the Englih lawpro-
dilatorinefs of our law-proceedings; which he therefore conceives princip fub-
ftand in need of reformation : and he is of opinion, that to eftablith '::f;‘x:p‘;:ir::lsc of
three courts of general jurifdi®tion in all matters criminal as well ag the Cunadians.
civil in the province, to fit every week in the year (with a very few To erct e
roy. ourts o

exceptions) in the towns of Quebec,  Three Rivers, and Montreal, goyeral jurit:
would be the moft adequate remedy for thefe complaints. didtion to hold

their fittings
weekly,

And as to the fubftance of ihe lIaws which are to be henceforwards
admitted in this province, he conceives that the beft way of all to.
{ettle thefe would be to make a code of them, that thould contain To make a code
all the laws of every kind, criminal as well as civil, that wereﬁﬁ’i‘%‘ixf‘:";r’ﬁ;
intended to be of force here, to the exclufion of all other laws, Vi
both French and Englith, that were not inferted in the faid code; by
which means all pretence would be taken away both from the French
and Britith inhabitants of this province for complaining that they
are governed by unknown laws. This he conceives to be a work of
difficulty indeed, but by no means impracticable ; and he apprehends.
that it would be a work of very great utility to the province, even
though it thould be very imperfeétly executed, and many important
articles thould happen to be omitted in it; provided only that thofe
things that were inferted in it were ufeful and reafonable, and fet
forth in a clear and proper manner : becaufe he apprehends that
the rules fo inferted would be fufficient to govern at leaft all the
common cafes that would happen in the ordinary courfe of human
affairs, fuch as defcents in the right line, the right of reprefentation
in grand-children whofe parents are dead, the dower of widows,
the rents and fervices due to feigniors, the obligations and duties
due from them to cheir tenants, the feignior’s right to the common:
mutation-fines, his right of pre-emption of his tenant’s land when
the ‘tenant is difpofed to fell it, the rules of evidence in courts
of juftice, the folemnities neceffary to be obferved to give validity to
a deed or will, and the like obvious and important matters ; which
would be fuficient to prevent the province from falling into con-
fufion. And as to the nicer cafes which might be omitted in fucha
code, they might afterwards be fupplied by particular ordinances
paffed from time to time for that purpofe. ' 5
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