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income; but instead of being brighter, things began to look
ivorse. Mr. Jones retired from business, and Roland %vas again
thrown out ofw~ork. With the best ofcredentials and Mr. Jones'
influence, he ncxt secured a position as second book-keeper
in a wholesale bouse. He badl niastercd sborthand to such a
degree that he coule. make a fair report of a public gatbering,
and hie was employed by one of the neîvspapers as an occasionai
evening reporter; but hie was called upon so seldom that it did
flot bring him an average of two dollars aweek,. For two more
years he worked on, bis heart aching because lie iras unabie
to do more for lis loved ones at home, îvhose necessities had
increased.

Every newspaper ivas searched for a more lucrative opcning;
snany advertisements were answered, but hie iras aiîrays too late,
or lacked influence. He attended to every duty, hie put up w~ith
every inconvenience, hie avoided aIl kinds of society, hie iras
written down as a miser and mean by bis companions in the
office, and lie endured it ail without a murmnur, sustained alone
by what was in luis heart.

A fine looking young mnan, the son of an Englisb curate, the
arms of society ivere ivide open to receive hlmi, andi in sortie
cases it really importuned bim. In several instances there
appeared to be opportunities îvhich, if cultivated, îssiglit have
led to an alliance where the wealth hie lackcd. would have been
secured, but nothing dazzled or attracted him. The "tacit
understanding" ivas a bond strong cîsougli to bind him until
death. Or, perhaps, it should not be put in that ligbit. The
great love hie bad for Vivian so filled bis constant lîeart that lie
had no room for a single tbouglit of another, and lie toiled on
ivearily, bopefully, uncomplainingly, until the clay should corne
when she %vould fi11 bis life.

The firm in whicb Roland ivas employed iras forced to close
out a business in Princeport, ivhich %vas not able to mieet its
bills, and lie iras offered the pDsiuion of going there as oî'erseer
and book-keeper at a salary of fifteen dollars a iveck. As lie
%veul,I he able to return to bis old eniployment wlicn the goocls
ivere sold, bie accepted it for tIhe purpose of being in a position
to send nîore money home. Hewuas neariy ayear indcisposing
of the stock, as there iras a large quanti ty of uxîsalcable goods,
and the saleable ones lîad to lic renewved several tinies to help
îvork off the others. Thiis work wîas about completecl, wlben lie
received a telcgram to close up tlîe place, but reniain tenmpor.
arily in charge, as thîe flrm in Msontreal lîad becomse insoirent.
In a short time lie ivas out of employaient and inany huaidred
miles aîvay frein the spot wh'lere lie isac an y acquaintan ces. H is
heart sank îvitlîin bim, and the object wvlicb lie lived to attain
iras reinoved to an indefinite distance.

He secured first one situation andl then another in Prince-
port. Somnetimes bis salary iras good, and sonietinies below
wlîat lie coule. afforci to îvork for ; but lie coule. lie ln a rough
cheap way tliere, and save for bis loî'ed ones, andI tiuis prevented
lis rCturn to Montreal.

Roland had noticed a change in tIse tone of bis inother's Jet-
ters, an increasing discontent, a spirit of deeper coaîplaiaiag
and chafing under lier lot, whicli caused lîlaii sorroîr and appre-
hension. His letters neyer lost thecir hopefuil character, no mat-
tcr Isoî lus beart bled, and lus cheering uvords irere calculated
to lift lus motiier's spirit out of bier clsronic gloonii ; but " bope
deferred mraketh the lîcart sick,' andI the prospects irert sucli
that really tliere iras slight grônd for hope.

After struggling on and trying every way to attain to success,
Roland saur bimself apparentiy no nearer than irlen lie first
lancied on the whîarf at Montreal. H-e iras temipted to îîîake
some bold stroke and imitate others irbo lîad secured success

in a fewv nonths at thse mines; but as the chances of failure were
twenty to one against himn, he besitateil. He feit that thsose who
depended on Iiita could net afford to muiss bis reinittance even
for tIhe fer nionts that %veuld. be required to miake a trial, and.
ultimate failure uvould bring actual ivant and suffering.

Hoiv lîad itfared witb bis dear ones at home ?
For some tinue after Roland ieft, luis niother iras soinewhat

comfortable in lier sister's bouse. It iras like a visit lengtheneci
out ; but little by little this feeling passed airay, andI onie of
dependency tookits place. Then lier inanner becaîîie restraiiied;
it iras eî'icent shie felt lier position keealy, and tliis maîde lier
sister and brotier-in-lar uahappy. Tlîey ivere both very kind
to bier, and noîv tried to increase their mîanifestations of kind-
ness, urbich i vere nîisinterpreted by Mrs. Radcliffe, and slîe
becanse reaiiy unhappy. Vivian tried to do ail she couid to
relieve tlIetedium iof MIrs. Racliff's life. Sse saiv uitîssorrow
andi regret tIse grnîving feeling of discoinfort, antI die licr lîest
to exorcise tîe spirit. It was but six miles froiilr. Danforth'sto
Mrs. Racliffe's sister's home, and Vivian frecquently wenlt over to
visit lier, and often brought ?Jîs. Radcliffe hîomîe %vithliber, and
kept lier for days. Tien M\-rs. Radcliffe would groîr restless,
and Vivian would retura lier to bier sister's, and visit lier again
every few days.

Vivian's niotîser had been an invalid for years,. and about tîsis
tine sîse becaiuse worse, and passed quietly auay. This left a
blank in tIse hiouseliold tlîat it feli to Viviaîi's lot to partly fil],
and prerented lier froni spending as nincu time as formerly
witii Roland's 1niother.

About a ycar after 'Mrs. Danfortli's death tîsere wns trouble
ii ' i Mr. Danforhl's office. His partaer liad done sonîething in
the nianageusient of tIse Belliîugton estate, uxhicli brouglit tIse
firn into responsibilities wiuich conipletciy ruinecl Mivr. Danforthl.
To icet tîsis iiability Mr. Danfortîs lîad to isake over ail lus
property' to young Lord J3ellington, and could barciy purcliase
a cottage into ubiclu to tiiore lis famîily. I-e iras scarceiy
setticci ini lis cincumscribed quarters %vlîen a stroke of paralysis
carried hini off. Tise business iras settledt up, antI Mýr. Dan-
fortlî's brother adopted tise yotinger clilcîren, andi offéreci Vi vian
a home ; but sIte would 150t tbink of lcaving tIse locality wvîere
iîrs. Radcliffe livecl. The cottage and its furniture irere ,iven

to Virian as lier shiare of tIse estate, and certain interests wouid
produce about turenty potines a year for a iimited time, andI
tîsen tisis would cease. Vivian asked Mrs. Radcliffe to niake
lier hîomîe uritî lier, anid sîse acccpted tIse offer.

Virian auîd Mrs. Radcliffe %vere noir started at luousekecpiîig,
uvith an assurcd inconie of tuventy pounds, te be acided to by
RoLausd's remittances. For a long timie Mrs. Radcliffe iras
luappier than she hsad been durng tihe last feu' years ; but this
uvore asvay, and se soon becaine veiy despouideuit and clîssatis-
flcd. Tlsoir incousie irasnfot sufficient toiimeet tîseirwiants, sinîle!
as tlîcy uvere, andI Vivian iias put to lier iiits' ent h know viat
to do to provent Mrs. Radcliffe fromn finding ont tise real1 state
of tlsings. Tie girl iras dismnissed, and a youinger ouse
got at less ivages, andI Viiin ctIaliiîrgo part of the lîouscurork.
D)resses ansd bonnsets isod to lie macle oror aîîd triissisiod, and
Viiian, urîso liad liad iso experionco la thîis kiuid of work, liad t0
learn Isoî to do it. A stisall gardeu. adjoiisg tIse cottage \v'as
cultivatcd by Xl rian's ouvn biands, and nearly cusouglu u'egetabies
raisecl to nicet tihe urasîts of tie littie lînuseliolci. Fromi early
nsornuing utîtil late laito tie niglit sue iras busy at lier urork, never
repining, neyer comiplainixig. If sue liad hsopes, tlsey restocl on
an invisible founclatios ; but sîse nover appenred altogether des-
pondent. If shie feit Ioîr-spirited, she hiid it fromr lier frierd-


