2 % oyages of

in all times caufed maritime towns to abound in riches,
among which Alexandria and Tyre are diftinguithed, and
numerous others, which fill up the regions of the interior
with the objects of beauty and rarity obtained from foreign
nations. For this reafon, many princes have ftriven to find
a northerly route to China, in order to facilitate commerce
with the Orientals, in the belief that this route would be
fhorter and lefs dangerous.

In the year 1496, the king of England commlfﬁoned John
Cabot and his fon Sebaftian to engage in this fearch.! About
the fame time, Don Emanuel, king of Portugal, defpatched
on the fame errand Gafpar Cortereal, who returned with-
out attaining his object. Refuming his journeys the year
after, he dled in the undertaking; as did alfo his brother
Michel, who was profecuting it perfeveringly.? In the years
1534 and r535, Jacques Cartier received a like commiffion

from King Francis L, but was arrefted in his courfe? Six
years after, Sieur de Roberval, having renewed it, fent Jean

1 The firft commiffion was granted by
Henty VI1I. of England to John Cabot
and his three fons, Lewis, Sebaftian,
and Sancius, March 5, 1496. — Rymer’s
Fadera, Vol. XII. p. 595. The firtt
voyage, however, was made in 1497.
The fecond commiffion was granted to

" John Cabot alone, in 1498. — Vide Hak-
luyt, 1600, London, ed. 1810, Vol. III.
pp. 25-31.

% Cortereal made two voyages under
the patronage of Emmanuel, King of
Portugal, the firft in 1500, the fecond
in 1501. In the latter year, he failed
with two thips from Lifbon, and explored
fix hundred miles or more on our north-
ern coaft. The veffel in which he failed
was loft; and he perifhed, together with

Alfonfe

fifty natives whom he had captured.
The other veffel returned, and reported
the incidents of the expedltlon The
next year, Michael Cortereal, the brother
of Gafpar, obtained a commiﬂion, and
went in fearch of his brothér; but he
did not return, and no tidings were ever
heard of him:

3 Jacques Cartier made three voyages

in 1534, 1535, and 1540, refpectively,
in which he effected very important dif-
coveries ; and Charlevoix juftly remarks
that Cartier’s Memoirs long ferved as a
guide to thofe who after him navigated
the gulf and river of St. Lawrence. For
Cartier’s commiffion, fee Hazard's State
Papers, Vol. 1. p. 1q.
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