
j the right ta place their names on the
votera' ljst, can be effected in the turne and
with the facilities provided. This is, bow-
ever, a matter of detail. It should be easily
adjusted with the help of the practical mien
on bath aides of the House. But on gen-
eral principles, it will, we think, he con-
ceded by rnast thaughtful men, on either
aide of politics, that no bettor metbod for
securing the vote ta the largest number of
thase eligible, and renderiug fraud and per-
sanatian difficuit, bas yet been devised,
than an effective registration systein. There
can be little daubt that the metbod will
befaore many years ho adapted in bath iDomi-
mian and Pravincial politics. The leading
features of the Mowat Bill, which aims
simply ta make trial of the system within
a limited aires, and far a certain class af
vatera, bas the appraval,we believe, of saine
of the most tboughtful 0onservatives in tbe
Pravince. The Empire charges in sa mauy
words that it is a device ta help the Ontaria
Government, and that it is particularly de-
signed ta deprive the party ini Toronto of the
advantage in numbers of manhood votera
whicb they dlaim ta have gained under the
aid systcm. But why may these saine young
men nat ha relied on, if they value the
franchise, or have enough patriotic feeling
ta, entitle thern ta the rights of citizenship,

* ta take the arnali amount of trouble neces-
sary ta register their naines ? In the face of
a near election, there is little danger that

* many would neglect the precautian. At the
saine turne, it is clear that ail this unsteemly
struggle and mutual suspicion rnight bave
been happily avoided, had the Government
been maguanimaus enaugh tn refer tbe
matter ta a mixed comrnittee, enipowered ta
bring in a jaint recammendation, such as
wauld have camrnanded the support af ail
the best mon on bath sides.

Sir Jabn Thanipsan's luoid speech an
* the North-West Sohool Question last week

must have gane far ta couvince ail reason-
able persans that the Catholics of the Terri-
tories have littlo cause for complaint.

r In several instances the arrangements coin
plained of as a denial or deprivation of the
rights of the minority were sbown ta have
been made by the represeutatives af that

minanit7 , or with their fuît concurrence.
For instance, with regard ta the complaint
touching the seleotion of soot books, ho
stated that the selection was made by the
Roman Catholio division of the Board of
Education before the ardinance complaiued
of, that of 1892, was passed, snd had not
beeu disturbed since in any important par-
ticutar. Froin the stîternents of Mr. Haut-
tain it appeared that no text-books have
been struck off which the Roman Catholic8
wished ta retain, snd none added ta whjch
they objeoted. Sa with regard ta the books
upon which the teachers' examinations were
bold, Sir John said that no cause of coin-
plaint could exist againat the legistation of
1892, because in 1891, although the mem-
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bers cf the Roman Cathalic section of the
Board had the right ta prescribe the books
for the examinations for Separate School
teachers, tbey deolined ta exercise that right,
and a rosolution in favour af an uniform
system waa passed upon the motion of a
member of that section. The Prernier's
speech was avawedly made witb reserve, yet
one can hardly r3-ad it without receiving,
or at least baviug confirmecl, the impression
that the complaints are more of Quebec
than af North-WVest origin, and that in
rnany cases tbey are the result af after-
thought. Sir John's explanation that the
disallowauce cf the Act of 1892 would net
disannul auy regulations made under that
Act previous ta its disallowauco, since dis-
allawance takes effect only from the mom-
ent cf its proclamation, preseuts what to the,
tay mind seems a rather strange state of
things. If bis remark on this point is rightly
reported aud we have correctly understood
it, it would scein as if ahl a local legislature
bas to do, in order to escape froin the effeots
of disallowauco of a doub tfuli Act, is ta make
witb aIl haste such regulations as will put
into operation the provisions of the Act, and
then await its disatlowance with equani-
mity. Probably bis rernarks on this
point have been misreported or misappre-
hended.

The msJority report of the British Royal
Labour Commission witl probably bo dis-
appointing to many. More definite sud posi-
tive recommeudations wero 1no doubt ex-
pectod, particularly with reference ta such
matters as appoiuting official arbitrators ,es-
tsbtishing boardi of conciliation, or arbitra-
tien, sud regulating the hours of labour.
Conservative-we do flot use the wvard iu the
party seuse--views bave evideutty prevailed.
Beyaud recommeuding a few mild,teutative
measures, such as giving a public depart-
ment power to appoint an arbitrator ta
sot atone or in coujunction with others, the
rnajority dc not go. Saine of the enormous
difficulties wbich confront auy attempt at ad-
vauced labour legislation ara very ctearly
brought out. For instance, it would
seoin a simple thiug enough for Partiament
ta put it in the power of any t rado ta settle
the bours cf labour by a vote of the trade.
But the practical difficulty in defiuing who
coustituto the trade sud should have a vote
under suoh legistation, is no doubt very
great, if îîut insuperable. The Commission
have no doubt doue wisely in net attempt-
ing ta propose auy stricter law for the pre.
vention. of intimidation by picketing, etc.
It is pretty evideut that the lino can be
drawu culy at violence or threats cf violence.
As the Commission point out, moral com-
pulsion may ho carried ta great lengths in
ways which the ]aws osunot contraI, sud
cannot usefully àttempt te cantrol.

Perbaps the most difflcult subjeot which
tho Commission had to consider is that cf
Il sweating." The mincrity repart declares
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in favor of immediate and strong ies'O
ta stop the sweating systein, the e-xcessive
bours of labour, etc., and ta raise the stand-

ard of life aniong the oppressed warkilS

people. But the radical union Mien Ore
sametimes disposed ta be even mare cruel
than the capitalists iu their treatmeilt Of a11

workmen who do not corne up ta their
standards. This is a case in whicb ee-
tremes ineet. The union workmen, intent

only on the interests of their owu elass,
and the philantbrapists, ç;,hose sonsibilities
are shocked by the bardsbips and 1r'o
tion of the Ilsweated "work peaple, are
alike apt ta forget ta a6k what wauli be the

effeot af the suddeu closing up of the sWeslt-
ing establishments upon thase poor wVork-

ers. If it were ouly a qa3stian of a lau'
ta compel. the sweating employers ta rù
sharter houri', psy botter wages, and ii.

prove the oharacter of the places in ehicb
their business is oarried on, the tbing 0d
be easy enough. But the trouble iO, tb5t
the sweator's employees are usuallY 0' a
kmnd who cannot find employment ifl the
better olass of ebtaiblishments becais Ocf
their want of skili or strengtb, or their
general ineffioienoy, and who canuot even
obtain situations, t,) say uothing of earnO ig

better wages, under the stress of (3oulPet *
tion witb skitled workmen. The u6il

often with them is that between life undcr
their terribly bard conditions aud ife

without even the presont wrotcbed ne8Os
of support. ilenco it will no doubt ho U51

ually found that those who are sufferng
horrible hardships and privations in tije
sweatiug shops witl bo the firat ta depre-

cate auy legal interference with their eln'

ployers, because tbat would mean absalutC
starvation fcr them. In saine Of the
cities, philanthropie ladies are fr"1
themselves into societies or bauds pledged

not ta patronize those wbo aire believed tO

deal in the produots of the sweaters' toi'
On the same principie, the praction Of biy'
ing the cheaper goodsiss)metimes denctInc'
ed, aven fromn the pulpitî. These phil'O'
thropists deserve inuch credit for thelf
humano motives, but they evidentty 5Batuld
carry their kind feelings, or rather 811ffsr
their kiud feelings ta carry theni, a î1 ttle
furtber, aud ask thoinselves what woulld bO

tho fate of these wratchod, underpaid, 5"nd

overworked people, who produco the cheap

goods, were everyone ta suddenly refuse to
purchase them. Tbe raplv of the unions is
short aud ta the purpose. " Let theni go un-
der, or go where they can. Our business
is ta raise the condition of the ski liedan
abte.bodied labourers." The racoinniends'
tien of tho rnajority of the Cnuiao
would rosoh the samoe end by .sonwa

slower prccess-gradual. extinction of the

lowest o1a3s of work places in hh b
swested industries are carried ou, e r

haps nothiug better can be doue, for these
placesare a menac bath to the healt ad tO

the mairais cf tho communities 1 î
tbey oxi8t. Bu ti elatleast ta seeai

that is involved in beroic measureOseo
being in baste ta use tbem. bf r


