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"It is sat'sfactory t> learn that
only a thousand of the Martini-
Metford abortions have been issued
in Canada. It was stated that
10,000 had been ordered. What

has become of the remaining nine
thousand ?

So it appears that the new car-
tridge factory machinery received
at Quebec was, as we presumed,
for the manufacture of cordite am-
munition for the new ‘303 rifle.
Now that the consignment of the
faked Martini-Metfords has proved
A delusion and a snare, the ques-
tion naturally arises, what are they
going to do with it ?

* The elitor of the Doylestown Pa.
** Daily Demacrat,” ix striving to con-
vinee the Pennsylvania Quakers of the
value of military drill for school children
the = Society of Friends™ having protest-
edagainstit.  The Democerat says: - We
cannot see how the introduction of a
military exercise into the public schools
would tenl * to undervalue the serviees
of those in the peaceful walks of life.
Wethink the *Yearly Mecting of the
Friends of Philadelphia®™ have raken a
wrong view of the question. and especial-
Iv of the demoralizing cffect the drill
would have. It would, we believe. raise
the stanlard of patriotism, and inerease
pablie virtue,”

This is what we think about the
drilling of boys, and besides there
15 a practical dollars and cents side
to the question as well. It is less
costly and much easier to drill boys
than men. That is why we think
that the Dominion government
should do more in the way of en-
couraging school cadet corps, and
such invaluable organizations as

the Highland Cadets of Montreal.

It is difhicult to understand the

principle on which so many em-
ployees and relatives object toyoung
men entering the militia. We hold
that the militia, apart from its value
as a defensive force, altogether,
has had a most benecficial effect
upon the manhood of Canada. A
British Army officer in a recent
lectuire before the Military Society
at Aldershot made some very sen-
sible remarks on the value of the
trained soldicr to the nation cn Lis
return to civic pursuits. ‘T'he pub-
lic are prone to forget. says the
officer, that mouey expended in the
training of a soldier, especially if
the training is directed to making
him self-reliant and resourceful, is
wiscly employed in the military in-
terests of the nation. There is,
moreover, another and perhaps an
equally important consideration to
be taken into account. The bene-

fit to the nation of having a large
proportion of its population con-
tinually drafted back iuto civil life,
with all the qualities which go to
make gocd citizens, developed and
strengthened by their military
training, cannot be too highly esti-
mated. That a man can be less
useful as a fighting man or less
amenable to discipline because he
is capable of thinking and acting
for himself is a theory of which we
should be glad to hear the last.

Canadian Military Rifle
League.

The following circular letter is just to
hand from the Secretary of the Canadian
Military Rifle League.

OrTawa, 7th May, 1893.

Si,—1 beg to inform you that the
T.eague Matchies will be held on the 1st
and 15th June, and 6th and 20th July.

There will be three separate series,
viz :—1st, Martini, Martini Metford or
Lee-Metford ; 2ud, Snider ; 3td, Snider
Carbine.

Teams will consist of ten mien. FEn-
trance fee, 310 ; but when more than
one team from the same organization en-
ter. S1o for the first team aud 25 for each
additional team.

Futries, accompanied by the fees, are
to be made to I.t.-Col. Hodging, Treas'r.
Department of Justice, Ottawa, not later
than 25th May.  Chogues must be made
pavable at par in Ottawa,

Be careful to state fxr which series en-
tries are intended.

Score Sheets and all necessary infor:
mation {cr conducting the matches will
be seut ou receipt of entries.

The Dept. of Militia and Defence will
issue free amumunition,

An offer has been made by the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Telegraph Co., to
send scores by telegraph for fifty cents
per team for each match. Inttructions
for telegraphing will be given with the
rules and regulations on the scoring
sheets.

Itisa well recognized fact that the
I.eague has been the means of greatly
increasing the interest in rifle shooting,
aud it is hoped that this year the entries
will be more numesrous than ever.

I trust therefore that vour Dattalion
{Association) will be represented.

Yourobedient servant,
E. D. SUTHERLAXND,
Capt. 43rd Batt'n,,
Sec'y. C. M. R. L.

—— > & 4O —

The State of the Commissioned
Ranks as told by the ** List.”

——

This letivr was inandvericnthv crewadont of
var Lassissne,

An analvtical examination of the Mi-
litia list of 1st January 1593, is instructive
and may provide food for reflection to
those interested. It showsthat there are
a few vacancies in the cavalry, and out
of 77 leutenants, 27 are stiil unqualified,
cight of whose appointnients date from
1557, 1886 and 1558, but the remainder
were made within the last two or three
vears.

The seventeen ficld hatterics have two
captains and four licutenants missing,
amd out of 30 licutenants, 1o hold pro-
visional approintiments, two of the latter

dating from 1587 and 1589 respectively,

the rest being recent appointments.

The garrison artillery also shows a few
shortages, and among 68 lieutenants, 29
are unqualified, four of whose commis-
sions date from 1883, 1884 and 1589, but
the balance date within the last two
years, and are chiefly in the British Co-
lumbia battalions,

In the two engineer companies all the
officers are qualified, but there is one va-
cancy among the subalterns.

The examination of the infantry list
shows a considerable shortage among
the subalterns and is far from cieditable
in “qualification,” clearly demonstrating
a disregard of regulations, and the
‘““ laisser faire” policy of headquarters,

There are still four battalions to be
raised to fill the gaps caured hy the dis-
banding of the jth, 15th, 24th and gsth,
which leaves g2 regiments of * militia
list cfliciency™ on the roster, comprising
622 companies whose full rank of com-
missioned cflicers should be :
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But out of the 137 majors, 577 captains,
and g67 lieutenanis there are still 2 ma-
jors, 28 captains and 576 lieutenants
bolding commissions * provisionally®
and a great nwminber of these contrary to
regulations,

The provisional appointments of the
two majors date from 1585 and 1887 ; of
the 28 captains one each dates from
1878, 18S3, 1883 and 1886, five from 1891
and six from 1392,

Of the 1st lientenants one is as ancient
as 1568, others in 1574, 1875 with many
in the 'So's, and amoung the 2und lieute-
nants some go ** way back’ to 1871 and
1872 and so ont up to 1894.

It is interesting to note that there is
not one regiment strictly complete of its
establishment in the whole infantry ser-
vice ; bul the only oune (a 7 Co. Batt.)
that appreoaches that efliciency and
1eads the list is the T1st, all of whose cfli-
cers are qualified, but there is one cap-
tain missing.

Among those whose rosters are com-
plete but contain unqualified lieuten-
ants, are the :—
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