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ON TIIE DEATH OF II

(—

& 13 it not more beantifisl for the young eheek to heblanched
hy Lieath than Lile "—(From the German of Rickicr.)

Not yet the summer’s bloom is o'er,
Not yet the rose has fled,

Bat oh! a brighter, dearer spring,—
A sweeter flower is dead.

Why wert thou given to the earth
'I’o blossom for a day,

An:l then, in all thy loveliness,
Untimely snatched away ?

‘Siill, still to eatel thy graceful form
In many a scene we turn,

And start from yearning dreams of thee,
Alas {—10 clasp thy urn }

Yet thou art happy, blessed child,
1n thy fresh bloom to die,—

To carry that pure gentle heart
Untainted to the sky ;

To puss {rom youtl’s unclouded scene
T'o regions yet more fair,~—

From bright bat (leeting joy below,
To bliss eternal there.

Spared the dark pilgrimage of life,
Untouched by gri'cf or sin,

*Twas easy, thou beloved one,
For thee to “‘enter in”

But ours the danger,~—ours the losg,—
To work and to endure,—

“To make, with fear and tresubling,
Our own election sure.

If, in this cold wngeninl clime,
For thee to die was gain,
Yet daiker, lonelier is the path
'T'o those that must remain.

Dut we will take thy angel life
As a sweet holy spell,

For nanght but pure and peaceful thonghts
Can with that memory dwell.

E. J. D.
Montreal, September, 1846,

POPULATION AND PROSPECTS OF
THE JEWISIT NATION.

———

The following letter is from the pen of
Judge Noah of New York, himself a Jew.

New York, June 1S, 1844.

Mr. Editor,—A late number of your paper
contained the following paragraph:i—

« Jews. It is said that the total nmnber of
Jews throughout the world is estimated at 3,163,-
700; and it is seid that this number has never
materially varied from the time of David down-
wards.” '

it has always been a subject of intevest,
although not of general enquiry, to ascertain
as nearly as possible the numerieal force of
the Jewish people in every part of the world,
and looking forward to the speedy fulfilment
of all the promises made to that peculiar and
favored race in their restoration to the land
of their ancestors, I have been at consider-
able pains to obtain a censnbs, accurate as
far as every country in Euarope is referred to,

‘but depending upon estimates, always be-
low the actual number, of those residing in
Asia and Aiviea, from which it appears that
the Jewish nation number full six millions
of people, divided and located, as follows:

In all parts of ancient Poland before

Tammber. They are powerful in China, and

on the borders of Twtary; likewise in
Persin and the countries borderving on tho
Indian QOcean. In Abysenin and Ethiopia
there ‘are many communities of black Jews,
and they have a separate congregation at
Calcutta.

The number of the Jewish people despor-
sed i every part of the world will surprise
no one who takes into consideration that for
four hundred years they have been in a
measure exempt from these persecutions,
which they suifered prior to the reformation
uot have Iflcy been included in the various
wars which have {for several himdred years
desolated Europe and Asia.  Naturally a
pacific people, adhering at a very early
age to their international marriages, exceed-
ingly temperate in living, and constitution-
ally active and energetic, their self-aug-
menting population from these causes must
greatly have inereased their numbers, and
warrant the belief that they are at thistime
as numerous as they were m the palmy days
of David and Salomon.

There is another error in your paragraph,
which it may be as well to notice af this
time. You state that the nnmber of Jews
has never materially varied from three mil-
lious, from the time of David downwards.
Very nearly that namber has been ex-
terminated by wars and violence 5 from
what may be considered the commence-
ment of their national troubles.

According to Joseplus and contem-

porary writers, there were slaugh-

tered in Cisuria, the Syrians... 20,000
In Jerusalemy, ocensioned by the in-

solence of a Roman goldier, under ‘

Clanding coeuvviiiianinvnniiiiaenss 20.000
At Scitopolis .o ovivniiiviiinininn 13,000
At Alexandria, in consequence of the

rivalry of the Grecks and Egy

tinns,. ... 50,000
At Ascalon, from the same cause...... 2,500
At Prolemnis . e vinreiiierieiinninns 2,000
At Silucia, by the Syrians und Greeks 50,000
At the seige of Jerusalem by Pompey. 12,000
By an earthquake in Judea, 42 or 43

years before Christ. .ovnevavea.. 30,000
In conscquence of a revolt, occasioned

by breaking a Roman eagle, plae-

ed in the portico of the Temple,

in the reign of Avgustus .. ....... 13,000
1n a sedition suppressed by Varug, Go-

vernor of Syria... 2,000
In ‘an nmbnscade before Ascalon, in

the beginuing of the war against

the Romans . 18,000
At the capture of Jaflu by Titus...... . 15,000
At the scige of Jotaput-the. 13th of

NErO cinetcveiiisnnsennanesa. ~ ~40,000
Taking of Tariche, and: at the naval . )

battle on the Lake Gensarette... 6,500
After this victory, Verspasian being in

the tribunal at Tariche, sent 6,000

to Nero, to work at the Isthinus

of the Morea---30,400 were sold

at public vendue, and 12,000 old

men, unable to bear arms, were

put to death «.covvvvciiiinniiieneee. 12,000
‘At the capture of Ginma by Titus...... 9,000
In a battle against Placidus, Licut. of

Vespasion, near the village of

Galara ... [T veeeee 15,000
At the seige of Jerusalem and destme-

tion of the Temple by Tiws...... 1,100,000
In the revoit of the fulse Messiah

Barchechobas and in the several

revolts under Adrian, Trojan, and

Justinian...ceveecissveerrvicersonnnnes 600,000
Add to this, that from the time of the

adoration of the Golden Calf; to

the return of the ark, which had

been eaptured by the Philistines,

there were destroyed ....ccevaivee. 239,600

MAkINg e eeverermnranemimeerranenenns .. 2,248,000
This amount does not include neither the
Josses they met with in the wars anterior to
the captivity, nor the persecutions and re-
volts in the time of the German Emperors
and the middle ages, nor the proseriptions en
masse, which were so frequently renewed in

the partition of 1772.............. 1,000,000
In Russia, comprehending Woldavia

and Wallachia v . oiiviennnnns 200,000
In the different states of Genuany 750,000
In Holland and Belgiom. ...ovovenn. 80,000
Sweden and Denmark. .. 6.000
France...ccoeeavnnenns . 75,000
England ....ceivvcniensan. . 60,000
Italian States....... Ferereenerrenarereennss 200,000
"All North and South America and the "

West Indies ..vvvvivenssenenreneannss 100,000

In the Mahomedan States of Europe,
Asia and Africa.....ccecevevenne.... 3,000,000
Persia, China and [lindostan .......... 1,000,000
. ) 6,471,000
The above inclndes all who are actnally
known as_ professing and following the re-
ligion of their forefuthers. It is“impossible
" to ascertain the number of those residing in
Catholic countries and concealing their re-
liginn from motives of policy. The number
in Spain who preferred outwardly embracing
-the Catholic faith to avoid banishment under
" - Ferdinand and Isabella, is several hundred
* thousand, and are at this day connected with
the firat families in Spain and Portugal. * In
- Asia and’ the Turkish -dominions, I have
made-an estimate rather below their actual

different parts of the world, in the times of
the invasions by the barbarians, and since
their establishment in the Roman provinces.
Under all these calamities and oppression,
like those vivacious plants which can resist
the intemperance of all seasons, have been
by divine interposition, enabled to sustain
themselves amidst so many appalling ob-
stacles; and have -found in the strength of
their laws, new principles of existence.

Tn pursuing the inquiry as to their numeri-
cal force, much interesting information has
been obtained as to their various pmsuits ;
and it is gratifyingto learn that agriculture,
their original occupation, claims a great por-
tion of their attention. The plains of
Ninevah, Greece, Persia, Egypt, Lithunia,

Ukraine and Moldavia, are full of Jewish
agricnlturists ; they are, it is, said, the best
cultivitors of .the grape in Turkeyj inall
parts of the Kast they are dyers, workers in
silk, weavers and blacksmithsj in Poland
they are farmers, curriers, lace weavers,
potters and ‘silversmiths ; and although the
great body of the nation are still engaged in
trade-and commeree in every quarter of the
world, with undiminished success, they are
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nevertheless receiving a more liberal edu-
eation, are cultividing a taste for the arts,
and many are pursaing the more enlightened
and seientific professions with reputation,
and are institating reforms inthe ceremonial
parts of their religion, without invading any
of its cardinal principles,

Wealth is not generally or equally diffus-
ed among the Jews, but the agoeregate of
their possessions constitntes them by far the
most wealthy people on the eartly, and the
enormous proportions are so located as to
seeure & very decided influence in the move-
ments of every nation, making them, in a
measure, the arbitrators of very important
movements,

Although the Jewish people are entirely
passive in relation to the restoration, and
waiting the great advent with the same
patience and hunility which they have
evinced for the Jast cighteen hundred years,
relying with unabated confidence on the
promises and protection of that divine power
which has ever been newr them and with
them, nevertheless, there has been no
period in their history in which Christians
generally have taken more interest in their
temporal and religlous welfare, than they
evinee at the present time.  This is the pro-
vidential prelude to great events—they know
too little of cach other ; and a closer approxi-
mation, a mutual surrender of prejudices,
and a greater reliance of Christians npon
what constituted primitive Christianty, will
at once show how slender is the ling that
divides use I eannot avoid believing that
the great triumph reserved for Christinnty
will be in their ageney and co-operation in
restoring the Jews to their ancient heritage,
for it cannot be politically accomplished
without their aid; and if the second advent,
so called, and so avdently desired by pious
Christians, is ever to come 1o pass, it can-
not, T hardly coneceive, take place until after
the restoration is accomplished ; and there
is a throne to be occupied, & nation to be
governed, and the propheeies fulfilied.

UNITARTANISM MOST FAVOGURABLE
TO PIETY.

Unitarianism is the system most favour-
able to piety, beeause it holds forthand pro-
serves inviolate the spiritnality of God.
% God is a spirit, and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in trath.”
1t is of great importance 1o the progress and
elevution of the religious principle, that we
shounld refine more and more. our concep-
tions of God ; that we should separate from
him all material properties, and ‘whatever is
limited -or imperfect in our. own nature;
that we should rezard him as a pure intelli-
gence, an unmixed and infinite Mind.
When it pleased God to select the Jewish
people and place them under miraculons
interpositions, one of the first precepts given
them was, that they should not represent
God under any bodily form, any graven
image, or the likeness of any ercature.
Next eame Christianity, which had this for
one of ils great objects, to render religion
still more spiritual, by abolishing the cere-
monial and outward worship of former
times, and by discarding those grosser
modes of deseribing God, through which
the ancient prophets had sought to impress
an unrefined people.

Now, Unitarianism coneurs with this snb-
lime moral purpose of God. It asserts his
spiritnality. It approaches him under mno
bodily form, but as a pure spirit, as the in-
finite and universal Mind. On the other
band, it is the direct in{luence of Trinita-
rianism to materialize men’s conceptions of
God ; and, in truth, this system is o relapse
into the error of the rudest and carliest ages,
into the worship of a corporeal God. "Its
leading feature is. the doctrine of a God
clothed with a body and acting and speak-
ing through a material frame,—of the Infi-
nite Divinity dying on a cross; a doctrine,
which in earthliness reminds us of the my-
tholoay of the rudest pagans, and which a
pious Jew, in the twilight of the Mosaic re-
ligion, would have shrunk from with horror.
Jt seems to me no small objection to the
Trinity, that it supposes God to take a body
in the later and more improved ages of the
world, when it is plain, that such a manifes~
tation, if needed at all, was peenliarly re-
quired in the infaney of the race. "The ef-
fect of such a system in debasing the idea
of God, in associating with the Divinity hu-
man passions and infirmities, is too ohvious
to need much elucidation. On the supposi-
tion that the second person .of the Trinity
became incarnate, God may be said to be a

his most solemn aet of adoration, is heard o
pray in these appalling words: © (food Lo,
deliverus; by the mystery of thy holy in-
carnation, by thy holy nativity and eircum-
cision, by thy baptism, fasting, and tempta-
tion, by thine agony aid bloody sweat, by
thy cross and. passion, good Lord, deliver
us”> Now I ask you to judge, {rom the
prineiples of human nature, whether to wor-
shippers, who adore 1their God for his
wounds and 1tears, his agony, and Dlood,
aud sweat, the ideus of corporeal existence
and human suffering will not predominate
over the conceptions of a purely spiritual
essence ; whether the mind, in elinging to
the man, will not lose the God ; whether a
surer method for depressing and adalter-
ating the pure thought of the Divinity could
have been devised. That the Trinitarian is
unconseious of this influence of his fuith, 1
know, nor do I charge it on himas @ crime.
Still it exists, and cannot be too much do=
plored.

The Roman Catholics, true to human na-
tave and their ereed, have songht, by paint-
ing and statnary, to bring theit’ imagined
God before their eyes; and have thus ob-
tained almost as vivid impressions of him
as if they had lived with i on the earth,
The Protestunt condemns them for usine
these similitudes and representations in
their worship 5 but if a Trinuarian, he does
so 1o his own condemnation.  TFor if, as he
believes, it was once a duty to bow in ador-
ation before the living body of his incarnate
God, what possible guilt ‘can there be in
worshipping before the pictured orsculptur-
ed memorial of the same being?  Cluist’s
body may be as truly represented by the
artist, as any other hwman form; and its
image may be used as eflectually and pro-
perly, as that of an ancient sage or hero, fo
recadl him with vividness to the mind. Is it
said, that God has expressly forbidden the
use of images in owr worship?  But why
was that prohibition lnid on the Jews ?  Tor
this express reason, that God had ot pre-
sented himself to them in any form, which
admitted of represemtation. "Hear the lay-
guage of Moses: “ Tuke good heed lest ye
make you a graven image, for ye saw o
manner of similitude on the day that the Lord
spake unto you in IToreh outl of the midst of
the fire.” Ify since that period, God has
taken a body, then the reason ol the prohibi-
tion has ceased ; and if he took a body, among
other purposes, that he might assist the weak-
ness of the intelleet, which needs n material
form, then a stalde, which.lends. so great an
aid to the conceplion of an absent friend, is not ..
only justified, but seems to'be required. "

This materialising and embodying of the
Supreme Being, which is the essence of Tii-
nitarianism, cannot but be adverse o a grow-
ing and exaited piety. J¥uman and divine
properties, being confounded in one being,
lose their distinctness. The splendours of the
Godhead are dimmed. The worshippers of an
incarnate Deity, throngh the frailty of their
nature, are strongly tempted to fasten chiefly
on his human atiribules ; and their devotion,
instead of rising to the Infinite God, and tak-~
ing the peeunliar character which infinity in-
spires, becomes rather a human a(fect'mn, ’
borrewing much of its fervour from the ideas
of suffering, blood and death. It is indeed
possible that this God-man (lo use the strange
phraseology of Trinitarians) may ecxcite the
mind more easily than a purely spiritual Di~
vinity ; just as a tragedy addressed to the eye
and ear, will interest the multitude more than
the contemplation of the most cxalted charac-
ter, This human love, inspired by a human
God, though at first more fervid, cannot grow
and spread through the soul, like the reve-
rential dttachment, which an Infinite spiritual
Father awakens. Refined conceptions of God
though more slowly atlained, have a ‘more
quickening all-pervading energy, and admit
of perpetual accessions of brighiness, life, and
strength. :

My friends, hold fast the doctrine of a
purely spiritual Divinity. Itisone of the great
supports and instruments of a vital piety. It
brings God near, as no other doctrine can,
One of the leading purposes of Christianity is
lo give us an ever-growing sense of God’s
immediate presence, a consciousness of him in’
our souls. Now, just as far as corporeal or
limited attributes enter into our conceplion of
him, we remove him from us. He becomes
an outward, distant being, instead of bein

viewed and fell as dwelling in the soul_itsclﬁ

apurely spiritual God, that he can be’regard-
ed- as inhabiting, filling” our spiritual nafwre;
and through this union with our minds, he can
and does become the object of an intimacy and

material being, on the same general gronnd
on which this is affirmed of man ; for man
is material only by the union of the mind
with the body; and "the very meaning of
incarnation is, that God took a body, through
which he acted and spoke, as the hwuman
sounl operates through ils corporeal organs.
Every bodily aflection may thus be aseribed
to God. Accordingly the Trinitarian, -in

friendship, such as no embodied being can call
forth.— Channing. : ‘ "
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