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the rour3e of cynts, that have led to an issue, the ladies looked around with cager curiosity, to sc

which the f:rst princes in Christcndon may regard who formed this gallant band of ouilaws. There
with envy." ivag the Lari of Worcester, Sir Edward Neville,

As she utteredi these words they reachcd the and ail tha favourite courtiers of the king, and greet

bower of Robhin Iiood, and mingled with the train ings a-djests wcoe interchanged with a gaicty and
that had preceded them. Suttflk had na opportu- wit, thal. gave a zest of uo commun lind, to *lis

nity to reply to the princess, and to express bis as- novcl entertaient.
tonishment that she had so far beivd the ic Suc as this, er the sports and pastiies f
rumours in circulation, as to suppose hin actually iienry's court, in whicli noue moregreatly delighted

betrothed to another. This then satisfactorily ac- Liau tic inonarch himsel. Ai this early period cf
counted for the persevering coldniess and hauteur of Lis reigu, lie ivas not the jCalous and iniperious
ber manner, which the circumstance of a few tyrant that le afterwards bccaume, when he succes-
knightly gallantries, shewn towards Margaret of sively sacri3ced one queen atter another to the vio-
Savoy, seemed scarcely to justify. The discovery ce of unrestraincd and vicious passion. At the
which his last words made of the truc cause of lier tiinc of ilh Ie write, Le was young, landàonîc,
severity, threw not only light but comnfort un his and the inost galant mai of tLe age. Craceful in

heart, for le felt that by a fesvw words of explanation, the douce, chivaîrous in the tournament, a lover of
le could dissipate her anger, and, persuaded that she popularity, a patron of letters, and magnificent to a
neitler understood his motives, nor the actual situa- degrc, whieb, althougl h inpoverished bis co rsp

tion of his affairs, Le resolved to seek an early yilded iîn the satisfaction of scinig iiself unri-
opportunity for resaming the subject, and obtaining va c i splendour by any prince in Christendom.
fron her own lips, cost hin what it might, the The banquet passcd merrily away, with ail sove
long wisled for sauctionî to bis fondly cherished Suffolk, and the princc3m. He, tboug lot sad, was

hopes. too full of enotion, too anxious for iLe future, too

All were now pressing eagerly forvard to gairn impatient to obtain tlit Learing wkicb ivas to decide

th bower of Robin IHood, fromi whenîce issucd Lis fatc, to slare tLe buoyaît gaiety of tbose aîound
strains of duleet harnoîy, poured forth by a band Lim. Yet Le forced Liiself to wear a hp or smiles,
of minstrels stationîed within. It was scarcely dis- and with Lis woîted graceful gallantry, îîîinistered
cernable in the greeinwood, from the' trees among to tle cnjoyment of ail withiî Lis influence. Mary
which it stood, being formaed of verdant boughs, in- thouglt bis broît radiant witL Loppiness, aîd sigbed
terlaced with wondcrful skill and conpactness. that she sbould so love ne, iLo could unfeelingly
But its interior was a marvel to all eyes, for there, descrt ler ond yieid Limscîf a victim to ambition.
the tender branches were inîterwoven with flowers, Before tLe porty rose from table, tLe ing filled a
and adorned with anagrams and hieroglyphies eut goblet, and quofled it to tLe memory of bold Robin
from various briglt coloured mosses, in so ingenious flood and Lis band tLen turning witL an arcL smile

a manner, as almost to resemble the tapestried ivalls to the Lady Guildford

of the royal banquetting hall. The floor was car- «And whot tLinkst thou now, fair dame," lie

peted with noss, curiously disposed, and iilaid with said, "of tLe daring outlaw wLo bore limself se
lichens and other fungous plants, so as to give it the arrogoni]y ii prescnce of thy royal mistress VI
semblance of a mesaic pavement. It was likewisc "'Lt it is wcll, your grace is not miîîded to turs
strewed with sweet scenîted herbs, mingled with the outlaiv ii good earncst," she answered; 180
wild flowers of the forest, and embellislhed with svould tLe qucen and Ler ladies quit bower and hall
many Choice and rare exoties, from the king's own to follow in thc train of the gallant forester and

garden. lu the centre of this tastefuil and beautiful sLorc Lis rerry life in the green wood."
bower stood a table laden with cvery dainty whici Cuîningiy aiswered, my lady," said the kicîg
the period could furnish-foreign wines sparkled in "and with a rare seasoning of woinan's reody Witr
the goblets, and the rich odour of spices, alnost and inay thy queen, in seasins of reol danger fid
overpiowered the more delicate perfume of fruit and as zealous and faithful a defender, as tLou hast t0
flowers. At the head of the band stood Robin day proved thyîeit in boldly colîfroîîting those, ivhO,
Ilood, awaiting wItl impatience the assenbling of for ought thou knew'st, werca he
his guests ; and on his righit hand wvas the Queen,lMs cuss 1( u i igî adwsteQe of rude and lawless ivossailcrs. We give thee heairtY
her colour heightened by exercise, and the unusual tlanks, and free pardon, albeit thou wast not spar
animation of ler countenance, lending new charms ing of Lard naies towards our own royal peraoP
to its serene and quiet beauty. No sooner had all And now fir dames, and ladies a1l, the day wear3
gathered arounid the table, than the leader of the apoct, and it is the queen's good pleaiure that ye
revels gave the signal to uinask, by plucking the inount your palfreys, and away with us towards

vizor fron Lis face, and disclosing, as was antici- London. My lord 11ateliffe, we accept the offred

pated, the gay and handsome featurcs of the king. Lospitality of thy castle tonight, but early On
ll present inînediatcly folloved his e,,ainple, a nd 1 mora te mout resu ier our progrect to Our


