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the course of cvents, that have led to an issue,
which the first princes in Christendom may regard
with cnvy.”

As she uttercd these words they reached the
bower of Robin Ileed, aud mingled with the train
that had preeeded them.  Suffotks had no opportu-
nity to reply to the princess, and Lo cxpress his as-
tonishment that she had so far believed the idle
rumours in circulation, as to sunpose him actually
betrothed to amother. This then satisfactorily ac-
counted for the persevering coldness and hauteur of
her manner, which the circumstance of a few
knightly gollantries, shewn towards DMargaret of
Savoy, seemed scarcely to justify. The discovery
which his last words snade of the true eause of her
severity, threw not only light but comfort on his
heart, for he felt that by a fow words of explanatjon,
he could dissipate her anger, and, persuaded that she
neither understood his motives, nor the actual situa-

tion of his affairs, he resolved to seek an early:

opportunity for resuming the subject, and obtaining
from her own lips, cost him what it might, the
long wished for sanction to his fondly cherished
hopes.

All were now pressing eagerly forward to gain
th: bower of Robin Iood, from whenee issued
strains of dulect harmony, poured forth by a band
of minstrels stationed within. It was scarcely dis-
cernable in the grecnwood, from the’ trees among
which it stood, being formed of verdant boughs, in-
terlaced with wonderful skill and compactuess.
But its interior was a marvel to 2ll eyes, for there,
the tender branches were interwoven with flowers,
and adorned with anagrams and hieroglyphics cut
from various bright coloured mosses, in so ingenious
a manner, as almost to resemble the tapestried walis
of the royal banquetting hall. The floor was car-
peted with moss, euriously disposed, and iniaid with
lichens and other fungous planis, so as to give it the
semblance of a mesaic pavement. It was likewisc
strewed with sweet scented herbs, mingled with the
wild flowers of the forest, aud cmbellished with
many choice and rare cxotics, from the king’s own
garden. T the centre of this tasteful and beautiful
bower stood a table laden with cvery dainty which
the period could furnish—foreign wines sparkled in
the goblels, and the rich odour of spices, alinost
overpowered the more delicate perfume of fruit and
flowers. At the head of the band stood Robin
Hood, awaiting with impatience the assembling of
his guests ; and on his right hand was the Quecn,
her colour heightened by exercise, and the unusual
animation of her countenance, lending new charms
to its serene and quiet beauty. INo sooner had all
zathered around the table, than the leader of the
revels gave the signal to unmask, by plucking the
vizor from his face, and disclosing, as was antici-
pated, the gay and handsome features of the king.
All present immediatcly followed his example, and
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the ladies looked around with eager curiosity, to o
who formed this gallant band of outlaws., There
was the Karl of Worcester, Sir Edward Neville,
and all the favourite courtiers of the king, and grect-
ings and jests were interchanged with a gaicty and
wit, that gave a zest ol no common kiud, to this

novel entertainment.

Sueh as this, were the sports and pastimes of
iienry’s court, in which none more greatly delighied
ihau the monarch himsell. At this early period of
his reign, he was not the jealous and imperious
tyraunt that he afterwards became, when he succes-
sively sacrificed one queen after another to the vio-
lence of unrestrained and vicious passion. At the
time of which we write, he was young, handsome,
and the most gallant man of the age. Graceful in
the dance, chivalrous in the tournament, a lover of
popularity, a patron of letlers, and magnificent to a
degree, which, although it impoverished his coffers,
yiclded him the satisfaction of seeing himself unri-
valled in splendour by any prince in Christendom.

The banquet passed merrily away, with all save
Suffolk, and the princess. He, though not sad, was
too full of emotion, too anxious for the future, too
impatient to obtain that hearing which was to decide
his fate, to share the buoyant gaicty of those around
him.  Yet he forced himself to wear a lip of smiles,
and with his wonted graceful gallantry, ministered
to the enjoyment of all within his influence. Mary
thought his brow radiant with happiness, and sighed
that she should so love one, who could unfeelingly
desert her, and yield himself a victim to ambition.
Beforc the party rose from table, the king filled a
goblet, and quaffed it to the memory of bold Robin
Hood and his band, then turning with an arch smile
to the Lady Guildford :

““And what think’st thou now, fair dame,” he
said, ““of the daring outlaw who bore himself so
arrogantly in presence of thy royal mistress 17

““That it is well, your grace is not minded to turn
outlaw in good earnest,” she answered; ¢ else
would the queen and her ladies quit bower and hall
to follow in the train of the gallant forester, and
share his merry life in the green wood.”

“ Cuoningly answered, my lady,” said the king 7
““and with a rare scasoning of woman’s ready wity
and may thy queen, in scasons of real danger, find
as zealous and faithful a defender, as thou hast to-
day proved thysell in boldly confronting those, Whos
for aught thou knew’st, were, as they seemed, & band
of rudc and lawless wassailers. We give thee hearty
thanks, and free pardon, albeit thou wast not spar”
ing of hard names towards our own royal pers0™
And now fair dames, and ladies all, the day wear?
apace, and it is the queen’s good pleasure that ye
mount your palfreys, and away with us toward®
London. My lord Ratelifie, we accept the offer
hospitelity of thy castle tonight, but early oR zhe
MmOra we must resume our progress to our fair




