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™3 A ORUSADE FOR MISSIONS. [Qcr,

i no noed of abandoning the pulpit and parish to enter upon such,
crusade, The churches need not even be neglected, left unshep.
herded, unsheltored, liko a scattered flock, in order that a pastor my
go about, like Poter the Hermit, on missionary tours. The pagt;
must care for the flock, of course. But there is a larger, broader w
for Christ than any individual church presents, and every minister f
Christ owes somewhat to the church at large. He ought to feel
recognizo the call to ministerial service to the whole body of Chriy,
end sook training for that larger service.

I am porsuaded that in most cases a man is more effective 43
pleader for missions who is making such appeals to only one brancl of
o goneral work fov Christ and His church. We need. to remember th
the pastoral office is the first and highest in the church. Its forms f
activity are so manifold and multiform, that it cultivates every part of
the man; every faculty finds employment. To do the work o
preacher and pastor, instead of making & man narrow, broadens hip,
His very appeals for special causes, such as Home Missions, Foreign
Missions, City Evangelization, are rendered only more effective by h“
not becoming n mere specialist, absorbed in one particular subject or
aobjeat. The tondency of doing only one thing is to be short-sighted,
and soo only one interest, and so unduly magnify that one olject, 4
specinlist in benevolence is apt to loose breadth of view, width ¢f sun
mpathy, and he cannot make up for such lack by wmere lengtl; of
tongue.  The two great qualities, “‘andibility and volubility,” may te
enough for some men, but they do not prove sufficient for holding and
rousing the people.

I would not have pastors abandon their flocks and folds to enter the
now orusade for missions, How often have we observed that a paster
who isa powerful advocate of some one or all of the benevolent agencics
of the church degenerates as soon as he becomes a secretary of  bead
or an agont. He gets formal, official, a mere functionary. And be
cause he is expected to magnify his office, and exaggerate the relative
importance of the cause he represents, he loses power with the people.

Henco, in order to be more useful in pleading for missions, it mayhs
well for & man to keep out of all official relations with a board ora
socioty in all ordinary cases. It takes a really extraordinary man to
keep out of the trammels of & perfunctory rontine. For myself, Ihave
sedulously avoided all such complications, preferring to be first of alia
preacher and pastor, and, as such, whenever God gives opportuaity,
and as Ho gives ability, lift up my voice for every true, noble and
effectivo form of church beneficence, with no fetters on my tongue ot
my indopendence.  To do the best work in missions, it is best for me,
and probably for most men, to remain pastors; and their words wil
have all the moro spontaneity, enthusiasin and real power when they
speak not as agents or secretaries but as pastors.




