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sionate, and perspicuous in the highest degree.
here is every where the utmost firmness, arising
rom conviction, inthe stutement of opinions ;
hileevery the slightest approach is avoided to
at warmth of expression which would engage
y of the passions on the side which isso clearly

he whole mass of modern authors, to select a
nore just example of pure philosophical writing,
ninfluenced by passions and feelings.

Itis scarcely necessary to add, that this isthe
pirit in which truth ought always to be sought, as
is clearly that in which it ought always to be ex-
pressed, when propounded to the understanding.
he Author of the observations here submitted
yould reckon it: unpardonsble, in exercising in
degree the office of a critic on these essays,
deviate from the impertial,candid,andaltegether
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The style inwhich these Essays are written, is
he very best thut can be conceived for the discus-
sion of philosophical subjects. it 15 cool, dispas-

pported. 1t would scarcely be possible, out of

PeBrUARY, 1833 VIACME L.
RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.
FOR THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.
BRVIEW OF A WORK RNTITLED, “Essars oN THE|praiseworthy exampie which they  exhibit,

Without at all arcogating to himself the same ex-
cellence of style, he lays full clain to the same
spirit of candor and dirpassionate couvlness m the
investigation of the subject.

Ofthe ten Essays of which the work cobsists,
the two first, wlule they are tie Jongest, are also
by far the wmost important,  They are catitied,
“ON THR FORMATION AND PUBLICATION OF GPINIONS,
a designation which sufliciently indicates the ob-
jects of whica they treat,

In the first scction of this Essay, some just ob-
servations are made on the weanings of the terms,
belief, doubt, disbelict) assent and opunion. Amwtar
other things, it is observed with great justice, that
the word, helicf, is, in common lanauage, taken ct-
tenfor the systetn of traths belicved, as well as
for the state of the mind when it assents to the
truth of a proposition. The latter is the proper
use of theword. Theword orixiny is understuut

to mean a proposition, unssented to, ufter doubt,
deliberativn, and argument,

Afler some other pertinent remarks on the use
of theterms to e employed in this discussion,
the author proceeds, in section sccond, to an-
nounce his lealding proposition, that belicf s inall




