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to require much ail of the hazel, and thongh naturally
delicate, was quick in his novements and could jearmn
easily, and also furnish entertainment in amusing and
tragic stories to the ather chitdren, who looked upon
him as their unrivatied leader.

Henry was sent from one schoal to avebor in pur-
suit of better instruction, titl at length, . ihe tender |
age of cleven, ke found his place m a classical schoal,
five miles from his home. The chief difticulty in this!
new tastitution of learning was the want of a house in
which to study. At length a house was secured, with
two window frames, but no glass to let the light in
and exclude the rain and snow. One of these open.
ings they fille t up with sods, but the other had to be
feft open for the sake of light. A table was the furni.
ture and stones served as seats, Henry scems to
have been the aristocratic pups, for he had a stool to
sit on; but the teacher sencrally borrowed it, because
it was considerably softer than a cold stone. For
more than two years Henry watked these ten siles
daily to attend this cheerless school. He commuted
to memory the Odes of Horace and parts of \ugil,
but he delighted most in Cicero and Demosthenes,
The walking exercise proved most beneticial, and the
hoy prew in physical strength, could outrun all his
school-fellows, tead in all games, walk on stilts as
high as the eaves of the houses, and read more Latin
and Greek than the best of them,

At the age of fourteen Henvy set out an foot for the
University of Glasgow. Walking sixty miles, he ar-
rived at the seaport, where he ‘embarked for Port-
patrick in Scatland, where he resumed his walk, and
in due time reached Glasgow, a distance of eighty
miles. He was not alone, however, in these walks,
Other irish students, in similar circumstances, accom-
panied him, enlivening their wearnisome journey with
anecdotes, flashes of Insh wit and debate. Even the
people who lived along the roads which these young
men so often travelled on foot in thewr durst for know-
ledge, knew them well and made themn welcome at
their table ana fireside, asking no better reward than
to hear their merry laugh and be enhivened by thewr
good humour. Their sleeping accommodations nught
not be considered by the ciuldren of these days as
vory wemfoctable; hut to sleep in an old anm-chaw
the kitchen, or on a piece of carpet on the flocr, was
considered a great fuxury by these foot-sore students.
On one occasion, when this party “were trudging
along the road to Ayr, one of them became suddenly
1. It was late at night; the town was some miles
distant, and the poor young man was unable to pro-
cecd. His companions carried him to the nearest
tarm-house. The people were in bed, but the students
opened the door, entered the kitchen and kindled a
fire. The good man of the house hearing a naise,
popped his head aut of the half-apened door of his
room and calmly surveyed the scene. ‘What's that,
Jock?' cried his wife, half asleep. ‘Ow, it's jist
naethin ava but a wheen Irish collegioners” Then,
telling them where they would get milk and bread,
and handing out ‘a drap o' whisky for the sick Inddie,’
he shut his door and went to sleep.” 1 have some
fears that the students of our days are not so weil be-
haved always as to entitle them to such consideration.
Angd yet all boys may practise paliteness and good
conduct to deserve the respect and welcome of stran-
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geHe 1eft the University in due time, studied theology,
and at the age of twenty was licensed 0 preach the
gospel. But with all his college training he never
forgot the training of his early childhood, and Iecked
upon the teaching of his mother, in the Shorter Cate-
chism, the Confession of Faith and the Holy Bible,as
the final and sole standard of appeal, as the best course
in theology which he had ever taken. As a boy of
twenty, dressed in a bine coat, drab vest and white
cord trousers, he presented himself before the Presby-
1ery and was licensed to preach. But surely a child
30 interesting, 3 boy so industrious and « student so
successful, must become something great. Yes, and
so he must. He became known to the world as
Henty Cooke, D.D., LL.D., President of Assembly’s
College, Belfast, Irelahd—a great preacher, 2 power-
ful orator, and the leading minister of the Presbyterian
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Church in lreland. Without knowing it, he described
his own character a few davs before bis death in 1868,
when he said toafriend: “be faithful to your country,
to yous religion, and {o your God.”
*Fhe lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives subtie,
And departing, leave twlund us
Footprints on the sands of thwe,
Lot us then be up and duiag,
With a heast {or any fate ;
Stll achieving, sull pursuing,
Learn to Jabour and o wan”

—Neto York Observer.

CHRIST IN THE PSALMS.

‘Fhere are many who profess to expel Christ from
the Psahus in the interest of the Psalms thewmselves.
But the Psalter as a hving thing, and the asseciation
with it of our Incarnate Lord, stand together. Those
were memorable words which My, Coleridge wrote
upon the margin of his Prayer Book, “As a transpar-
ency on some night of pubhc rejoicing, seen by com-
mon day, with the Jamps from within removed, even
such would the Psalins be to me, uninterpresed by the
gospel.” A living statesman has spoken in language
of transcendaat truth and beauty, of the Psalter in one
of its aspects, as “the whole music of the human
heart, swept by the hands of its Maker.” Bat not all
the human universality of the Psalter; not all its un-
questionable pathos, and cries from the depths; not
all the mystic elevation of the “Songs of Degrees;”
not all the ringing bells of its Hallelujahs, can alone
preserve for it its present place. A learned Brahmin
Pundit has lately become a convert to the pgospel.
From his acknowledged emincnce as a Sanscrit
schalar, it was expected that he would first study the
Greek of the New Testament as its cognate language.
But his love for the Psaleris so deep that he had frst
devated mself to Hebrew. For in the Psalter he
finds Christ and the gospel; and, without that, he
would no doubt prefer the ancient hymaus of his race
and country. Without an intense conviction in the
hearts of God's children that Christ 1s in the Psalter,
that it is in sympathy with His Passion and His
Glosy, its words would, after a brief season of defer-
ence to ancient custom, be almost unheard i our
churches and cathedrals. They wounld be compara-
tively silent, for the future in syck rooms, and un-
breathed by the lips of dying saints. The voice of
millions of Christians about them would be like the
pathetic cry of a simple old man, who said, when the
photographs af his grandchildeen, in a distant fand,
were presented to him, * 1t is they, and it is not they;
take them away.” The Psalms for the future mught
no doubt remain and be read in a book, of which suc-
cessive editions might be called for; but the fitting
symbol for the frontispiece of thar book would be
a broken lyre dropped from a dead man’s hand.—
Bishop of Derry, Bampton Lectures, 1876.

THE NEW REVISION PREPARED FOR.

in a year, at farthest, the Revision of the New
Testament will be finished. Publication wilf prohably
speedily follow. Those who have been for se many
years devoting a farge share of their time to this work
naturally begin to consider the result of such publica-
tion. Criticism, wise and unwise, honest and preju-
diced, may certainly be expected. In many cases the
perusal will be a test of the real submission of the
reader to Gods word; in others, hasty judgment,
mainly the result of ignorance, will find expression in
words of praise or blame, alike undiscriminating.

There can be no doubt that many circumstances
have combined to prepare the way for a favourable
reception of the Revision. That the work was begun
atalf; thatit has been unchecked, in its beginnings and
progress alike, by ecclesiastical deliberations; that
such harmony has prevailed among those engaged in
the task, and that consequently there has been such
remarkable unanimity in results,—all these things are
propitious. P

But for the circulation among the mass of Bible
readers, nothing has been a better preparation than
the seven years' study of the Scriptures brought about
by the International series of Sabbath-school Les-

sons. The faults of this method of Bible study have
been frequently noted, and this closing year of the
series has naturally called for special attention to the
obvious objections. But nothing has everaccomplished
more for the study of the Bible in America. The Re-
formation, perhaps, did more for Europe, but ne
methad has succeeded more fully in directing a mass
af minds to the exact words and meaning of the Scrip-
tures. With all the defects in the helps published, it
has been possible to circulate large editions of notes
‘by competent sckolars, which have presented to the
Sabbath-school teacher facts that were unknown,
twenty-five years ago, to the average pastor. ‘The
Revision seeks to present, in the emendations adopted,
the same facts already emphasised in commentaries,
notes, etc.  Furthermore, the methods adopted have
encouraged a desire to know the exact thoughts, and
to value exactness in words because it feads to exact-
ness in thought. The habit of mind thus cultivated is
exceedingly favourable to an unbiassed reception of
the Revision. As we now rejoice in the providential
arderings which led the way to the universal accept-
ance of King James’ version, so aur descendants may
mark the many circumstances which paved th  way
for success of this last monument of patient labour
“in the word.” The uniform lessons for Sabbath
schools will doubtless be regaided as not the least
potent pioneer in the pathway of its triumph.—
Prof. M. B. Riddle, D.D., of the Bible Revision Com-
millee.

AUGUSTINE ON THE THEATRE.

His testimony with reference to theatre.going is
very explicit. While a student at Carthage he was
particularly attracted by the theatre, the spectactes at
which were of unusual magnificence. The Christian
Church, as it has been said, “abhorred the pagan
theatre. The idolatrous rites, the lascivious attitudes,
the shows, which were its inseparable accompani-
ments, were equally opposed to the dogmatic mono-
theism, to the piety, and to the mercy of the gospel.”
One of the most significant signs of a man having
become a Christian was his habitual absence from the
theatre ; and no one was more emphatic on this point
afterwards than Augustine himself. In his Confes-
sions he goes to the root of the matter. Supposing
obscenity and idolatry to be banished from the stage,
and taking it at its best estate, are its effects marally
wholesome? 1s it good that the passive emotions
should be excited, when no active exertion is intended
to follow? Augustine, as the result of his own experi-
ence, very decidedly pronounces against theatre-going
even under it most favourable condition,

CYIF THY RIGHT HAND OFFEND THEE?

Cut it off Why? It is a good hand. It might
even prove to be a very useful hand., Why not keep
it, restrain it, regulate it, use it—in “moderation?”

Because it is better for thee 1o enter into life halt
or maimed, than having two hands or two feet 1o be
cast into everlasting fire.”

That is Christ’s doctrine about anything that tempts
0 sin. It may be as harmless as a hand, as useful as
a hand; cut it off if it is a perpetual temptation. It
may be as harmless as an eye, as useful as an eye;
pluck it out rather than let it lure you to hell,

This glass of wine—what harm in it? Is it not one
of God’s good gifts? 1s it not a “ fruit of the vine ?®
Is it not that which “ cheereth God and man 2 Shall
Icutitoffl7 Ay! cutit off, though it were as bright
as the hand, if it tempts thee to evil.

But it doesnot tewnpt me; [ am strong. The withes
that bing other men have no power overme. 1 can
sleep in Delilab’s lap and wake and laugh defiance at
the Philistines. 1t only tempts my brother, my chiid,
my friend ; or the poor, weak-willed creature that cites
my moderation as an excuse for his self-indulgence.

“1t were better for one that a mill-stone were
hanged about his neck and he cast into the sea, than
thar he should offend one of these little ones.”

Till the wine-cup neither tempts you nor your
weaker brother to sin, it is surely Christian to cut it

of. Isit not?—Christian Weekly.



