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MINING NEWS,

A BIG SYNDICATE.
Montreal Capital Interested jn TFifty
Clajms-In tho Myers Creek

District.

pokane, Wash., March 8.

George B. Mecchein, general manager of
the Colville Reservation Syndicate, compos-
cd of Montreal capltalists, operating prin-
cipally in the Myors Cresk mining district,
fs in tho city for a few days. Speaking of
the mining outlook in Moyers Creek, ho
said that for the amount of development
work: Which huas been done there tho show-
ing made in the various properties equals
any gold camp that he has ¢ver seen, not
excopting the famous gold camp of Cripple
Creek. Mr. Mechem said: My atten-
tion was called to this territory lust Scp-
tember. I made a hurricd exanifnation of
it, taking somo forty odd samples, which
I bad assayed at Nelson, B. C. I was sur-
prised to find that there was not one as-
pay that .an as low as a trace {n gold.
Most of the samples were taken from the
surface or from shafts mnot deeper, as a
rule, than 10 fcet, and the average value
was about §7 per ton in gold. This
struck me as being exceptionally good and
I employed o mining engineer from Ross-
land to visit the camp, and take about 50
samples. His general average coincided
with those I took. This impressed me
still further and I cmployed another min-
ing engineer in Nelson, B. C., to give the
camp a thorough inspection. Out of all
thoe assays ho took thero were only two
that ran lower than $2 in gold, the gen-
eral avera;e being about the samo as Je
onesproviously taken by mysecl{ ind others.

‘A syndicate compos«l of Bfontreal capi-
talists was then organized for the purpose
of acquiring interests in tho camp, wkich
twwve havo done to the extent of same fifty
ofd properties. The Poland China group
I consider {8 the best of the proporties
which we have purthased. Wo immediate-
1y started work after first prospec.ing to
discover the trend and cxtent of fhie. vein,
and discovered the +vein to be about 70
feet \eido.

“A shaft was started on cho foot-wall
and at this time it has attained a depth
of 80 feet. The asscys run from S$L to
$50 in gold por ton. ‘This vein, which I
considor to be one of the biggest, and pro-
bably will develop into one of the most
valuable in thn district, i3 undoubtedly tho
voin that extrnds southcasterly to tho Ro-
view, on tuo line of which ir the War
Eaglo, Wiscontin and other promising pro-
porties on Percy Afountain. The Roview
has been moro fully developed than any of

the other properties, having n tunnel run
in on the vein o distance of 460 feot with
w winze sunk from the tunnel lovel 70 feat,
and from tho winze a drift Las been run
on the vein 180 fect.

‘Tho extension of the Columbin & West-
ern Radlway, which I understand f{s now o
settled fact, rung within two miles and o
half of Chesaw and would place it within
from -two to four miles of all the proper-
tiee in the camp. 'Tho camp is admirably
located awith reference to water and tim-
ber, two very cssontinl colomonts to con-
sider fn 0. mining camp. Myers creck
running north and south,.and Mary Ann
creek running cast and west-efther one
of theso would furnish sufficlent water for
all mining or milling purposes.

THE BORNITE BANK. .

Tho wanager of tho Bornlte Bank Gold
Mining Company returned Friday night
from a visit to tho company’s property, on
Morning Mountain, near Nelson. ‘Thao
shaft is down GO feet, and is stiil in the
center of the ore body, neither wall bolng
visible., The ore is fmproving in appear-
auce with every foot sunk, tnasmuch ag it
is getting more solid, but it i{s hardly to
be anticipated that it «will become any
richer 'n veluo than the last assay, which
went $93.68 in  gold and sflver per ton,
There are, however, strong indications of
copper in the ore in tho bottom of the
shaft, and the muanager has brought back
with him several splendid sawmples, from
which assnys will be made for gold, silver
and copper,
of the shaft is being piled on the dumy for
shipment, and {t is estimated that tho
dump now contains 100 tons.

A trial shipment will bo made ad soon
as the snow permits the bujlding of about
a mile and a quarter of wagon road from
the mine to the Athabasca wagon road
which is only a four per cent. grade to the
smelter.  This will place the Bornite Bank
within seven miles of tho Nelson smelter.
But it is tho intention of the company to
thoroughly develop the mine and instal
machinery before commnencing regular ship-
ments.

‘The Bornlte Bank is situated in an ex-
ceedingly rich  mineral locality. The Ve-
nus and Juno and tho Birdseye group are
all close neighbors. The latier property
has been bonded to an English syndicate
for $20,000, and $8,000 oi this has al-
ready been pald down, go that the deal is
assured. On tho Venus thore s sufficicnt
ore blocked out to keep a 10-siawp  1mill
running for two yrars. The Athabasca is
about a mile and a half north of the Bor-
nite Bank and there are several other good
propertics in  sight of it. Some of the
Lest paying mines in Kootenay will bo
found to be located on Morning Mountain.

THE HUNGRYMAN ORE.

Work on the IHungryman group contin-
ues. This is tho property which was re-
cently taken over by the New Dcer Park
Mining Company. &r. A. Lorne Becher,
the general manager of this property, in
speaking aoout it yesterday, said smelter
testa were recently made of the two lots
of the oro. One was sorted and tho other
was seht just as it was taken from the
vewm.  Strange to relate, the sorted oroe
went less than the unsorted. The returns
were as follows : Sorted ore, $14.20 to
the ton; unsorted ore, $17.20. Work has
been in progress on the preperly since
February 26, and o comfortable cabin und
a roory powder house havo boen erecfed.
A perpendicular shaft 7x6 foet has been
started on tho west of the vein. The vein
dips into tho hill. When tho shaft has
reached to the fifty-foot level, o crosscut
will be mado to the vein, and it will be
drifted on so as to delermine its extent.
The vein has been stripped for 180 feot,

All the ore leing taken out -

and it it mroves as rich.at depth as it is
on the surface the managoment wwill fool
satisftad. The ore ig pyrr] otite, with o
littlo cholcopyrite mixed with it. ‘“There
is, howover, no appreciable quantity of
copper qr silver fn it, the principal value
being In gold. Tho management §8 highly
clated over the smelter returns, and chinks
that {ho lIungryman group is8 a valuablo
property.

LE ROI, WAR EAGLE, OENTRE STAR
READY TO RESUME OPERA-
TIONS.

Miners and Proprictors Auticipato Trouble
in Rossland, .

Rosslund, B. C., March 12.~The Le Roi,
War Eagle and Centre Star mines, which
for a time have been completely shut down
for rej :irs are now rendy to resuine oper-
ations. Thoy have decided to ure tho con-
tract system in future and pay by the
quantity of work dene fnstead of by the
day. Tho men wero informed of the new
arrangements; contracts will be lot from
day to day until the mines are in full
operation. The miners liave go far re-
fused to tako contracts and did so today,
pending consgtderation of the matter at
the meeting. N

Victorin, B. C., March 18.-An extraor-
dinary condition of ufMfairs at Rossland is
indicated by the correspondence made pub-
lic last evening between the Miners' Union
and the Premicr, the Hon. Joseph Martin.
Thoe charge made by the miners -is, briefly,
that twenty armed men of Victoria de-
tective agency are patrov g some Dbiy
Rossland properties althougn there havo
been no threats used in regard to these.
The Premier has demanded an explanation
from the magistrate whv he swore in such
a number of men. At tke samo time fail- -
ing to notify the depart~ent of any trou-
ble,  Mr. Curtis, Minister of Mines, leaves
ir. & day or two to investigate. Ho will
olso cndeavar to bring about & recon-
ciliation between the miners and the
owners in reference to the cight-hour law.

LEDGE OF RICH ORE STRUCK IN THE
NICKLE PLATE.

Rossland, B. C., March 18.~One of the
most dublous propositions of the B.A.C.
properties was the Nickle Plate, belonging
to the East Le Rot Company, which is now
haing  floated in London. DBut this selec-
tion of Ex-Geuvernor MacKintosh has been
proved by the cvents of the l.st twenty-four
hours to havo jeen an eminently judicious
onc. On Saturday night, ncar the shaft
at the 500 foot level, was struck a rich
ledge carrying very good values in gold
and copper. ‘The ore i3 now to be set up
on the dump and it will probably assay
anything from $30 to $i00 to the ton.
Tho ledge hus only yer been touched upon
and the width i3 not yet known, but there
is certainly sufficlent there to placeé the
nickle plate on the list of shippera as soon
as suflicient developraent work has bveen
done. ‘The strike thus made §8 the best
that has been made upon the property, and'
is simply the fulfilment of the promisd
which the narrow stringere of high grade
orc which were cncountered in the higher
ievels ia fimes past have given to the man-
agement of the property.
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