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than ever as it written for this present day,
and entered into the very heart of activities
sow dominant, with the energy of living
things.

Dr. Parker holds that the Bible is God’s
inspired book and thisis one of its most
important sections, so be brooks no trifling
with its autbority, nor rationalistic minimiz-
iog of the fulness of its declaration. Yet
because of his vigor of statement and fond-
ness for paradox he is apt to be misunder.
stood if isolated passages are taken apart
from the rest of the volume. Still, for this
very reason, it is to be expected that no
one wiil accept all bis views as here ex-
pressed.

His pages are packed full of thoughts
that stir the mind to lively exercise and
start sermonic themes on every hand, e. g, :
“The law-doors are hirelings for salva-
tion."—-p. 49, * He misses the element of
4 love who m.sses the element oi righteous-
aess.” —p. 0. ¢* Conduct is translated be-
1 liet"—p. 9. ** Who betrayed the Lord?
Everybody. .. .. f{t was not the hand of
Iscasiot that did it, else Christ had fallen a
4preytoaplot ; it was man that did it,
therefore Christ submitted to a sacrifice.”
—p. 272.

No one can read one of these expository
discourses through without being much
belped in the practical understanding of
Scripture in its application to every-day life.
Such discourses as that on Rom. x.en-
titled ¢ Paul on the Heart,”” and that on
“ Brotherly Kindness,” Rom. xv., are truly
ispiring.

Then what riches of splendid illustration
doesthe discourse on 1, Cor. ii. 14. contain !
low the power of the resurrection is exhibit-
ed in thediscourse on 1 Cor. xv.! How clear
{aod strong and steadying the statement of
the range and limits of speculation in that on
“The Everlasting Yea—2. Cor.i. 10! How
wise the warning against religious fickleness

> 1o the opeoming of Galatiaws.

Itanyone bas prejudices against Dr.
Patker, he will find that a conpsecutive
wtading of this volume will do much to
remove them., For interest will deepen

.~ and appreciation will grow as he keeps the

company of a man of powerful intellect and
warm heart, earnestly seeking to make
God's word instrumental in the moral! and
spiritual betterment of men.

THE CATECHISM.

BY R. O. S.
The great aim of the Sabbath Schoolis
 “to teach the children the Scpiptures, aod to
E {prepare them to take their places in the
tatks ofthose in full commuaion,i. ¢, to
; {train them tobe true disciples of Christ,
¢ {0u Sabbath School Commuttee 1s laboring
- Yhithfully and successfully in their appoint-
' ‘ed task, yet we humbly thiok that one of the
; ‘most efficient instruments 10 the monlding
. .of tree Chnistian  character is neglected by
We refer to the Shorter
Catechism, Asan exponent of Christian

docttine 1t s unsurpassed, and sound
-'doclnnc tas more influence n makiog
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wvestcredit for.  The young person who is
'{:ell trained in the Shorter Catechism, and
 Ys doctrines, bas a most eflective shield
gainst all the darts of the sectaries, who

»0’1 1¢ lurking 1 every bedge side, and ditch,

" hebas also a safe-guard against the false
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?‘%gmng, seeking whom they may devour;

d sickly Christianity which abounds at
resent, and above all he, who has a good
owledge of the Catechism, has abeart
. sitislying knowledge of the things of the
“ Xiogdom, and the great mystery of reconcilia-
E jionthrough  the Life, and Death of the

'k Lord jesus which knowledge will be a well-

tring to him continually,
- Ttwill be said in answer that the com-
v mittee sets a question for each week, and
- ihat most of our scholars are taught that.
- Jrue | but does this meet the need, Can we
zay our children are taught the catechism ?

THEE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

At this rate it takes over two yearsto go
through the book opce, and all thatis
generally done, is simply to have the scholar
repeat the question on the dayitis set.
This is better than nothing but not much.
Anyone who every taught in a Public School
knows of how little practical and permanent
value such teaching in secular subjects
would be, and the catechism is no easier
In former days thing were somewhat better.
Then we bad it every day in school, and
thus went through it several times a year,
and then at the yearly catechizing by the
parish minister we were supposed to be able
to repeat any and every auswer to the whole
107 questions,  This way bad its disadvant-
ages. It was often too parrot-like. Anyhow
it is out of the question for our day. But we
might even do better. Why should not ten
or fifteen minutes be given every Lord's
Day for a thorough study of the catechism
question. For ourselves we should unot
mind going farther. We are Churchman
enough to believe that it would be most
beneficial to our Church to drop for a year
the international lessons, and spend all the
time and energy on the catechism to try to
make up for lost time and opportunities.
Society is really in a transition period, and
unless great care is exercised the Church
will lose, if she has not already lost much of
great value, which may be very hard or im-
possible againto recover. Oneofthesetbings
is the influence of the catechism, aod I can
see novalid objection to the above being
carried out, in order to try to regain our
lost grounds as lessons could be selected
from the word beariog on the catechism for
the day. Some will doubtless say, this
emanates from an old narrow-minded bigot
who is always behind the times, for the
world is past such exclusive views, Now,

woile we must plead to not beicg as young as
we once were, and may be behind the times,
—at leat we hope we are behind the general
run of times,—yet we will not plead guilty to

bigotry or bparrowness. A man need not
be the worse Catholic because he is a good
Presbyteriap, but the bettera Presbyterian
he is, the better a Catholic will he be. We
need to remember this that every system is
not of equal value, in spite of all some may
say. Truth is one, and error of any sort is
aweakness, and if we believe that our
system is the nearest to the truth why should
we not seek to have our young people
trained in it. I suppose, however, we are
asking too much for the present,’governed as
we are, but this much we could do, ay
and should do, and i we are to retain our

Prasbyterian character must do,~—we should

teach our catechism as systematically and

thoroughly in the same spirit and with the
same 2¢tal as we teach the other lessons, and
as much time should be given to the one as
to the cther. This is not makiag little of
the Scripture, nor putting the catechism an
a level with the Word but the catechism s
founded on the Word, and the Catechism,

rightly taught, is the Word rightly taaght.
1t is because the catechism is so great an
aid to an adequate understanding of the
Word we so desire it taught. Ouar teuchers—
many of them—need agood training in the
catechism themselves, and if they are to
teach it rightly must have help. We are
oot asking too mach when we ask that the
helps published by our Church should con-
tain an exposition of the catechism question
fitted for teachers. The Church should sce
to this, lest she repent too late  If we might

make a suggestion our Church papers might

publish ap exposition of tbe weekly question
even if they had to drop the internaticnal

lesson, valuable as that help is, bat we can

get helps in abundaoce for the lesson, but

for the catechism, not one. This is a subject
worth consideriny, and a matter worth
giving a trial to. Such a systematic teach-
ing of that book would, we are conviaced, be

of inestimable value to the teachers them-

selves, it would do great good to the Church
for our Christian workers would be trained
in sound doctrine, and would be thoroughly
Presbyterlan, and are youog people would
be bailt ap in that sturdy Christianity which

Is the pride of our Church in the past, and
which our system can well give, if it 1sal-
lowed its perfect work.

WANDPED—REFULM,

MR, EDITOR,—a your issue of March
27th [ noticed a letter from a ‘* Minister
without Charge,” which, though at first
sight it savors of egotism, yet contains
much that strikes a responsive chord in the
present writers make-up. It is only one of
many such articles that have appeared of
late in your interesting paper. Such letters
clearly indicate that there is * Something
rotten in the state of Denmark.” Whatis
the real germ of all this trouble that is caus-
ing such a feeling of unrest aloog these lines
in our Church? [ believe it is not a ques-
tion merely of ‘sweet, boyish, innocent
looking, inexperienced youth” wzs. com-
parative age with the experieace that should
belong thereto. But in the system, under
which we Presbyterians live, there is a
wrong education of the people, so that,as
“ Minister without Charge” says, *'there
is a craze tor young men, instead of older
one, who, as they say, ‘will likely die on
our bands.' ** Who are largely responsiblefor
this education along wrong lines,if not those
who are the leaders of the people in things
religious ? The trouble centres in the system
of vacancies that obtains with us. The
anomaly of a vacant church is one that we
chould strive to remove. How would this
do? Instead of the popular vote now neces-
sary for the choice of a pastor, which often
result in strife, faction and general detriment
to the work for months, could we not centra-
lize the franchise in the representations of
the people viz. ; the elders or managers or
both combined? If these good men would
meet with a select committee from the Pres-
bytery, who know the needs of the congre-
gation and the best man for the situation,
could not a good choice be made much
more expeditiousiy and with .ore satisfac-
tion than at present? Would this be too
radical ? Would it be ua-Presbyterian? We
tbink oot. Within proper limits let our
 Presbyteries exercise their authority ;" and
surely the rank and file of our Church will
uot object if the work of choosing pastors is
well done, even if every member does not
cast his vote. As a Presbyterian I have
been heart-sick at the sight of some of our
good mea—not too old—who are knocked
about until completely discouraged. Such
treatment is unjust, unchristian, cruel
What we want is a reform in our system of
settlement. Who can give us the best solu-
tion ?

A YOUNG MINISTER WiTH CHARGE.

Thers are now under the care of the
Presbyterian Church of the United States
and Mexico 93 churches with 4,462 com-
municants and 1,221 pupils 1n schools, a
theological seminary anda mission press.
The City of Mexico atone has seven Presby-
teriap Churches, all in charge of native
preacbers. Mr. Joseph Henderson, of this
city, 1s at present 1o Mexico ; and later on
readers of THE CANapaA PRESBYTERIAN
may expect to hear from him on what he
has seen in the couatry of the Montezu-
mas.

Lord Salisbury thinks the soundest system
of education to be that which enables each
man to pay his rates for the teaching of his
own religion. His lordship, however, ad-
mats the esormous practical difficulues tbat
atpreseat prevent the adoption;of such 2 plan.
It is foreign, hesays, to religious liberty for
the State to compel a child to be educated
1 areligious belief not acknowledged by the
parent.

Prof. Marcus Dods, speaking in Edin-
burgh in support of disestablishment, said
the ideal method would be tor the Establish-
ed churchmen themselves to come forward
with a frank coafession that the time for
that measure had come. The only lossto
the church he could conceive of was one of
prestige.

China's Millions says :—**Lellers from
Yckobama inform us tbat Misses Batty,
Hancock and Fuller arrived there on january
2nd, the steamer having been delayed
several days on account of rough weather.
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COMNUNION WITH CHRIST.
1Suggsuen A meetiag fur prayee alone)
BY RRV, visi

W, S MEPAVISH, D,

—— ——

ST. GREORGE.

April 28th,~John xiv. 18-a3.

kor several years there existed a very
close and inumate fellowship between
Queen Aune of Eogland and Sarah,
Duchess of Marlborough. Probably no two
persons were ever more closely associated
than they were. In order that there might
be less restraint in their correspondence, on
account of the disparity in their respec-
tive stations, the one assumed the name of
Mzrs, Freeman, and the other that of Mrs.
Morely. 1t is said that letters sometimes
passed batween them at the rate of four per
day. People thought it very strange that
the Queen of England should be on such in-
timate terms with one of her subjects. So
it was. DBntisitnot a far greater wonder
that the pore and holy Scn of God should
enter into communion with the sinful sons
of men? Surely there must have bten
great condescension on His part, orelse He
must have put forth great power 1o raise
men up to that plane where they can hold
fellowship with him !

I. What is mvolved ian fellowship or
commupion? There must be knowledge
before there can be fellowship. We are
not .inclined to unbosom ourselves to a
stranger. We have joys and sorrows,
pleasures and pains, hopes and fears which
we do not reveal to a transient guest. Bat
we can hold fellowship with Jesas because
we know Him and are known of Him. He
has revealed Himself unto us as he has not
unto the world. There must also be friend-
Iy regard if there would be true iellowship.
When Queen Aune and her friend, the
Duchess, quarrelled, 1t could still be said
that they knew each ather very well—pear-
baps they koew each other better then,
than they ever did befors the coolness arose
—yet there was no loager any real fellow-
ship between them. Friendship’s mystic
link was seveted ; therefore, the communion
was at an end. Whexe there is fellowship,
there must also be implicit trust or confid-
ence. There can be no real knitting of soul
to soul unless confidence be cherished.

II. How do we come into the enjoyment
of this privilege? We certainly didnot de-
serve it.  With Jacob we might each con-
fess: ‘I am not worthy of the least of all
Thy mercies.” We bave no claims o re-
cognition so far as Christ is comcerned.
Our minds were naturally alienated from
Him by reason of wicked works. If we did
not deserve this favor, neither did we
struggle upward until we reached that plane
where we were in a condition to enjoy fel-
lowship with the Saviour, We were called
into it through the mercy of God. ** God 1s
faithful, by whom we were called into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord* (l. Cor.1.9). He sent from above,
He took us. He drew us out of many
waters. We did not agonize until we reach-
ed a certain point of exaltation where we
could enjoy fellowship with Christ, but He,
in His pity, came down to us. He said:
* 1 will come to you,"” and it was because
He came in accordance with His promise
that we enjoy the privilege which 15 ours.

1f1. Since we enjoy such exalted com-
munion, what should be the efiect upon us?
Certainly we should be gradually growing
nto the likeness of Christ our Master. Oaor
wills should gradually be moulded into con-
formity with Christ's will, and our lives
should be patterned after the example of
His beautiful life. Professor Henry Drum-
mond tells of two students who enjoyed such
intimate {ellowship that they became much
alike in habits and in tastes. So, if we
arc much in the company of Christ, we shall,
insensibly, perhaps, but yet, surely, grow
more and more hike Him. The face af
Moses was radiant after he had beer forty
days on the mount with God, and, if we are
much with Jesus, we shall reflect something
of His beauty and glory. We should, be-
sides, be verg happy Christians, and we
should live io the enjoyment of great peace
aand comfort.

*¢ A hittle talk with Jesus
Alone in secret prayer,
It gives me strength and courage,
Liie’s many ills to bear.'




