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mcnts in citiier ciections. The Sabbatlî Obsertince
Commiittee petiiancd tic clirectors af the Street Car
Company, but tht rcpiy was flot reassuring : There
-ire nincty-fivc lier cent. of the drivers lZoman Callia.
lics, who go ta carly mass on Sundays ; and arc nat
deprived of Church urdinancs, and tuit by flot run-
ning the cars a large number of good cittzens would
bc deprived af flic privilcge of attcnding service, and
flint five tfines as miany mien anîd horses would bc cm.-
ployed ta acconîmoziate clhurch gners.

The aid argument, daing rvil flint gand mnay come.
In regard ta Christian wark in Montrcal, sonme, in-

decd many, mîay bc disposcd ta cry, lIow long, how
long ? but ive shauid rallier be th.înkiul for what lias
been donc, and well donc, and is worth ail the labour
and money sptnt upan it.

Secing light iii a French Protestant church a iew
ecnings ago 1 went ta tic door, and looked ini, and

listetied for a short timie, and aithougli tht several
speakers spnke in Frenchi 1 could flot bîelli admiring
howv anc young lady acquittcd lierself %vhcen giving a
recitation. There mnust havc beenl over 200 prescnit,
who listcncd aticntively. In Ontaria anecanliave na
idea ai tUic 'difficqilties ta be grappled îvitlî in bringing
the clains ai the Gospel to bear an a French-speaking
population, bound by the teucers of Raome. K.
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THIE IS*LDERSIIIP.

Dr. MacNish bas written a stries af valuable
articles on thc poimty of the Preshyterian Church,
trcating it: chicfiy in its practical aispects.

What hc says aboub the "cider " is not a littie in-
tricate, ta say the leasi. No wonder. The attempt
ta cxtract Il ieo clasies of offiers"I so distinct tram
one another, out ai the word "presbyter" bas led
only ta confusion in other hands than his. No sort
af ingenuity can do it.

In his second article lie gives an cxtract irain the
IlFarm af Governmciint"I drawn up b>' the WVestmxinster
Assembly as iollows :

As there were in the Jewish Church eiders af the
people jained wîth the priests and Levites in the
gaveriment ai tht Churcli, sa Christ, wiia hath insti-
tutcd govcrnment and govtrnors ecclesiasticai in the
Church, bath furnislied saine in the Church beside
the ministers ai the Word %tîth gis for goverriment,
and with commission ta execute the saine when
called thereunto, wlio are ta be jaîncd with the minis.
ter in the gavernmient af the Church, which officers
the Reiornied Churclies callcd eiders.

The propositions here laid down are:
i. That tic oifike of the eider is from Christ.
2. That il is ta office sui gepiris-strictly and

Originally onte ai rule.
3. That the gifts ar capacity for the office are also

froni the Lord Jesus.
4. That tht eider is one "lof tht people'l-the laity;

like the tribal eider, his analogue, in the Jewîsh
Clîurch.

5. He is appointed ta the office on the cail or edec-
lion ai the people, ta act as their representative or in
their naine.

6. The place ofithe eider is that ai a help, assaci-
ate or adviser witlî the pastar in the goverrimient,
order and discipline af the Church.

The Assembly adds liat thc Reiormed Churches
called this functiona-v by the namec af "eider." Thcy
did it aptionally for convenience, distinction or
respect.

It is plain in the liglit ai titis extract that the WVest-
minbter Assernbly did not believ'e that Ilpresbyter"I
is tht tille oftan office distinct iroîn that of the clergy-
man or pastor.

Dr. MacNish thiîîks that the eider has no rîght ta
the peculiar fonctions aitf fli inister ; and yet inii n-
other place he takzes the pnsition flhnt in the carlier
pcriods ai the Christian Chtîrch there was no such
distinction oi minister and eider as that which nowv
exiss-ali eiders were ministers. '%Vlîere then in aur
canomy is the apostalic eideri

Ht is aiso unwilling ta have it scid that tht eider
is a layman ; for the reason iliat ta put the eider in
tht ranks ai the laity is ta sink hirn ungracefuUly
beiw the dignity ai bis office1

The tamiliar interpretation afi Timothy v. 17,
which Dr. MacNish is anxieus ta adopt as tlic right
ont, is obviously it variance iit the ptinciple and
logicai consistency ai tht extracti(Jrom tht 'l<Forr, of a
Government."

Holding as lie dos thant tile (functions ai tearliing
and ai ruling irere atl irst inseparalic, lîo% (lots
lie accaunit for tht origin afic eeider? Snmniaht
curiously. He supposes that certain presbyters, n-ha
tvcre chosen for their abilîty ta tench. were faîînd
on triai flot ta bc posscssedt ai the facutty i elaru-
lion. Their forte, il nas discovered, n-as rtiling. Sa
they dropped tlic allier part ai the invecstiture, and
took ta ruiing. i-ente, the office. According ta this
iancy, tht clclership wvas a inere accident, witlî uia
divine founidation, a thing born ai a niistake 1

If" presbyter"does not stand far tlueleder, ilîcre is,
he asserts, no warrant for tîe'office in tlie Word ai
God, not a trace ; and yet he is nt pains ta show, and
in tact successtihly shows with the iight anci'forcc o!
scriptural reicrence, thant the office did exist in apns.
toit tinmes, andi is emphiatically mirkcd n-ith apos-
toic, recognitiont.

Do -c tnt rend, hon-ever, ai a plurality oi eiders
in a Ciîurth i Wc do ; but a Church w-as nat a single
cangregatian in the modern usage ai tht word, but a
multiplîcity ; the centre, in tact, ai a large environ-
ment ai missianary stations, in which there wvas
ample scope and neccssîty for ainost any nuniber ai
pîresbyters.

A note tram 1)r. Hodge may here be ai service.
In bis comment on i Cor. xii. 28 lit says on the word
ggiernisin:s" Il -I As titis gitt andi office ai ruling are

dîstîngtished fram those ai teachers, il cannat be lin.
derstaod ai the preshyters or bisliops n-li were re-
quired ta bc 'apt ta teach.' It seenis ta reter clearly
ta a class ai officers distinct iom teachers, i.e., rulers ;
or, as thcy are called in tht Reiormed Cliurches, 'ri-
ing eIders,' and in tht Ancient Clîurcii,seniorespcbis."

Many ai your readers are no doubt well acquainteci
with tht îvonderiul success n-hich lias crowned the
labours ai the American Mission in Asiatic Turkey,
and tht circuistances n-luth led the iiiissianaries, as
tht work gren- open their hands ta fori tht canvurts
into, n-at is nowv known as tht Arînenian Evangclical
Clîurch. Their plan ai organization said:

"lThe afficers ai tht Evangelîcai Armienian Ciîurch
ahai consist ai eiders or bishiops (called also pestors>
and deacons.»

Tht duty of the pastar was dtflned ta be. ro
give himselt ta the preaclîing ai the Word andi ta
prayer, and ta administer tht sacraments; and ta
watch over and visit his flock. The duty ai tht dea-
cons-ta tare for tlic poor ai the Churcli, and ta
assist the pastar in ail suitable ways in spiritual
duties.

For the governotent ai the Ciiurth it wvas provided
that-"l inasînuch as discipline according ta the Scrîp.
turcs belongs not ta tht clergy alone, but with li leîî
ta tht people ; and inasînuch as it is not alwa> s con.
v'enient ar expedient for the n-hale Chiurcli ta conte
together for tîtat purpase, tht>' shalt cîtoose thrce or
more brethren as ' helps, 17avcmnmients,' ta forin witli
the pastar and deacons a Church Session, or stand-
ing cammittet for the examination ai candidates far
admission into tht Church, and tht administration ai
discip'.ine."

They point ta 2 Ca.. v. 4, 2 Cor. ii. 6, and i Cor.
xii. z8 for the source ai their adopted tarin of Churcit

It is m-anifestiy on the line ai tht 1Rcioricd
Churches. What Preshyterian would say thiat si is
not also on the simplicity ai tht apostoiic model?

It is an inttresting idct, aîîd -tII known, tlint the
Syrian missionaries are flot aIl Presbytcrians ; thty
were partly ai tht Congregational Chur.h.
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TuE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
REGINA.

MR. EDITOR;-As rnany ai your readers are doubt-
less very much iàterested in the progiress ai flic
Church in the capital ai tht North-West, permit nic
ta send your journal a fewv extracts front the repart
prcsented ai tht annuai meeting ai the congregatian
hid an the 201h uit. Many ai tht people ai the
Eastern Provinces are under tht impression that
Regina is an humble place-whcre nooncbut inounted
policc and Governmcnt officiaIs iive-indeed such
n-as tht character recentiy given it by Mr. Snmelley,
af tht St. Paul, Minn., iVoril: West Aftz.ga.-ihc, but
Mr. Smelley is i the employ ai tht Norîiîern
Pacific Railn-ay Conipanyand aslap at a Canadian
ton-n is in bis lin t.

Regina is, let nme tell your readers, a happy little

tnttn ; ils îenîulc are ccfiiied, inineflîcit,,antl possesç
noue rthal discontenltcu spirit wiiha couple ai years
ago "'as so previ'aeut wîitl tic peopIe oi tlîîs portioni
oi tue D)oinion. Thicy have the itilest canfidlenre
iii the future ai tile Nartla West capital, anîd îlîey set
wi ex'.iniple ta thte pettffle ui atîtie tu%%nbi, ~~tLiis
waortly o beiiig iiiitate.d.

It will be grit>( iii,; for > -,ur readers ta know tliat
during thc past ycar tlic caiî,,rcg.-ttsai illae conside.
rable iprngresç, bath numcrhi.itir andlichrwisc. Tla
tht rail afit eiiîbersiiip last ycar iorty werc addcd.
Tlicsc ivere receivcd it., the nmcmlbirship ai tlic con-
gregation, cieven being b> professioni ai faitlli, and
twcnlty.niiie b>' certirkate.

rThc nuiiiber ai commuinicants i prescrit on the
raIl and in full commtiunion is, ater dedtîctii, thosc
wlîo have retiioved ta (litber parts ai tiîc cuttry, t 40.

Tl'li total iiuiiîberoaiadiissioiîs biiite the formxation
ai the congregatian lias bec i ai fhautn ninety-
ane have becn adinitved siice NMîy, 1883 -thus tlit
repart sayt- the ieiibership lias mi(rc tlîan doublcd
utsel during te pabt cigliteen ionths.

An agreeablc fr-attire also is tliat tlic attendante
during the past yenr in conneclian %titli the regular
services ai tue -otigrega,.tion lias considcrably in-
creased in the ev'eniig esîuecially.

'T'he report States titat flie average attendante at
tItis iineuting-tlîe vetk>' urayer meeting- -during the
past >'ear n-as betwceii tweiuty amîd thîirty. The Sab-
bath scliool anîd Bible class hav'e mnade înost encaur-
aging progrcss durisîg te >'ear. 'l'lîrc lias bren an
increase in the numnber ai cIases, and beerai addi-
tions have been mtarie ta the teacluing staff. There
is iiotv an araeattendante it flic schliol ai m:0.

rThe report turtiier adds ilînt il lias beemi felt for
saine lime fliat tht Session, iii order ta mecet tht
groving netessities ai the congregatian, requires an
addition ta its nuinbers, and in tht zicar future pro-
pose îakzing steps in titis direction. ht conctudes with
the iollawîing words : II I is believed thint not only
wdîi the Session be strengtiiecd by stcli addition, but
thiat the cang,ýre-,aliozi %viIialsa derive adi'antage there-
iront. Ilelicving, that itwill mnaterially aid in the con-
tributions ta tlic Sclicnies ai tie Cliurch ta have
connected with the congregatian a missionary asso-
ciation, sieps are no%- being taken ta arganize tlic
saine."

"Irhc Scszian fle that thcy cannat close the'ir re-
port withiout a reicrence ta the uniîon meetings non' in
progress, whiich haye been contintied during tht past
thurce we'cks witli interest. It is sinccrcly lîopcd that
tue resuit oi tîmese meetings n'îll abaund in niuch fruit
ta the hanaur antI glary ai the Great King and Head of
the Cliurch, anîd tiiat the nIiole effirts oft iis conigre-
gation during tht year upon which it lias cntered'may
be: trowiicd n-illi much success."

Anoîher pleasing fcature is the choir, n-hich is cer-
taiiily the best in the iNortli.%Vesr, and its nienibers
seni ta hia% e takzen lhoid Ini eariest.

'lhli resolution ai Rcev. Mr. Urquîhar, n-as a
good stcp. 1-le is ani earnest and excellcnt %vorker,
andI nukî!, 1 thiink, have been lost had lic located
hiruseii in anr Indian sthaolbhouse as lit intended.
Tht congregatian recognize luis zeal and bis useiulness
in luis prescit spliere. Yours sincercly, G. B. E.

Reginla, Feb. r, iSS7.

AS USIX'G BUT AVIP Ah'USING.

WTe inay possess earthiy comforts, but %ve must nat
bm± posscssed b>' thent , ne ina>' ose theni as flon'ers
tu smieil, but not as garlands ta cran-n ourselves ni-,
tee may as pilgrinis n'alk n-nbh thtem, as slaves in out
bands, secking the country n-hîcb îs above ; but n-t
may not load ourselves n'ith thcîît, or bear thein as
buidens upon our backs ; ive may niake them aur
encouragement, but flot aur confidence ; n-e may use
theiti as acccssories, but î"e îîay not love thcm as aut
principal hîappiness. As becs, thiougli tficy live in the
midst ai honey and w'ax, yet have not their n'ings
touclicd n-ith any v'tciaus inatter, that. hînders their
delîghtiul flight abroad, and their nîînble passing
tram ont flun-er ta another, sa should Chtistians
that live in abundance ai eartlily coniiorts, as un - iive
ai swectness, be excecdîngly carciol thai naîhing ai
the world do cleave ta thear affections, n-hich are
ns ai tht soul, tiat ita>' lîinder lifting up and rais-

ing ilîcir Itearts ton-ard heaven>' abjects, or abaie
lte actîvîîy of their thougbts in their frequent mnus-
ings upon thte promises, and ail the nîysterics ai thc
Gospel, on n-luth the mind, above ait ottuer thingsi
ouglit ta be most excrciscd and delighu:-d.


