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speak ?»' Ii later tinies He nioved ien specially appuinted to be the ex-

ponents of I-is thouglit to speak or write in J-is naine by way of warning or

entreaty or judgmient or encouragement. But lîow the D~ivine intelligence

acted upon the mmiid of the sacred wvriters and teachers we cannet tell. It is

a profound mystery. Can wc be certain that it is a fact thougli it is inexpli-

cable ? Most assuredly we can. The miode in ;vhichi one human intelligence

acts upon another is inconiprehiensible, yet we do not doubt that one inspires

and mnoves another ta high thinking and noble living, so that lie becomes a

teacher to his own and ail future generations. WXe are as convinced of it as

we are of our own existence. So the wvriters of the Old and New Testamxents

were conscious that they were uttering the thoughts of anotFier by wvhom they

wvere promnpted and mnoved. 'P'lie phrases, IlThus saith the Lord," "The

word of the Lord that came to Isaiah," Jeremiah, Hosea, and others, are a

proof that such was their conviction. IlThîis 've say by the word of the Lord,"

exclaims St. Paul. IlI speak not this by coimianidnîient," lie declares ta the

Corinthians when lie is giving expression merely to bis own opinion, flot to

words diviniely suggested. Buit might they flot have been deceived, imagin-

ing when they were in a frenzy, or transport of feeling, or exalted state of

thought, that they were directed by heavenly inspiration, just as the prit.ts of

the Grecian oracles supposed theniselves to, le influenced by a divinity when

tlîey gave forth their dark and ambiguous sayings ? But the fact that their

utterances wvere sonietimes at comiplete variance with their national prejudices

and their expectations is indisputable proof thiat their thought wvas not

spontaneous, but was suggested to thei. 'l'le Mcssianic promise was the

central idea of Old Testament prophecy, but the writers represented the

future deliverer in ternis diametrically opposed to the popular conception of

J-n.Speaking as Jews, in days of national 1)rosperity, they could flot ha-ve

described the calamities, the political extinction, the oppression, the degrada-

tion, the hatred which Israel and Judah -vere to suifer, and wvhich have

received literai fulfilment, had these things nat been reveaied ta themn by the

infinite Intelligence who sees the end fromn the begzinning. Their forecasts of

the coniplete annihilation of the xniglity monarchies that then fiourished in

the valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates, so thiat evenl the sites of thei'- proud

aind.spX.ndid cihies should be forgotten ; their predictions of the humiliation

of haughty and powerful Egypt whiclî should becoi-ne the basest of kingdorns;

their prophecies of the rise of the powerful empires of Greece and Ramie


