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to a committee. Dr. llolpli, assuming a serio-comic

air, ridiculed the proceeding in a speech that will ever

be memorable in Canadian history.* ,, .^r .>

* Dr. Bolph thus oponud hiti battery on thu miacallud trotuury btnchoi

:

•• Porhupe novor did a day, wwiring u inoro lownring uspoct tlmii tliis, dawn

upon a BritiBh Colony ! T\w glory of Provincial Monarchy, giibjoctod igno-

miniou8ly to tho«o proceedings, is sullied beyond the power of your acquittal

to redeem. Kings are sometimes tried. But nations uro their Judges. And
when a people, goaded by injury, rise in their majesty to occupy the Judg-

ment seat, grand is the spectacle and vost the result! Popular sympathy

gonerully mingles with the royal fate, and interest is transmitted with the

very block which is dyed with their blood. But Kings even in Europe

would dwindle into shadows, were thi>y arraigned and tried before subordinate

tribunals. Only imagine it; King William the Fourth tried by a select com-

mittee of the House of Commons ! The proposition, Sir, shocks you. * •

Impeachment, did I say ? Oh no. They have doomed their illustrioui

personage to drink the cup of humiliation to the very dregs. The trial hai

not been conducted oven before the Legislative Council, our Provincial House

of Peers, who would, perhaps, regard a guilty partici])ation little less than

petit treason ! It has not even boon conducted before this honorable House,

while tho ohnir. Sir, was occupied by the Speaker, in whom is embodied,

besides his Parliamentary phylacteries, tho uggregato dignity of the Assembly,

with tho Mace, surmounted with a Crown, lying umsuively on the table, and

defended by tho Sergeant-nt-Arms, girded with a sword and glowing with a

chivalrous spirit. Such inquisitorial proceedings even over Royalty have,

when clothed with statolincss and wrapt up in form, an imposing etfect upon

the eyes of the multitudo, who are therefore tho less likely to huvo thoir

habitual reverence seriously impaired. But as if there wore a conspiracy to

bring His Excellency to the very dust, to shadow his dignity, mortify hii

pride, and republicanize tho people, tho investigation was repudiated by the

House, and insultingly transferred to an ordinary c()mmitteel * * "What will

tho British Government say to this impolitic proceeding? You who ought

to be the first to keep within, at least, tho bounds of impeachment in the

Mother Country, have assumed to try, and either condemn or acquit tho repre-

sentative of tho King! The Governor has been charged with interfering,

to an alarming degree, with the purity and freedom of tho late general elec-

tions. It is a charge of treason against the people. You are this day teach-

ing them a lesson they will not easily forget. They find themselves, through

the persons of their representatives, bringing under the ordeal of this inquiry

tho head of tho Executive Government. If it is thought expedient to exempt

him from civil and criminal responsibilities in tho courts of justice, by what

law do you now assume a Jurisdiction, of which even tho King's Bench ia


