
The Civil SerTlce Supply Association

(whose balance sheet to June 30th, 1880, may
be 8een at the Company's office), sold goods
to the amount of seven millions of dol-

lars in 1880. Thei** shares, on which
ten shillings is paid, sell at £65. I pur-

pose forwarding you a brief history of the
Rochdale Society, the Civil Service Supply
Association and some others.

I am, sir,

Yours respectfully,

WILLIAM P. LOCKWOOD.
184 St. James street,

Montreal, 24th March, 1881.

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES.

TO THE EDITOR 0*' THE GAZETTE.

Sir,—The establishment of the <' Society

of Equitable Pioneers," at Rochdale, in 1844,

may be considered as the commencement
of the English co-operative movement. Co-
operation had often been tried in various

forms ; it was, however, for Charles Howarth
to put in practical form the method of rais-

ing, making, or creating capital on what is

known as Uie Rochdale plan. After satisfy-

ing themselves of the soundness of How-
arth's plan, twenty-eight workingmen agreed
with him to form a society and raise capital

to commence business. They began by sub-
scribing two-pence a week, and after a time
managed to increase the amount to three-

pence. In i)ecember, 1844, these resolute

earnest men had raised £28, and commenced
business. They opened their store at eight

and closed at ten o'clock on two nights a
week. Two of the members attended in

turn to weigh out and deliver the goods. No
one received payment for services, but did
what was required for the general benefit.

Their first stock consisted of four

articles, butter, sugar, soap and flour.

Their rule was that every member should
have five pounds invested before he could
withdraw his share of profit or his share
capital.

The first 28 shareholders raised £28 to

start with ! The shares were £1 each ; their

idea was to save the rest of the money to

entitle each of them to fiour more shares ; the
differs e between the price paid for goods at

wholesale and the price at which they sold

them 'Stall, after paying rent, cost of man-
agement, 6 per cent interest on capital, and

other expenses, was placed to the credit of
each member in proportian to his pui chases ;

new members ji<>iDed slowly at first, their

scheme was ridiculed and laughed at, their

little store in five years had only managed to

obtain 149 members: still they made a profit

and members increased.

The savings were used to increase their

purchases, and in time each member got his

five shares, some paying £1 or more towards
them in cash, others paying only a few shil-

ling and securing their five shares when
their actual savings made up the diff'erence

;

when the five shares were paid up they could
withdraw the amount, £6, or hold five shares

;

future dividends they could receive quar-
terly or leave with the society as loan capital

bearing 5 per cent interest ; not more than
£200 could be held for any one member. The
art of saving, once acquired, was encouraged
by finding that amounts varying from £6 to

the full amount, £200 were held by many of

the members in addition to shares in their

own corn and flour mill, and other manuEac-
turing societies ; others were living in modet
houses, of which there are large numbers in
Rochdale and other towns, built and paid for

by co-operative savings.

The following table shows the progress of

the Society from 1844 to 1879 :—
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