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OUTLINE OF BRITISH
‘ EDUCATION FIGHT

Relations of Church Scheels to Government Funds and
Control of the Vexed Issue—Provisions of the Pend-

ing Bill.

The troubles which arise over every gen-
eral education bill in the British par]ia-l
ment are due to the fact that the great
bulk of the elementary education of the
country is provided by religious bodies. Up
to 1870, when public school board districts
were first introduced, the schools were
supported by voluntary comtributions, each
of the stronger religious boldies having
built and endowed echools in which its
own particular religious doctrines were
regularly taught. The great majority of
these schools still belong to the Church
of England, and at the present time, out
of about 14,000 voluntary, or “‘non-pro-
\'1ded” schools (schools which do not re-
céive governmemt funds) about 1,200 be-
long to the English church, nearly 1,000
to the Roman Catholics, and rather more
than 1,000 to the Wesleyans and some
emaller sects. The present Liberal gov-
ernment, - proposes . to extend the public
control over all schools receiving state aid,
and this has raised the question of what
amount of religious imstruction shall be
given in schools of church origin which
may in the future come under state con-
trol. The non-sectarian schools system.
of Amenica is an impossibility in England
at present, and the rock on which the
pending bill may split is this question of
religious teaching.

These schools were at first built, equip-
ved and maintained by voluntary subscrip-
1.1pns. After a few years it was recog-
nized that in educating the youth of the
nation they were performing a mational
service, and that this national service
€hould be rewarded by payment. Accord-
ingly, in the thirties of the last century,
the government of the day made what
would now be regarded as a very feeble
grant of a few. thousand pounds to these
schools. This principle, once established,
led maturally and quickly to increased
grants, and before long all the voluntary
schools, which were practically the only
schools in the country giving elementary
education, were receiving large grants. In
fact, as the need for more schools arose,
thg grants made for the inmstruction of
children were extemded to cover the con-
struction of buildings, and most of the
. cxisting voluntary school houses have been

partly paid for by state grants made in

teturn for the services that such school
buildings were rendering the state.
The act of 1870 introduced a new elc-|
ment into the system of the education of |
ithe eoumtry. For the firet time in its|
distory, the ratepayer (taxpayer), was
called upon to make a contribution to the
cost of mnational education. 'The country
was divided into districts, and in each dis-
trict proper accommodation had to' be
provided in public .elementary schools
available for all children resident in such
districts for whose elementary education
efficient provision had not been made al-
ready. This let in the school board and
the board school, and the one was created

payers thought that such efficient provis-;
ion was not provided.
to this there have existed cheek by jowl!
}_Joard schools and voluntary schools—the
former depending on the rates and grants
from the public exchequer, and the latter
depending cm the voluntary subscriptions
of the denominations to which they be-
longed, and also on grants from the treas-
ury for work done.

Churchmen have for more than thirty
vears paid the school board rate, and at
the same time paid their subscriptions to
the church schools. Such an arrangement
was bound, socmer or later, to wear out,
and the continual strain of maintaining
voluntary schools while paying higher and
higher rates for dn increasing number of
board schools, with continually advancing
views on what elementary education
should be, led at length to the impasee
that resulted in the act introduced by the
Unionist government in 1902.

Since 1870 two measures of relief have
existed for the consciences of those who
hold religious views of epecial charac.er.
The conscience clause’ enacted that admis-
sion to the school must not be conditional
on a child’s attendance or non-attendance
at any religious worship outside the schcol,
or any religious instruction inside the
school. The Cowper-Temple clause, in-
tended to protect children of all denomin-
ations attending a board school, enacted
that no religious catechism or religious
formulary which is distinctive of any pat-
ticular denomination shall be taught in
the schoal.

’I_‘he Education Act of 1902 made a great
stride forward in_ transferring the chief
oversight of the elementary schools from
the centralized control of Whitehall to the
decentralized control of the local authori-
ties. It expanded the principle of the
state’s recognition of the work of the vol-
ustary schools by throwing the voluntary
—now called non-provided—schools on the
rates, just as the board—now called the
provided—schools were, and still are, on
the rates. With a view to systematizing
thc whole of the educational machinery it
aboliehed the school boards, and put bo‘h
classes of schools for the first time, under
one local authority. While conserving the
principle that public support demanded
public management in the case of the pro-
vided schools, it allowed the majority of
the managers of the non-provided (or vol-
untary) echools to represent the denomina-
tions to which the schools belonged, and
gave them a power over the appointment
of head masters and mistresses which lent
itself to the dmposition of a religious test.

This change shifted the burden from the
ghoulders of the churchmen to those of the
Ncnconformists, whose rates were now
used in part to pay for religious instruec-
tion to which they were opposed. This in-
troduced a new ‘“‘conscience” question, and
resulted in Nonconformists resistance to
the collection of the rates, and subscquent
exccution on their property by the local
authorities. The strength of the Noncon-
formists in the present house of commons,
where they are eaid to have about 170
members—more than the Nationalists and
Labor votes combined, practically forced
the present Liberal cabinet to present a
bill reshaping the school system.

When the act comes into operation every
gchoo] which is supported by rates and
government grants will become a provided
rchool. This will practically emsure uni-
formity of type in all the schools of the
country. Not a penny of public money will
be spent in any school which is not a pro-
vided school.

There will no longer be voluntary schools
and state schools. All elementary schocls
which claim government grants will be
state schools.

In eve y provided cehool throughout the
country ‘the same undenominational religi-
ous instruction will be given belween 9
and 9.30 in the morning, and no child
whoee partnt objects nezd attend.

This clauss will be re-enacted, and will
provide that no catechism of formulary
which is distinctive of any denvmination
will be taught in any provided school in
the country.

All religious tests for teachers will be
abolished. and ali head teachers will be

thrown open to all whatever
religious views may be.

Existing echools of this type will have to
stn_ke a bargain with the local authorities,
which will remain as they are.
which decline to 'do so will be divided into
two classes. The echoole whose trust deeds
devote them to purposes other .than purely
educational will be left in the hands
their-owners to be treated. by them in any
way they please, but they cannot become
public elementary schools without passing
under complete public control. The sec-
ond class of school, whose trust deeds de-
vote them to educational purposes in per-
petuity, will pass under the control of a
commission, to be appointed, which
administer them as public charities.

_Although abolished generally, denomina-
tional instruction may be given in certain
prban areas, when, after a public inquiry,
it has been discovered that the parents of
four-fifths of the children demand it. Such
instruction must not be given at the ex
pense of the local educational authorities,
but at that of the denomination in whose
intrests it is given. It will only be given
in non-prévided schools, which have been
transferred to the local authority.

In certain small districts some form of
the old school board may be revived.
Otherwise the local authorities remain as
constituted under the act of 1902.

No provision is made apparently for-the
purchase of the voluntary or non-provided
schools. But it is expressly stipulated that
the local authority must estirely maintain
all such schools as it may take over.

The government

Those

will

suggests that as the
original owners will have the use of euch
schools every night and on Saturday and
Sunday, they should be well content with
the arrangement.

A1l the provided schools will pass under
complete public control.

No special provision is made for Roman
Catholies and Jews, except that the con-
science clause will operate in their favor
as in the favor of all other denominations.

The government predicts that the bill
will cost money, and promises
extra a year in grants from the exchequer
in aid of public elementary education. This
will be popular with the local authorities,
seeing that it is calculated to relieve the
pressure on the local rates.

Wales is to manage its own educational
affairs, and its grant is to be allocated.

All local authorities are to be allowed
sixty years instead of thirty years in which
to repay loans raised for educational pur-

$5,000,000

Denominational interests, aside from the
Nonconformists, are offended by the pro-
vigion for “undenominational” religious in-
struction in all schools, and the provision
putting on the various religious bodies the

in their own
creeds as was given to their children. The
Church of England and the Roman Catho-
lics are bitterly opposed, and when the
bill was passed on its second reading, May
10, the Irish members voted against it.
The Unionists generally
and the other ereoted wherever the rate. J0seph Chamberlain’s support was an im-
poriant break. The issue of disestablish-
cf the Church of England is involved
Nonconformist op-
statesupported

opposed it, but

From that date |ment cf f U 0
because if the bill fails,

position to the
church will be strengthened, and the “con-
| science” issue will become more acute. The
bil! is almost certain to be rejerted by the
house of lords, but its passage by the com-
mons will pay the government’s debt to
Nonconformist supporters,
leave it free to conciliate the Nationalists
by attention to their pet measures,—Bos-
ton Transcript.

ST, JORN MAN §
HAYES IS N0 MURDERER

Thomas Sheehan, Arrested in Bangor,
Talks of Man Arrested in Connec-
tion With Mabel Page Murder.

and will

(Bamgor News).

‘Thomas Sheehan, native of St. John
(N. B.), once a member of the famous
Shamrock base ball team of that city, but
for many years a ‘railroad wracker,” was
arrested in Bangor Thursday night “on
charge of drunkenness. There is nothing
extraordinary in that, but the News heard
that Thomas had for long been acquaimted
with Jerry Hayes, arrested on Wednés-
day at Bingham on suspicion of the mur-
der of Mabel Page.

Sheehan said that he had known Jerry
Hayes, or “Long Jerry” a8 he is better
known among his associates for 17" years
and had never heard him called by any
He said that Hayes was just
a commomn ‘shoyel stuff” which elegant
designation is applied to workmen who
know only enough
shovel; that he would earn a bit of money
and then spend it for liquor but that ne
never was ugly and so far from being
capable of murder, wouldn’t harm a fly.

Sheehan met Hayes last fall for the
firet time in six or sevem years.
that Hayes never said anything to him
about any of his Massachusetts exper-
iences, and never mentioned
house or the murder.
ion that the arrest of Hayes is mnothing
more than a trick of the Tucker lawyers
to shift the blame upon some ignorant
mam, “‘some poor guy in overalls,” so that
Tucker may go free, or, at least, get an-
other stay of execution.
that he doubts very much if Hayes is
able to write his name, and thinks it im-
“possible that he could have written the
card, even had he visited
the Page house on the day of the murder.

As for Mrs. Brown, of Binghamwell, |
must have burned last night|
while Sheehan was giving a somewhat |

use a pick and

He says |

Page
He is of the opin-

says

“J. 1. Morton”

comprehensive list of her shortcomings. |
| downpour of rain.

Currey-Davis Settlement.

A settlement was reached yesterday in |
the Equity suit of Currey vs. Davis. The |
defendants $1,800 |
and the defendants a deed of the|
house at Gagetown to the plaintiffs.
enter into mutual releases, and Mrs. Davis |
is released of all responsibility relative |
to the support of her mother. |
(. °'N. Skinner and L. A. Currey appeared '
for the plaintifis, and J. D. Hazen and
J. R. Dunn for the defendants.

of

{at New Richmond on her down trip on

SCOTCH HERRING
EXPERT AT GASPE

Bonaventure People Receive
Visit from Mr. Cowie,
Brought Qut by Dominion

MAY REVIVE THE INDUSTRY

The Lady Eileen Was Aground at
New Richmond — Dalhousie Oil
Wells Being Tested—Daily Reports
of Fisheries in Future--First Salmon
of the Season.

Dalhousie, May 18—Mr. Cowie, Scotch
expert in herring fishing in the employ of
the dominion' government, arrived in
Boneventure county this week on board
ship Thirty-Three ta teach the Gaspe
people how herring is prepared in Scot-
land for export. He was accompanied by
three Scotch girls who have spent most
of their lives working at the business on
the northern coast of Scotland, where
thousands of young girls- gain a livelihood
by preparing herring for market. Inter-
rogated by a citizen as to why the men
did not do this apparently difficult work,
they replied with a smile: “In Scotland
the men cateh the herring and the young|
girls prepare them for market.”

A few years ago, when herring were
shipped to the Boston market free of
duty, a great business was done in the
Baie des Chaleurs with spring herring.
Since a duty has been imposed the farm-
ers have used this fish, as a fertilizer and
thousands of barrels of spring herring are
used every year to manure potato land.

When the young girls of these Bay
Chaleur counties (where herring are so
abundant every year) are able to prepare
the fish for export, as they do in Scot-
land, this should be again a flourishing |
industry. In Scotland fishermen must 20 |
great distances to secure herring, and it
frequently happens that before the boars
reach shore the fish are spoiled. 1t is,
different in this country. Herring are
caught generally at about 400 yards from |
land and are mostly alive when they are
removed from the boats. According to
the opimion given by Mr. Cowie and the
Scotch girls our herring are as of good
value as the herring taken.in Scotland.

It was at Charles Mareil's request that
the federal government sent Mr. Cowie
to Bonaventure and a few days ago the
expert held a conference’at Bonaventure
River, at which representatives attended
from the parishes of Carleton, Maria,New
Richmond, Caplin, New Carlisle, Paspe-
biac and Port Daniel. It happened that
the largest catch of herring known for
years took: place the day of the confer-
ence, and seven barrels were packed in
the presence of a large number of people.
John Hall Kelly, M. P. P., who was pres-
ent, translated Mr. Cowie’s remarks into
French. The demonstration was closed
by a vote of thanks to Mr. Mareil for the

| municating

COBALT'S DAMAGE BY
FIRE AND DYNAMITE

Terrific Explosioh Wrecked
the Mining Centre and
Flames Completed Destruc-

tion of 75 Buildings--Loss |

SILVER CLOUD
SWEPT ON ROCKS

Schooner Wrecked Between
Black Point and Mispec

LEFT HIGH OUT OF

$40,000.

seven and a half toms of dynamite ex-

result and concussion are apt to have the
effect of a small sized earthquake. 1

when 213 cases, stored by Taylor & o,
on a hillock, on the outskirts of the
place, went up in smoke.
. \When the flames which had started in
a building further down the hill reached
the powder magazine there were a few
minutes of smouldering embers, then a
momentary luminous glare, followed the!
next instant by a terrific impact that |
The effect of the shock in the town
itself s was simply stupendous for a mo-

. i
Cobalt, Ont., May 20~—(Specml)—When|’

| * WATER ON LEDGE

1 I T i & et . v
ploded in a town eurrounded by hills the | gy O | gter and Sank--Wind Left
* Nova Scotia Packet and Swell Took
Such was the case here late yesterday | . Her AShOl‘e - Captain and Crew

Come to St. John.

Straddling two rocks on the coast be-
tween Black Point and Mispec the forty-

| five ton eingle topmast echooner Silver
C.oud is a total wreck. She struck in thick I
shook the entire town to its foundations. | weather Saturday morning about 11 o’clock

while on the way here from Digby with
a load of junk from Mr. Webber of that

ment® The pulsating heart of the com-
munity stood still. Then everything was |
consternation verging on panic.
plosion left very few of those awho were |
standing on . their feet.
every considerable pane of glass in the
entirejtown shattered to atoms, but fully
geventy-five houses, and no end of out-
buildings, most of them in the French
section, were wrecked beyond possibility
of repair.

Fully sixty large structures, to say
nothing of many of the outbuildings to
which reference is made, were subsequent-
ly consumed by fire. The largest indivi-
dual loser outside of Tayior & Co. will be
Morin Brothers, whose general store was
first to topple over and burned to cin-
ders. All the stumps around about were
uprooted, while beneath the spot occu-
pied by the magazine itself the solid
rocks had been dislodged as though they
were so much fallow land yielding to the
plow. -
For several acres of land the flames had
carried everything before them and com-
themselves to the adjacent
forests, burned for fully a zile and a half
to the north of the town.

As a further indication how fearful was
the concussion presaging this disaster it
may be mentioned that every candle in
the shaft and drifts of the Buffalo mine,
situated a mile distant, was instantly ex-
tinguished and no inconsiderable amount
of rock was dislodged from its place, for-
tunately without mishap to the miners.

The loss is estimated at $40,000 and the
only insurance was one one building. All
the rest are a total loss. 'For the future
the law will be enforced, and dynamite
storehouses must be outside the town lim-
its. The exploded dynamite was valued
at $2,000

Chatham Happenings.

Chatham, May 20.—A special meeting of
the town council was held last evening for
the purpose of dealing with the electric
light. question.

In the report on the electric light plant
submitted by Ald. MacLachlan, it was

great interest he was taking for the wel-
fare of the fishermen.

stated that- the committee found out a

A vote of thanks|new electric light plant would cost $49,587,
was also passed to Mr.! Kelly for being|which far exceeded the available amount |

present. {and recommended that the present plant

According to the Scotch system a barrel

be remodelled and one new electrical unit

of herring is worth double the price than|of 150 K. W. be installed. He gave a de-

if packed by the Canadian method. It is
stated that herring prepared in New
RBrunswick last year by the Scotch sy:-
tem brought $10.50 on the New York
market. One of the Scotch girls, seeing
the herring alive when thrown on the
soil, said: “In Scotland we could sell this
fine herring without preparation at $6 a
barrel.”

The steamer Lady Eileen went aground

Wednesday and was detained for twenty-
four hours.

A New York expert is here to test the
Dalhousie welis and is now placing sev-
eral hundred feet of pipe to carry the
power from the engine room of the Res-
tigouche woodworking factory. The most
modern system will be adopted to test
these wells and the peopie of this ambi-
tious town will soon know whether they
bhave a valuable property or not.

The three new liquor commissioners,
Messrs.. Cragg, Troy and Brown, held
their first meeting recently and granted
licenses to Murphy’'s Hotel, the Royal
Hotel and the Quebec Hotel. In all three
licenses they made a stipulation obliging
each hotel to furnish a certain number of
sample rooms for the convenience of com-

tgiled account of cost of remodelling $14,-
120; new installation, $8,850, and distribu-
ting and street service, $5,630; total, $28,-
600.

lamps coveriiig the central portion of th2

street aystem for outside points and also
for g-neral service after 12 o’clock at nigit,
which would reduce the ‘cost of each arc
light $14 per year.

The renovated plant would have a legiti-
mate capacity for 7,000 lights in addition
to the street service, the present one be-
ing 2,200, giving the new plant a total ca-
pacity for 12,000 lights at the estimated
cost of $28,600, which is within, the limit of
the amount at the disposal of the council,
leaving a balance to providé. for the in-
stallation of another electrical unit if ve-
quired in the future.

After some discussion it was moved by
Ald. Morris and seconded by Ald. Walsh
that this matter be referred to.Lea &
Coffin, which was carried, the mayor giving
the casting vote.

Ald. Stothart, of the finance committee,
reported that the firemen’s request for $75
be granted and that Lea & Coffin be paid
8300 on account. Adopted.

Also moved for authority to effect a tem-

mercial travelers.

porary loan to be paid by a new bond

Hon. C. H. LaBillois received a letter iscue, and that the assessors be instructed

today from James Reid, M. P., stating

to overrun the warrants by at least 5 per

that in future there would.De a daily re-|cent to malke up for discounts and exemp-

port .of the fisheries sent to Dalhousie.
This will be of great advantage to the
Dominion Fish Company, A. & R. Log-
gie, Simon MecGregor and others inter-
ested in the local fisheries.

It is reported that the first salmon of
the season was taken this week by Coun-
cillor Mawhinney, of Colborne.

W.  W. Hubbard, of St. John, regis-
tered at Murphy's Hotel on Wednesday.

Arthur Kavanagh, collector of customs
at Gaspe Basin, his cousins, Miss Stella
LeBouthillier, of Memramcook cenvent,
and her sister, Miss Gertrude, of Gaspe,

were the guests of Mrs. Walter Raker)

this week, while waiting for the Jlady
Eileen.
Wm. Murray, ex-M. P. P., of Camp-

bellton, was in town on Wednesday.

BATHURST COUPLE
STUNNED BY LIGHTNING

Bathurst, N. B,

vicinity on Saturday evening, lasting near-
ly an hour. The lightning was the fiercest
experienced here for many years, and the
claps of thundes being deafening. Hail-

stones as large as marbles fell with a|

During whe height of

| the storm the house of Thomas Sullivan,

All}

Messrs.

i sr., near Adams, Burns Company’s mill,

was struck with lightning. The electric
fluid passed down the chimney and
through several of the rooms. Mr. Sulli-
van, who was in one of the rooms, was
struck in the right leg just below the
knee, burning and blistering ‘the leg to
the foot, and knocking him unconscious.
Mrs, SulMvan, who was with him, was
badly stunned. A cat lying under' the
atove in the kitchen was killed instantly.
Dr. R. . Duncan was quickly summoned

| by telephone to render the medical aid

Judge Gilbert, who died in Kings coun- |
ty a few days ago. was the oldest living
graduate of the University of New Bruns-
wick.He was a member of the class of 1844,
W. P. Dole of the class of 1849 is now be-
lieved to be the oldest living graduate of |
the uflversity.—Fredericton Gleancr.

1
In Pern there are still many small, un-
civilized Indian tribes, wheee numbers it
is impossible to ascertain.

necéssary A number of telegraph poles
in town were split and badly damaged.

«Are you ready to live on my income?” |

he asked eofttly.

She looked up into his face trustingly.

‘Certainly, dearest,” she answered, *'if
—if—"

“If what?”

“If you can get another one for your-
self.”—Judge.

May 21—A severe
electrical storm passed over this town and |

tions., Carried.

Ald. MaecLachlan moved that Supt. Me-
Kay be authorized to purchase poles and
wires to extend the electric light to War-
ren avenue. Carried. Adjourned.

Salmon are said to be more plentiful
than last season. They are being retailed
“here at 25 cents per 1b. The W. S. Loggie
Co. shipped fiftcen boxes of salmon to
Boston yesterday.

The Oddfellows’ anniversary celebration
which was to have been held here tomor-
row evening, has been postponed until the
28th inst.

Mayor Nicol received the following re-
p'y to a messag: of sympathy sent to Arch-
{ bishep Riordan, San Francisco.
| 8t. Mary’s' Cathedral, San Francisco, May

12th:

Hon. James Nicol, Mayor Chatham, (N.
| B.), Can.: .

i T am deeply grateful for your meesage of
hympa.hh,\‘, and I wish you to say to the
| people of my native town that I appreciate
| the interest they take in me. I send you
by this day’'s mail two papers, which will
give you Some description of whatever we

have suffered from earthquake and ﬁre.l

Our people have lost all but their hope
and courage and we are all at work to re-
{ build the stricken city.
Again thanking you for your kind sym-
| pathy,
i : [ remain sincerely yours,
: (Signed) P. S. RIORDAN,
‘ Archbighop of San Francisco.
| The Mission DBand
| church are preparing for enntertainment
' to be held on Friday evening.

Steamboat Miramichi will begin = her
| trips to Newcastle this evening.

|

'LARGEST STEAMER

i
i 4 A
‘i New York, May 19—The new Hambuig-
jAmeric:m line .steamer Kaiserin Augusie
| Victoria, the largest vessel afloat, with a
gross tonnage of -nearly 26,000, completed
| her initial trip across the Atlantic to-
| night, arriving from Hamburg, Dover and
Elimﬁugnp. She brought 490 saloon and
}1,7()4} steerage passengers.

The steamer made an average speed of
seventeen knots, no trouble being exper
ienced with the machinery.

It proposed fo install thirty-five are|

of St. Andrew’s |

' COMPLETES MAIDEN TRIP|

town. X
On board the schooner were Capt. Geo.

The ex- | Post, of Digby; Mate D. W. Hanselpacker,

of Culloden, and Joe Simms, of Digby, 2

Not only was  boy.

Speaking of the wreck Saturday night
the mate said they left Digby Friday for
here, The weather wag thick all Friday
night and there was no wind. Saturday
morning a breeze sprang up, but on ac-
count of the thick weather they were
doubtful for a time as to their position.

Having determined where they were—
near Mispec Cape— they stood down the
bay for St. John, keeping quite a distance
off shore. But at an unfortunate time
the wind left them and a heavy swell car-
ried their echooner ashore despite all they
could do. She struck stern firgt and held
to the rocks. The small boat was manned
ahd men and boy tried to haul the schoon-
er into deep water before she should be-
come firmly stranded. Their efforis were fu-
tile, however, and on the ledge she stayed.

Perched High on Rocks.

“When it was seen that nothing could
be* done by us,” said Mate Haneelpacker,
“Captain Pogt went ashore. This was
about 11.30 o’clock and he walked to St.
John in search of help. Meanwhile the
boy and myself stood by and took our per-
sonal belongings inte :he small boat.

“When the tide left the schooner,” said
he, “it showed a peculiar sight. There the
vessel 1es ed, perched high upon bwo rockea.
From the top of her sail to lJow water was
fully twenty-five feet. Foreward, for
twentyfive feet her keel was free of the
ledge, then she was caught for some dis-
tance; then came the space between the
rocks and here you could row a small boat
under the schooner from one side to the
other. She was 'caught fast again about
two feet from the stern post.

“Had ehe listed seaward she would have
fallen completely over, masts down, but
she took a little can’t towards ghore and
there she hung.

Rowed to This Port.

“We stood by all day and then rowed 1o
8t. John. We reached Partridge Island af-
ter a hard row and there a gasoline Jaunch
took us in tow and brought us to the Mar-
ket elip. I looked around for some
schooner I knew, and. found the L. M.
| Ellis, and Captain George Lent has been
good enough to put us up on board for the
night.”
| Captain Post, on reaching the city dur-
iing Saturday afternoon, gecured the tug

Leader and ghe went down to try to p_ull
! the schooner off the rocks. In the thick
weather, however, the stranded vessel
could not be found, and the tug, with

town, and utilize the present incandescent [ Captain Post, rturnd to port
: s :

i The Silver Cloud was twenty-six years
old and was owned by Messrs. Turnbull,
{Peters, Tupper, Warne and Nichols, of
| Digby, and Captain Post. She was not in-
gired. The schooner has been engaged
| in the packet business and once before was
lin trouble, being run down about seven
years ago by the D. A. R. steamer.

The tug Leader, with Capt. Post on
board, went down to the schooner again
yesterday morning, leaving here about 9
oclock and returning about 1l. It was
found that the little vessel had slid off
the rocks seaward and was lying on her
&ide with about three or four feet of her
masts over water at nearly full tide. Capt.
Post said yesterday that he believed the
vessel would be a total loss.

|
Milltown Notes.

Milltown, May 18—The engagement of
Miss Hulda Harvey and Mr. Leonard has
been announced and the wedding will take
place June 6.

Mrs, Samuel Wopdside, little daughter
and mother, of Montreal, are visiting their
old home here.

The wedding of Miss Mary Deacon and
Oscar Bridges took place at Trinity chureh,
Boston, April 26. Mrs. Bridges will be at
home to her Milltown friends Wednesdays
in June.

Ex-Mayor Murchie has arrived home
after a delightful fishing trip to Grand
Lake stream, and reports a fine catch.

Whidden Graham and Gus Klein have
returned from a trip to Montreal.

Mrs. Frank Roy, who had a critical op-
eration performed at Chipman hospital for
tumor, has been removed to her home and
is doing nicely.

Miss Lizzie Casey entertained the Cri-
terion Whist Club at her home Tuesday
evening.

The Rev. Mr. Rainnie and wife will ac-

vacated by Mr. Stevens, who has moved
to St. Stephen.

Mrs. McKenzie, mother of Mrs. Peter
Dewar, who has been seriously ill, is much
improved.

Mre. John Ray arrived home Friday after
‘a delightful visit in New York with her
| sister, Mrs. Chas. McAllister.

The supper and eale held at the Presby-
| terian -vestry Thursday evening, was a suc-
| cess, $50 being taken.

Tred Morrieon, barrister. formerly of
Milliown and son of Mrs. Clara Morrison,
| hag been elected mayor of Vergeville, Al
berta. '

Rev. Mr. Young and Mrs. Young were
calling on friends-Monday afternoon.

Mre, Peter McLaughlin is enjoying a
visit in Boston. N

Harrison Keine spent Sunday with his

! proving and little hope of her recovery
i is entertained. :

| William Arnstrong 1s able to about after
{2 ‘had attack of quinsy eore throat.

[ Miss Lucy Ruseel. of Baring, died at her
| home Monday morning. The funeral took
| 65 vears old.

| George (. Vose, brother of Wells Vose,
i of Milltown, died at his home, Robbinston,
| Saturday, at the age of 90.

| T just got into an awful fuss,

i All om account of our cat.

| cleaned her teef with mamma’s toof-
brush,

[ . :
.| Now what was wicked in that?
i

—Harper’s Bazar.

cupy the Henry Henniger tencment lately [

|
| place Wedpesday afternoon.’ Dececased was

STRATHCONA DENIES

PRESTON'S STATEMENTS

i
|
|

\

Declares He Never Admitted That Stolen Lette‘rvs.‘
| Were in His Office

Canada’s Suberintendent of Immigration at Ottawa Inquiry

Yesterday Admitted That He Organized the North Atlan-

tic Trading Company, But
High Commissioner.

it Had the Approval ef the

Montreal, May 18—(Special)—A special
London cable says: The Ottawa corres-
pondent of the Tribume, in a cable, states
that W. T. R. Preston, immigratien com-
missioner giving evidence.before the pub-
lic accounts committee, said he was un-
able to produce all bis private corres-
pondence because some letters had been
stolen from his office last year and that
he had traced the missing papers to the
office of the High Commissioner for Can-
ada, and Lord Strathcona had admitted
that they were in possession of his sec-
retary.

On being shown the Tribune cable by
the Canadian Associated Press correspond-
ent, Lord Strathcona, in a very emphatic
manner, denied ever having made any
such admission.

“Never, never,” said Lord Strathcona,
“neither unofficially, officially, nor per-
sonally, am I aware that Griffiths ever
had letters obtained in such a manner
as Mr. Preston asserts.”

Mr. Monk interjected to ask the name
of the company. Mr. Preston said that
when the trouble arose in Cahada he
wrote a letter to the company, a letter
which was probably more personal than
official, asking that the names be given
because of certain statements made jn
Canada. All of the officials came to Lon-
don to see him. He did not know the
members of the company, only one or two
of them. He had a suspicion as to who
some of them were. He asked for the
names privately. He had received a let-
ter last night which he had not delivered
to the government and which he was ad-
vised contained the names. He would
rather that the committee would not ask
him just now for the names.

Sharp Questioning.

Mr. Devlin—Is there any Canadian con-
nected with the company?

Mr, Preston—I am satisfied, none.

Mr. Devlin—Any official?

Mr. Preston—No, no. ;

Mr. Devlin—You are not connected with
it or have amy interest in it?

Mr. Preston—Not the slightest.

Ar. Devlin—Is there any official in the
Qanadian government connected with the
company ?

Mr. Preston—They could not possibly
be so.

Mr. Cornell—Do you know of gny &ana-

Mr. Monk's amendment was defeated
and Duncan Ross (Liberal) presented a
motion which he would move at the close
of the examination to report all the ques-
tions which Preston refused to answer
to the house.

The examination of Mr. Preston was
-continued by Mr. Carvell.

The witness said that the letter he we-
ceived last night was telling him that the
names were contained in the sealed en-
velope which he had received and that on
getting a telegram from them, he could
show them to the premier. He had not
yet received that telegram.

E. A. Alexander, of London, a solicitor,
was solicitor for the compamy. Mr, Alex-
ander was Mr, Preston’s son-in-law.

Preston on the Stand. -~

Ottawa, May
Prest.ou,euperintendent of immigration,was
examined before the agriculture committee
today 'by Mr, Monk. Without very much
preliminaries Mr. Monk proceeded to take
up the North Atlantic Trading Company.

18—(Special)—W. T. R.

Mr. Preston said that organization of the [

company” was carried on by him. He met
the representatives of the company first
at Bremen, and afterwards at Hamburg.
This was in May or June, 1899.

Mr. Monk—Did any of the company visit
London?

Mr. Preston—One or two of them did.

Mr, Monk—Did they meet Lord Strath-
cona?

Mr. Preston—Can’t say whether they did

or not.

Mr., Monk—Pid they come to Canada?

Mr. Preston—Not that I know of.
think I would have known if they did.

Mr. Preston proceeded to give a brief
history of the whole matter. He said that
previous to the time he was speaking, in
1898, Lord Strathcona had called a meeting
in Hamburg for the purpose of discussing
the possibility of engaging in_the field of
immigration in that couniry. Lord Strath-
cona addressed this meeting. It formed the
subject of a report by Lord Strathcona to
Mr. Sifton, the minister of the interior.
Shortly after the arrival of the high com-
missioner in London he was notified by
the imperial government that the German
authorities had taken umbrage at what
had taken place at Hamburg.

The matter came befére Lord Salisbury
and Mr. Chamberlain was the medium of

dian in this country intercsted in it?

Mr. Preston—No. il

Mr. Devlin—Did Lord Strathcona ap-
prove of the agreement?

Mr. Preston—Lord Strathcona had full
knowledge of all the negotiations and ap-
proved of the agreement. I called upon
him twenty-four hours after I returned

{ from the continent.

Mr. Monk moved that as Mr. Preston
would not give the names that the inter-
vention of parliament be demanded to
make him do so and that the evidence
in regard to this be reported to parlia-
ment forthwith.

There was a long and somewhat noisy
discussion on this motion.

The Liberals took the ground that the
examimation of the witnesses should be
proceeded with first and the questions he

communication with Lord Strathcona in-
forming him that the German police had
been looking into the matter and without
some explanation his lordship could not re-
turn to Germany. L

“So at the very beginning of my negotia-
tions in this matter,”” said Mr. Preston,
“I was confronted with police regulations
and legislatiive enactments to prevent the
carrying out of an active propaganda for
immigration as Mr. Sifton was anxious
that I should carry on as far and as actively
as I possibly could. Many of the people on
the continent refused to discuss immigra-
tion.” i

Mr. Preston went on to give the story
of the making of the contract. The parties
refused to enter into the contract unless
their names were kept secret. He reported
the whole matter to Lord Strathcona, who
was advised with all that was being done

refused to answer referred to the house
later on.

and who sanctioned and approved of the
contract.

TERRIBLE FIRES

IN WESTERN

’}
|
|
|

\

/

STATES: TOWNS WIPED OUT
AND MANY LIVES LOST

Marienette, Wis., May 18, 11 p. m.—The
best information obtainable at this hour
is that the forest fire which is sweeping
the county north of here, has reached Iron
county,nort of Dickinson. This makes four
counties which are suffering from fire. The
area 1s 200 miles squaie. The country swept
by the flimes varies from pine timber
land to barrens. Part is iron mining
country and the district includes immense
tracts of hardwood which have never been
touched by the axe. In the barrens set-
tlers have taken up their residences and 1.t
is for these that the greatest anxiety is
felt.”

Information received at Marienette is
that the village of Shaffer on the Metro-
politan branch of the Northwestern Rail-
road in Dickinson county, was wiped out.

Cliff Company. The village consisted of a
big mill and a couple of hotels, with ware-
houses and headquarters for the lumber
camps.

The village of Saunders, in Iron County,
a lumber town directly north of Florence
(Wis.), has also been swept by the flames.
Here, as at Shaffer, many may have met'
death. The town consists of a fow resi-
dences, four saloons, a couple of hotels and
a big sawmill,

Three Towns Destroyed.

Detroit, May 18—Fragmentary reports
have reached the Detroit News and Free
Press from Escanaba and Gladstone
(Mich.), stating that ~disasterous forest
fire is raging in the upper peninsula in the
neighborhood of the two cities mentioned.
It is reported that three towns have been
destroyed, that thirty square miles of ter-

No word has been received as to the loss
of life there, if any has occurred. Rhaffer
is a lumber town owned by the Cleveland

ritory have been devastated and that sev-
eral persons have been burned to death.
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