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THE SCOTT ACT AND LICENSE
LAWS
A very earnest and interesting . letter
from the Rev. Thomas Marshall will be
found in another column of this issue. The

veverend gentleman repests The Tele-
graph’s question: ‘Would citizens exchange
the mitustion in 8t. John for that in Scott
Aot towns? Apparently he believes they
would make the exchange, and would be
justified in doing ®o. As he has etudied
conditions here, and in téwns where the
Goott Act is “in force,” his opinion is
entitled to respect. He thinks St. John
hhmpcdﬁm"tomttheﬂntmnd'
\at Soott Act towns, and that ite “superior
m"wnotbepnndodattheu-
pense of communities having e prohibitory
'Jaw which does not prohibit.
. But this line of Teasoning is somewhat
aside from the main question, which must
'be, one wonld say, Would conditions here
uhnmﬁevyndgmmﬂmmﬁty,be
battcrormﬁmﬁhaym‘nowif(hc
'Jicense law were repealed and the Scott
(Aot substituted? 8t. John, not being with-
out sin, is not in a position to cast the
|firat atone; but the more important ques-
'tjon is as to whether the proposed change
make the city better or worse.
Rev. Mr. Marshall cites many diegraceful
incidents in St. John's record which are
traceable to the abuse of liquor. The in-
dictment is & fair one. But what does it
prove? Burely mot that these incidents
would not be repeated, if not maultiplied,
whould we have a prohibitory law and en-
force it no better tham it is enforced to-
day in other communities which have
made long trial of it and whose people
are quite as moral'and intelligent as our
own.,
Would the Scott Act be enforced in
St. John? With elaborate and expensive
machinery and an overwhelming public
sentiment behind it, it could be enforced
here, or anywhere clse. But would it be
enforced here as matters stand? Would
it not rather necessitate e great increasc
of the police force to deal with the ilicit
traffic, and would not the last state of
St. John bo worse than the first?. We
nust Tepeat that prohibition is one thing
and a prohibitory Jaw that is mot enforced
is quito another. The very evils mentioned
by Mr. Marehall as existing in St. John
today flourish even more extensively, in
proportion to population, in eeveral Scott
Act centres in New Bmmswick. Whether
this fact must be charged up against lax
public sentiment or against the Scott Act,
or in what proportion against each, are
questions for consideration.

Sach facts as we have, however, would
seom fairly to justify conservative men
in warning people against the assumption
that St. John under the Scott Act as we
meo it in other places would be any better
city to live in than it is today. Today, it
is true, there is room for improvement.
How that improvement is to be made is,
one ventures to think, as yet an apen
question. Those who, like the Rev. Mr.
Marshall, are trying carncstly to answer
this question are to be commended cven
while the plans they publicly propose
must be regarded ae fair subjects for re-
'view and discussion. That way progress
lios.

FINDING OUT
While the Japanese were demonstrating
anew the paramount importance of sea

power, and were giving the world an in-
example of effective naval

Britain, the lead-

spiring
gunnery, Great
‘ing naval power of the universe,
lhad as flagship of her China squad-
1r(m a vessel whose gunners ocould not
hit the broadside of a barn. llow many
of the British ships then in Chinese
waters were equally deficient does mot
'appear, but the practice retmns show
;1hn(. the flagship was ‘“one of the worst
gunnery vessels in the British navy,” and
it may be guessed that some of her sister
ships were little better. Curiously enough
the British have only now adopted the

and one hundred pound shells, has come
to he regarded as the best possible gport
—and all British blood is tinetured with
a love of sport. The example which Ad-
mirals Wilson, May, and Beresford have | €reatly
et is worth untold wealth to the people| °'® and make
of this Empire, for sea-power does not { of transactions in which the big companies
cpl'"int in the mere possession of ehips m-lh:wn engaged, to the undoing of many ot
of men, but in the delicate combination ! their officers and great scandal to the
of perfection in  mechanical equipment State.
ekill of officers and seamen, which mni These propose an immediate apecial act,
be reached only by long and patient train- turning out every director of mutual com-
ing.” panies and the election by policyholders of
It ia somewhat late in the day to he | entire new boards of trustees; a law giving
preaching doctrine of this sort, “which | to policyholders the right to vote by proxy,
naval men have taken for granted for|either personally or by mail; the cancella-
many years, but. it seems that the failure | tion of all proxies now in existence and
hitherto to promote the spirit of com- the Jimitation of the duration of a proxy
petition between ships and to publish the  to two monthe; prohibiting stockholders
results of target work has resulted in | from having control of both . stock com-
many vassels sinking to a low grade as panies and mutual companies, and from 1in-
respects gun efficiency. The London Daily | vestment in etocks. All companies ownng
Telegraph, in discussing the published re- stocks and bonds of the prohibited classes
turns and in commenting upon the are to dispose of them within five years
awakening of the admiralty to the value | and mo officer, director or trustee shall be
vof public competition, reminds the pub- | pecuniarily interested in any sale or loan
lic that a man-of-war which “cannot fire| except a loan om his own policy. New busi-
quicker and more accurately than any l ness i8 to be limited to $150,000,000 a year
,probable foe she is likely to mecet were ! and all companies must have standard poll-
much better laid up in a dockyard, for she | cies. Tolitical contributions are strietly
would be an embarrassment to any ad- | forbidden, and so are rebates, bonuses,
miral on the day of battle. The nation | prizes or rewards, while full pubhcity 18
will heartily support the authorities inlrequired in all departments.
insisting on the prime importance of gun-| A law is suggested forbidding the in-
nery in every warship flying the white | corporation of asscesment or co-operative
ensign, and they will rejoice to know | insurance companies, or the admission ot
that the three admirals to whose charge | such compaunies already formed to busi-
the battle squadrons in the Near Seaa"noas in the tate. The activities of all
are committed are well in line with the | legislative agents or counsels are to be put
official policy which the spokesman of the | under strict regulation and the payment
admiralty have enunciated again :md;of their services is to be made public 1n
again. * * * England’s fleet is still her | its several details. Deferred dividends a1
all in all, in spite of friend-|condemned and etrict economy ol admin-
ships and alliances and - courts of istration should be prescribed by law,
arbitration, and a good shot on|while it is proposed to give polieyholders
the day of battle may be worth an|the right to euc without an appeal to the
extra ship, since a single ‘inner’ from his | atporney-general. “Of all the reforms
twelve-inch gun may mean the end of | guggested by the committee, nothing, 1t 18
an enemy's ironclad.” believed, is more imperatively demanded
Practice with the big guns costs an im- than' that the companies should be com-
mense amount of money, but if the guns| pelled to exhibit the results of their man-
aro worth building the cxpenditure which | agement by annual accounting.” An in-
enables the crews to use them cffectively | teresting provision is that which calls tor
cannot safely be neglected. The surpris-|ghe continuation in force of policies atter
ing thing about the whole business is the | apse of premium so long as any eurrender
knowledge that had Britain become in- | value remains to apply to the payment of
volved in a naval war last year|,iemiums.
not a few of her ships in the Far| (onirary to previous statements, the
Fast must have made b disgraceful | oom mittee does not propoee a limitation of
showing so far as gunnery 1s concerned. salaries, and it does mot recommend that
"And if the Japanese war taught one les-| o Tegislature ehould undertake to reg-
son moro than another it L t:hg Prime | yjate the expenditure of insurance com-
na(?mni-ty'for accurate shooting with the panies. It cannot undertake the manage-
12-inch rifles. . ment of the business, but it holds that all
ealarics over $5,000 ehould be fixed by a
A JUDGE’S OPINION | board of directors, and not by any commit-
Judge Meagher of the Nova Scotia|tee, and an annual statement of the same
Supreme Court believes the leniency of | ghould be made to the superintendent ot

judges and jurics is promoting crime in|. G
I ‘. ’ . P i 8 i ‘mmn'wncc. Restrictions arc also placed
the sister province. If a New Brunswick

judge were to express the same opinion
there would be many to believe him. The
occasion for his statement was the fact
that when he was on the Sydney circuit
in 1892 there was but a single criminal
case in the entire district, while the other
day he was confronted by a docket of
twenty cases. Yet the county and stipen-
diary's courts now pass upon many cases
which formerly came before the Supreme
Court. Judge Meagher expressed the

Its recommendations, if incorporated in
"l(sgin\m.'mn, would throw around the busi-
| news a bady of. regulations, tending to
increase protection to poheyhold-
Jegally impossible the swecp

upon the commissions that may be paid to
agents. The new eafeguards that are pro-
posed may appear sweeping and radical,
but they have been suggested by abuses
aotually discovered during the investiga-
tion. .The limitation of the amount of
business that may be done in a single year
is likely to be challenged by the Legisla-
ture. It will strike not a few as outside
the constitutional power of that body, and
apparently opens the door to.an unprece-

opinion that increased prosperity was inldentmd interference with business activi-
" " lties. TIf the other recommendations are

some measure rvesponsible for the size of ’

the docket, but said that much of mc‘m«u]o Jaws and strictly enforced, the in-
Giime was owing to-tha fact that oﬁond-!cmﬂm of business will take care of itselt
ers received too much encouragement. without eerious menace to the policyhold-
“They first depended on the grand jury o

to throw out the bill. If they did mot|
escape in this way they next calculntod‘i THE MONCTON FIRE

on the leniency of the petty jury, or the| The fire of Satunday might in Moncton,
supposition that some petty jurymen| to which The Telegraph devotes much
would so far diregard his oath and there- | gpace this morning, will be a most serious
by Tl]ow the guil.ty to escape. ~EV°“ if| blow to that progressive and rapidly
oonv)ct.cd, a petition might be c’rc“la.‘('d‘grm\'ing city, but one, we are glad to
by which they might secure their escape.) (Jink, from which it will rapidly recover.
A petition would generally be presented | The financial loss is very heavy—perhaps
to some weak-minded clergyman, and then |y million dollars—but the effect upon
the community would follow. He regret-| Moncton will not be o scrious as if the
ted very mueb the leniency which the| property of individual business men to
community at Jarge showed toward crimi-| that amount had been destroyed. The
nals.” : government will, no doubt, push forward
Weak-minded clergymen are not so|the work of rebuilding with all possible
numerous in Nova Scotia as the judge im-| rapidity, and the coming of spring will
plies, but that mistaken leniency plays [ make it possible to replace all the burned
the large and unfortunate part he at-|structures, with much better ones in
tributes to it -there is much reason to be- | many cases, within a comparatively short
lieve. For some reason or other, or for | period.
many, some magistrates and some jul‘i(‘st Bad as the facts are they are less rerious
|

in these provinces are reluctant to enforee than was indicated by the first reports
the Jaw. Too often the punishment meted | which reached St. John on Saturday even-
out is trifling in comaprison with ﬂ,p“ ing, and which had it that the whole town
gravity of the offence charged and the | had been burned. It would appear that
maximum sentence fixed by law against | Moncton iteelf had a narrow escape, and

it. There is a large and growing class | it® authorities should investigate

plan of making public the results of target
practice by the navy. It would seem that
the poorest shooting Jast year was done
by ehips on foreign stations, while the
squadrons in the home seas and the Medi-
terrancan made an admirable showing,
justifying the report that the fighting ca-
pacity of these ships “has been practically
doubled as the xesult of consistent and
unwearying practice in gunnery.”  The
Channel and North Sea fleet, commanded
by Admiral Sir A. K. Wilson, occupying
the position of honor and, as many have
hinted, of danger, has the best target
vecord, and the flagship heads the list.
Ove of the gunners found the target at
three or four miles with nine ot of thir-
teen 124nch shells, and another scored
nine hits out of twelve rounds, The Chan
nel, Atlantie “and Mediterrancan  fleets,
judged by their “battle practice,”’ .were
{it to meet the best foreign gunners atleat,
' But there the good report ends. An

expert, nowriting of this matter, says)y

that on the other band “some of the

who will not be restrained by any con- the report that the water supply was
| gideration Lut the fear of severe punish- | wholly inadequate when firet the firemen

‘mvnt. That the undue leniency of which | began to work. The first lalf hour i

everything to the firemen, and if the sup-
of this class to lawlessness, and leads | Py Was poor and some hydrants out of
1 not | order, .they ocould not have had a fair

1 | il N :
| take were justice more strictly enforeed | chance to save the property. The flames

EJu.lgo Meagher speaks encourages persons

{ them to take risks which they woul

| by men on jury duty, scems to be clear| gocurcd a great start before an alarm was
| " i | given, or before effective apparatus was at
| enough. K i

|

|

'A CANADIAN INSURANCE INVESTI-
; GATION !
CASTRO'S BOMBAST

From Ottawa comes the interesting it
President Castro, who was a mule driver

work, and this too may be a proper sub-

ject for ivestigation.

!nut. unexpected announcement {hat l.hv‘

: | pefore he went into politice and made
| government will name a committee {o url‘ himsclf dictator, finds that bombast pays.

vestigate Canadian insurance companics. | The wonder iv, however, that his country-
{ The suggestion is made that this course 18| pen, gome of whom must have lucid in-

adopted rather to allay uncasiness among | {ervals, can put up with all of the little |

{ Jation, but it is large enough and it is

| fore they take up a job which might em-|
]hmi] them with one or more European
nations. Irance recently sent out war-
‘ships to &care or discipline Castro, but|
inot.hinvg has yet heen done, perhaps be-
| cause there is the Moroccan businees to
i think about. But the hesitation of France
’: has seemingly enabled Castro to persuade
his people that France is afraid to come|
within reach of his mighty arm. Soumh:|
America has produced many queer and |
bold adventurers, but Cipriano Castro, ex-|
mule driver, appears to be the king of |
them all. Numerous rods have been placed |
in pickle for him, but his back is eti]l(
without a scar. |

VOTE FOR YOURSELF
Speaking to a Y. M. C. A. meeting 1n

an active part in civic affairs. He used
this language:

“The feeling of men who say, ‘Let any-
one run the government and let me alone
! to attend to my businpss’ is the great fail-
ure-of this country,” eaid Mr. Capen. “Al-
though it is well known that the govern-
ment of Beston is one pf the best in the
country there are those of us who recog-
nize the possibility for improvement. No
man has a right to devote’all his time to
business and none to the government, 'Lhe
man who does so and prays ‘thy kingdom
come’ does mot utter a Ohristian prayer.
1t is our duty to know all about our aty
government and our schools, We ought
to have intelligent opinions on all ques-
tions.~ One night when a good man and a
saloonkeeper were fighting for the nomina-
tion in a caucus the saloonkeeper won and
by one vote. And, do you know while
that caucus was going on 150 men were
around the corner praying for temperance.
I have no use for the ‘goody-goody’ man |
who stays at home. The bad man you |
know and can face him. When caucuses |
and prayer meetings come the eame night |
you go to the caucus and let the women
! do the praying. A man who can’t go
around the corner and have his ballot
counted ought to be drummed out of the
city to the tunc of ‘The Rogue’s March."”

Mr. Capen will be called an extremist
by eome. But men who do not vote for
better civic conditions, who do mot protest
against incapacity and extravagance and
the like in civic conditioms, who are *'too

are hearing a great deal of plain talk about
theméelves today. ‘And mnot without
Teason.

ANOTHER CASE IN POINT

Canada has no very great criminal popu-

growing, and British judges who seek to

the subject ot representations to the Brit-
ish government from Ottawa. The Lon—f

don Camadian Gazette cites what it des-|
cribes as “another case of undesirable |
emigration to Canada under the auspices |
of a British judge,” quoting the following |
from the Daily Mail of February 12: |

|
“Qentral Criminal Court, before Judge
\Ramt,oul, K. 0.—William Frederick Jones,
alias De Vere ,aged twenty, and- George
Wilson, twenty-five, were indicted for ob-
taining jewellry by false pretences. Mers-
ages were received by telephone by
Messts. Blankensee, of Ely Place and Wol-
| verhampton; Messis. Baldock & Co., of
| Holborn Viaduct; and other wholesale
jowellers. They purported to come from
)M&srs. Vander and Medges, of Bond
| atreet, and asked that certain articles be
| sent on. In a number of cases the swindle
| was successful, but eventually Me:ere.
1]’.Ian1wmoc sent to Mesers, Vander and
| Hedges for a confirmatory message, and |
| discoviered that the telephone mersages
were rauds. |
“Jones’ mother, with tears in her eyes,
Iﬂ'p]hedk.\d to the judge on behali of her
son, saying, pathetically, ‘1 do want to!
! save him. Give him a chance,’
| “On the undemstanding that the young
man went to Canada, the judge bound him
{ over to come up for judgment if called
| uzron.”

! “Judge Rentoul,” the Canadian Gazette |
| gayw, “had no right to be an assenting
1~pnrty to any arrangement of the kind.
| Canada resents being made the recipient
| of tainted imimigration, and should be
llaumwrbed in this resentment by kKnglish
| judges and magistrates.”

} 1t is well to temper justice with mercy.
“Judzu Rentoul's willingness to héar the
imm.her'« plea and give her son another
| chance may have been commendable
! enough. But the man with an aliae, con-
! vioted in England, ehould be, given anoth-
{ er chance in England, not in Canada, One
| eriminal more or less, here or there, may
| make little difference. The instance re-
"ifm-rml to, however, is by no means soli-
| tary. Other judges have complacently
l\ assumed, and acted upon their assumption,
ii]\;\( (anada must take any criminal or
| weakling who, in their wisdom is not good
i enough for England but may do very well
1fnr “the Colonies.” It is about time the
;Rrjt}ish governmetit requested such judgoes
! to affect the virtue of discriminating com- |

{ mon ecnwe if they have it not.
|
| AMBITIOUS |

l Senator Hale, of Maine, has been dis-

| satisfied ever since he read that the Brit-|

g " e
ish had launched a warship equal to any,

| policyholdens than because there 18 a0y | man's - nonsenec. Mr. George Ade, who| other two, il not three afloat. This Brit-!

| good  reason to = suspect mismanagement,  pust have had his eye upon Castro for
| fraud or extravagance. If an Investig wome time, and who may yet make him
“,“\,” s to be undertaken at all the country immortal as the central figure in a comic
will take it for granted that 1t will be |
! thorough.  There may be few msurance proclamation from Caracas: Castro saye

| ish ship is to carry ten 12-inch guns, each
lnf which will throw a 730-pound sheli

opera, will do well to examine the latest | knots an hour. Now Senator Hale lhas
introduced a bill authorizing the appro-'

| would not sink or capsize if reached by
| mines or torpedoes would not be fast

| and ten million dollars would not go far

' the Japanese famine sufferers was not
}ﬁn, who wrote “The Mikado's Empire,”

ll{osmn Mr. Samuel B. Capen took occa-| ; i ;
L. r : {and who is thoroughly familiar with the | thousands more will follow under similar
gion to rebuke the men who do not take | gityation, writes to the New York Evening | 4rrangements.

» . !
busy” to play the part of good citizens, ,,unced his stirring intention “to proclaim

priation of ten million dobsrs to build
“non-sinkable, non-capzizable vessels, |
which will be self-preserving of the prop-|
erty value and lives of the men who nan |
the ships.” He proposes that the first|
of these shall be a cruiser of 24,000 tons, |
to make more than twenty knots, and to

be so protected that no enemy’s gun can
seriously injure it.

The ambitious senator is being told by sev-|
eral American editors that if, p(’l‘r'h.lnr.:",,
he knows hoy to build any such ship, he!

| - e |
| should keep the sceret for Unecle Sam in

order that other nations may not build
gome of the same type. The ship that

enough to be of much use for any pur-
pose other than coast or harbor defence; |
towards uilding any such craft as the
Maine senator has in mind. But that
the launching of the Dreadnought will set
naval inventors the world over at work
devising new marine monsters must be
expected. It will take them a long time
to catch up with the British.

JAPAN’S FAMINE |

Canada’s comtribution to the relief of

made too soon. Dr. William Elliott Grif-

Post appealing for aid for the stricken |
people of the Far East. He tells of many
Jetters he has received, from business mani
in Yokohama, and from miesionaries near
the famine district, dwelling upon the ne-
ceseity for immediate relief. “As one who
has seen and examined the famine cre-
mations,” he writes, “heaps of the bones
and ashes of many a gimilar calamity in
pre-telegraphic days—I[ write with vivid-
ness of mind which: the facts, figures and
even carnest appeals from men on the spot
cannot exceed. Let us help.”

The letters to which he refers come
from foreigners, not Japanese. The na-
tives, he reminds the world, do mot ery
out for help, but suffer in silence. The
Japanese government, the Post explains,
“hae instituted public works which em-
ploy the able bodied and ward oft star-
vation. Nevertheless the suffering is ex-
treme and will continue in the late sum-
mer. The famine region is a poor, cold
country in the morth part of the central
island, rich in brave men and the reerult-
ing ground of the superb second division
that made so gallant a record for energy
and valor in Manchuria. In the autumn
the government opened the forest reserves
freely for the people to gather nuts, acorns

and roots to mix with their scanty rations
of rice and army biecuits; but the snow

soon fell, preventing the obtaining of a
full supply.”

A GOOD SHOWING
That professional Canadian-in-England
Mr. Beckles Willson, who recently an-

from the housetops of Great Britain and
the treetops of Canada” his opinion that

| auspices, and the outlook for them is

Canada was filling up its land with the
criminal element of Southern Europe and !
neglecting to take care of the London
“loafers and unemployables,” has mot re-|
ceived much support from other Canadian® |

\

1 in England, or from Englishmen who know |
L., : - {Camda and Canadians. He is now re-
keop down |the prison population of the | minded by ome London journal that Can-
0Old Country by euggesting the emigration |ada’s immigration figures, with respect to
of prisoners to Canada might well be made | the races coming to this country, are

most satisfactory. In 1904, for example,
out of 812,000 persons entering the United

| States, only ten per cent were English-

speaking, and of these only four per cent
went to the agricultural states— ‘‘a dis-
position unfortunate for the U. S, and
only a vast population of 80,000,000 could
watch unconcerned so large an influx of

' Ttalians, Hebrews Russians, and Austrians

for absorption in an Engligh-epeaking na-
tionality,” as a reviewer says. The fact
ie that the Americans no longer regard
the influx from certain parts of Europe
without councern.

To Canada, in the same year, there came
130,331 immigrants, of whom 30,374 were
from the United Kingdom, while 45,229
came from the United States. Eighty per
cent were linglishepeaking, and of the

| remainder a large proportion came from

Seandinavia and Germany.

The Canadian Gazette epeaks of these
proportions as quite satisfactory from the
Canadian standpoint, as indeed they are.
It has a good word {o say of the people

' now being sent to Canada through the

generosity of Lord and Lady Strathcona,
Lord Rothschild and the Salvation Army.

' Of the Rothschild colonists just landed

here, the Gazette says in part:

“They go to definite homeos and work
already provided for them, and will meet
with none of the discomforts of immi-
grants who land in Canada before the
geason of farm operations has really open-
ed and before the well-devised govern-
ment machinery for immigrant reception
w in full working order. dhanks to the
prescience and jgenerosity of such friends
of Canada, and of the British unemploy-
ed, as Lord Rothechild and Lady Strath-
cona, and such bhenevolent and well-di-
rocted agencies as the Salvation Army,
this first Tottenham party will during
the months of March, April, and May be
sticceeded by many other parties of we-
Jected British workems who are fitted by
personal character and proved working

| capacity to enter the ranks of Canadian

| twenty miles.  She is to steam twenty i

citizonship. In_the case of Lord Rothe-
child's emigrants, and we hope of the
other aided emigrants of later parties;, the
movethent is not intended to be one of
charity alone. As the viear of ‘thenr ‘tot-
tenham parish pointed out to them at the

have work given to him immediately on
arrival in Canada, and all have dader-
taken to save money in order to pay off
the debis they have been forced to leave
in this country, and to support depencent
relatives, and also to repay the whole
cost of their emigration and so emable
the scheme to become an annual inetitu-
tion. Therc are instances in which tais
method has succceded, and others in which
it has failed in the past, and 1f the ex-
periments of this season prove eucceseful
there is no limit to the relief that may
thus be found for British unemployment
with great advantage to Canadian devealop-
ment.

“The immigrants eent to Canada through
the agencies we have named should be
aesured ‘of a hearty welcome in Canada.
They have, their vicar tells ue, been good
citizens here, only men of unblemushed
character have been chosen, and the lack
of remuncrative British employment alone
drives them overseas that they .nd ther
children may find in a new land the
chance denied them at home. Work, and
plenty of it, is before them, and nothing
can be done without that; but -vith it
comes a great opportunity of pepsonal
hetterment and freedom from the carking
care that degrades‘and harasses the lives
of many of the working classes in Great
Britain.” ‘

These men and women came under good |

promising. If they are willing to work
and are ready to learn they should find
the world going well with them before
very long. And if they meet the expecta-
tions of those who assisted them to come

NOTE AND COMMENT

St. John is going to have cheaper street
lighting. But what is to be done for
people who burn gase?

- »* *

Mr. Maxwell has seen the handwriting
on the wall, and looks for the overthrow
of the local government. But the chances
are he is only joking.

» - -

Monecton is to have bigger and better
railway ¢hops. By the time construction
is begun the town will begin to look back
upon the great fire of Sunday with some
complacency.

/- »*

Ald. Frink's work in eecuring a report
on the coet of lighting the city bids fair
to have good results. A eimilar estimate
with respect to gas, in which so many of
the people are interested, would be very
useful.

» - -

Railroade hereabouts are getting to be
high class investiments. At least Mr.
Emmeson says he knows of someone who
will pay $80,000,000 for the Intercolonial,
and there is an offer for the Central. The
names of the bidders in both cases would
make interesting reading. |

- * - l

Ontario might copy part of New Bnms-i
wick’s new forestry policy with prolit, '
thinks the Toronto News. It says: ‘K

One of the new forest regulations of the
province of New Brunewick is that here-
after lJumbermen must remove the tops
and branches of the trees cut down. This
brush,as it is usually called,. dries out very
quickly and is a menace to standing tim-
ber, because it i’ &o inflammable. Al-
though this regulation will cause the Jum-
ber gangs considerable work and a good
deal of annoyance, we imagine it cannot
fail to be valuable to the'province. At the
recent forestry convention, reference was |
made again and again to the great devas-
tation caused by forest fires, and it was
generally admitted that no rules dealing
with the prevention of euch calamitics
could be too stringent. The proposal of |

New Brunswick is one that might be con- |
sidered with advantage by the government |
of Ontario.

* » - R
Mr. Jerome, the New York district-at-
torney, has been asked repeatedly where
the $100,000 campaign fund for hm'reccn‘b\

election came from. Discussing the report |

that the Mutual Life supplied the money, !

the Brooklyn Eagle says:

It is inconceivable that in this condition
of affairs Mr. Jerome could have knowing-
ly accepted a contribution from the Mutual
Life to the expenses of the campaign he
was waging. The Eagle does mot beheve
that he did.” Tt does not believe that euch
is the meaning of Mr. Ivins’ mysterious
question. And if such is the real or con-
cealed meaning it believes that. Mr. Ivins
has been misinformed. But the statement
has been made. Mr. Jerome must make it
olear thai it is without basis. Mr. Jerome
was elected to a new term, not because he
was William Travers Jerome, but because
he was supposed to represent that inde-
pendence of malign influence over public
officials which the sense of the commumty
desived to exalt. Conscious of his own
rectitude he may regard the assertion as
unworthy of discussion. But he owes to
{he public a rigid maintenance of the
character which the publie believed was
his when it voted for him in such aston-
ishing numbers. That character cannot be
maintained by refusing to discuss or deny
an assertion, so damaging, if true, and
made so impressively as it has been made.
The matter cannot be left in the air.

Steamer Man’'s Clever ‘Work.

8. [, Gorbell, manager of the Seamen’s
Mission, acknowledges, with thanks, the
receipt of £3 0 11 from Captain J. W.
Stewart, through J. Webster, purser of
the ¢. P. R. steamer Tlaké Champlain.
The money was the proceeds of a concert
held on board on the passage to St. John.
The programme for the concert 1s illus-
‘trated with handsome «koetches by Mr.
Webster. In the centre are the colors
of the C. P. R. steamers, flanked on
cither side by Union Jacks and surmount-

The Speakin’ School \

(Boston Transcript.) - 5

I know sinco then the world has moved, but
take it as a rule,

Ther’ haint the doin's nowadays of the old
time speakin’ school.

I know they now have readers, scholars that
can come down fine

Into sunlight an’ to shadder, as they run
along the line.

But you give me the good old times, it only
for an hour

The tremblin’ lege. an’ faces flushed, an’
lungs that knew their power.

Nights when ye'd wear yer tother clo’hes,
an’ have yer piece by heart,

“New England’s Dead,”’ .‘‘Bozzaris,” or like
nuff a di’logue part.

I know we didn't mind our stops, but put
'em in good places;

Most generally at end o’ lines we'd stop to
mend our paces.

The night I spoke ‘‘John Gilpin,” I rode his
hoss to death,

An’ went clean back an’ took my scat afore
I got my breath.

In the afternoon the teacher'd say, “‘To-
night, boys, do yer best;

Throw out yer chin, fling far yer words, an’
on yer right foot rest.

Put yer eyes right on the back seats, ye
know old folks can’t hear;

An’ change ye¢r foot afore ye tire, an’ keep
yer story clear.”

All well enough advisin’, but he didn't
show us how— :

An’ boots a-creak, an’ hearts a-throb, help
make an’ awkward bow.

One night they come from Deestrick Nine,
with their big speakers tellin’

They'd clean us out in speakin' for the
nights we'd downed ’em spelin’.

Paul Jason in his cowhide boots, en’ Mark
Emastus Shirley,

Elihu Gibbs, an’ Silas Tibbs an’ little lame
Jack Curley.

They spoke fust—Paul an’ 'Rastus, an’ them
our Linus Leach. .

His long arms makin’' gestures, jest shouted
“Chatham’s Speech.”

At the ’plause the teacher lect'r'd, said that
stompin’ warnt fine.

An’ introduced our little friend, come up
from Deestrick Nine.

Put his own chair on the platform, his good
face all aglow;

I think I even sec him now, through lens
o' long ago.

I think it was his manly form that made
him soonest fall,

With his soldier scholars marchin’ made
*fore Port Hudson’s wall.

But of the night I'm tellin’, only now 1 sce
his smlle.

Jack hobblin’ up atwixt the lamps, along
the centre aisle.

He helped to seat the orator, an’ when the
silence feil,

Jack solemnly began his piece, ‘‘The Death
o’ Little Nell.”

He put such feelin’ in it, with his crutches
by his chair,

That han’'kerchiefs come out an’' tears went
fallin’ then an’ there.

We could see the child a-lyin’, we could
watch the little bed.

We could almost feel the silence, in the low
words—'‘She was dead.”

An’ though we'd never read the book, he
made it all so clear—

Woe for a stainless spirit gome, an’ an old
man waitin’ here.

Ah yes, 't was little Jack that night that
made us feel so much, ]

Jack Curley, lame but true o' heart, a small
boy on a crutch.

Jack’s gone his way—a little mound, a white
stone, an’ some words:

Grass with the daisies peepin’ through, an
overhead, the birds. :

The Speakin' School, too, has gone by; its
lights no more aglow,

Look out to greet the country boy, a-trudgin’
in the snow. 5,

Yot fires o’ lines that he knew then still
hold their pictures bright,

An' make that dear old school house room
a scene of’ lastin’ light.

JAMES RILEY.

MOVING MOUNTAIN

Wandering for Forty Years in Wales

(London Leader).

The idea of a mountain taking a stroll
sounds absurd, but neverthcless a tract of
Jand 300 yards in width, stretening across the
Sirhowy Valley, on the Monmouthshire side,
and taking in the Rhymney, Taff, Barrgoed,
and Merthyr valleys, has been taking a jaunt
for the last forty years.

Occasionally the wanderer has made &
spurt, and when it gets in a hurry like that
landslides are caused.

The movement is not accounted for by

| underground workings, but is attributed te

some geological formation, which causes the
hills to squeezd downwards towards the

| valleys. The pressure is felt more during

the winter than in the summer, and especi-
ally when there has been an exceptionally
heavy rainfall.

The runaway mountain has played some
strange pranks. It has tossed the railways
about until they looked like switchbacks,
and twisted a stone bridge into a figure 8.

It seems, too, to have a voraclous appetite.
Amongst other things it has swallowed is a
portion of a pack of hounds, and it has
drunk uP all the water from the banlks of
the district council at Troedyrhiwfuwch.

The Gelligaer council some time ago lost
a sewer. and it has not been seen since.

The Rhymney Rallway Company have
tried to buttress off the mountain from the
railway, but without success, and the rail-
way will probably be pusbed into the rlver.

Rare New Brunswick Stamp Sold

Now York, Feh. 24—The New York
Times says: The two rarest postage
stamps of Canada were sold last evening,
when the collection of Mr. Hiram K.
Deats, formerly president of the Amer-
can DPhilatelic Association, was disposed
of. .
One of these was the twelve-pence
black adhesive stamp of Canada having a
portrait of Queen Victoria and issued in
1852. It was eold for $102 to John A. Kle-
man. The other was the five cent Counell
stamp of New Brunswick. This is one ot
the most intercsting of stamps. Charles
Connell was the postmaster gnera] of New
Brunswick in 1860, and on May 15 he
issued this stamp, which bears his own
portrait, while the ten-cent stamp and the

respectively the portrait of Queen Vic-
toria and the Prince of Wales, now King
Bdward V1I. On account of the five cent
stamp being adorned with Connell's por-
trait, the governor disapproved of it and
ordered it to be destroyed. ‘A few of the
Connell stamps escaped destruction.

There were two specimens of this stamp
in the sale. One was an unused mended
copy, with a few of the perforations cut
close. It sold for $35. The other was-a
cancelled copy, in good codition. It fetched
$113.

CHANGE IN MANAGEMENT
OF NORTHWEST GRAINERIES

Ottawa, Yeb. 2%—(Special)—The dominion

ed by an imperial crown. Underneath
is a faney sketeh of *I'he man on th.c
bridge,” with his marine glasses to his
eve. On the left-hand margin is a spirited |
drawing of a Jady on horseback. On the,
right hand margn the ' Twmlv  ‘and her{
horse appear again. This time, however,

government will no longer continue to man-
age creameries in the Northwest. At a
meecting of creamery representatives, called
for the purpose, at Edmonton, J. A. Rud-
dick, dairy commissioner, formally handed
back to the association the management of
the creamerles in Alberta.

The delegates unanimously adopted a reso-
jution asking the provincial government to

the animal has thrown his rider, who
sits on the ground watching him  canter |

i

farewell gathering, each grown pemson will

take up the work. The premier and the min-
jster of agriculture, who were present,
promptly accepted the responsibility, and

off into the middle distance. e work | the work will hencetorth be carried on under
is highly artistic. | provincial auspices.

Always safe, pleasant and effectual

The Baird Company’s

will give rest and comfort to

promptly relieved: At

Bronchial end

——— e

asthmatic coughs are

all dealeTs in medigfie. TrE Bairp Co., LrD., Proprietors.
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