LESS WORK IN
UNITED STATES

Fall for December is About
Eight and One-Half
“Per Cent.

FARM PRODUCTS
SHOW LARGEST LOSS

Contract Prices, However,
Are Alleged to be Sticking
at Old Figures.

Washington, Jan. 2—Further decline
iu prices coupled with increased un-
vmployment accompanied continued
progress in business re-adjustment in
the United States during December,
according to the monthly review of
general business and financial condi
tions issued tonight by the federal
reserve board.

The pr.ce ecline during the montu
was placed at 8 12 per cent. by the
board, which added the observation
that the decrease in prices was main-
¥y confined to commodities which had
shown a decline previously rather
than an extension of price cutting to
other industries.
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D. J. DICKSON IS

and Shipping Firm.

six momnths,

especially among shipping and rail
way men with whop he had business
relations during a career of 45 years.

The late Mr. Dickson was born at
Pointe Fortune, Que., and came hers
45 years ago, joining the firm of
James Wilson and Compapy, Limited,
railway and steamehip supplies. At
the time of his death he was sacre-
tary-treasurer of the company.
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DEAD AT MONTREAL

For Forty-Five Years He Was
Associated With Railway

Montreal, Jan. 2—in the death of
D. J. Dickson at the age of 83 years,
which occur#ed New
Year's morning, there passed away a
well-known Montreal business man,
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MAJOR P. A. CURRY

Major P. A. Curry, general manager
White Star-Dominion Line in Mont-
real, was fr three yeans, previous
to assuming his present duties in
Morrtreal a year ago, director of em-
barkation for the British Ministry of
Shipping at New York. He was form-
eriy with the White Star Line in
Southampton, England, and on the

Buck Light Infantry regiment; in 1915
e was wounded at Ypres and soon
afterwards discharged frem the army
and sent to New York. or his services'
with the Ministry of Shipping, Major
Curry was awarded the Distinguished
Service Medal by direction of Presi-

INCOME TAX TO GET
MONEY FOR SCHOOLS

(Copyright, 1920, by Public Ledger.)
Pekin, Jan. 2.—The ministry of edu-
cation's plans for financing national
education through income tax pro-
ceeds yesterday was approved by the
cabinet. Seventy per cent of the new
tax is to be devoted ¢o educational|
puwposes, the remaining 30 per cent
to be used for industrial enterprises.
The petition of thewministry of edu-
cation for an investigation into the
Chiinese government-owned shares m
the Russo-Asiatic Bank, on the ground
that such shares were originally de-
signed as an endowment for -educa-
tion, was granted,
e I

WORRIED OVER
MESOPOTAMIA

Reported That British Are
Using it as Secret
Base.

By CAwL W. ACKERMAN.
“(Copyright, 1920, by Public Ledger.)
London, Jan. 2.—The activities of
the British war office in Mesopotamia
are today giving rise to serious re-
porte in diplomatic circles in both Lon-
don and Paris. It is stated as a facly
aithough it cannot be substantiated or
denied officially that the British war
office is using Mesopotamiaas as a sec-
re: base for intensive experiments
with airpianes, aerial torpedoes and
poison gas bombs in preparation for
the next great war.

I heard this report first about two
weeks ago amd began td make inquir-
fes. My informant was a responsible
official of a foreign government temp-
owarily in London. While in Geneva
attending the first meetings of the
League of Nations assemBly 1 heard
reports about military experiments in
Mesopotamia, but they were not in a
form to be reported because everything
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India Votes Boycott
of Duke of Connaught’s
Visit To That Empire

Kastport, Jan. 2—William Nicholas,
aged about 35 years, married, and a
member of the frontier tribe of Pas-
samaquoddy Indians, was , instantly
killed a few days ago, when struck by
the cowcatcher on from¢ of a Maine
Central train passing out of Eastport.

Nicholes had been at the Canadian

time past and reached Eastport during
the afternoon with a compamion, but
after arriving here was about the city
alone and started to walk to the reser-
vation along the track. He had made
the dangerous wafk across two of the
bridges and evidently had been over-
come and lay down in the smow on
the railroad track within haelf a mile
of his Indian home and fell asleep.
The passenger train soon reached
that section and the sleeping Indian
was not seen by the fireman in the
cab untl within, a few feet of the
doomed man. Nicholas was well
well known in Eastport jand was a
musician of note among the tribe, He
was a veteran of the War ha
gerved in the Canadian army and ea
service in France with his regiment.
v E w—

Deluge of Tears.

:eign governments were permitted to
! enter Mesopotamija, so that it was im-

surrounding the activities of the Brit-
ish in Mesopotamia was vagune. No
foreigners were allowed outside  Bag-
dad and no official observers of for-

possible to obtain information from
any travelers or officials.

Bears on Two Questions.

1 shall report the story today with
all the facts which have come into my
ion for two r ; one is that
it the report is authentic then this
may be one of the reasoms why the
American Government, particularly
our Navy Department, is following the
pelicy of building a large navy and
making ex‘tensive preparations for an-
other world confict; the other reason
is that if the report is not true, then
the question arises. Why the British
Gevernment has refused the request of
the American Government to send ab-
servers into Mesopotamia, and  why
the British authorities in Mesopotamia
hawve refused permission to representa-
tives of American oil interests to vis-
it the oil fields of that country?
Whatever the outcome of the publi-
cation of vhase alleged military experi-
ments of the British in Mesopotamia
may be, this fact remains, that the
mystery of Mesopotamia is today em:
gaging the serious attention of moye
than one foreign government, for as
far as is known today. Mesopotamia 1s
the only spot in the British
which is senled to all foreign observ-

ation.
Started in Summer. 7
The myatery of Mesopotamia first

.engaged the attention of the diplo-
matic world during the summer when

[PARRSBORO EXPORTS

FOR THE YEAR 1920
SHOW BIG INCREASE

ipbuilding - Declines;~ Only
2,651 Tons, Being Launch-
ed—10,704 Last Year.

S ——
Special to The Standard.
Parrsboro, N. S, Jan, 5.—The ship-
ments of deals and scantling from
Parrsboro to the United Kingdom this
year totalled a little over fomrteen
and a haif million superficial féet.~In
add;lionwthisonemgootemm
nore than three milljon feet was ship-
ped to France. This was pant of a
purchase made by the French Gov-
ernment before the close of the war.
The shupments to the United King-
Gem would have been much larger it
it had not been for the drop im prices
in the British markets. The cut last
winter was unusually large, and a
large quantity had been carried over
from last year.

The spruce, hemlock and hardwood
luinber exported to the United States
aggregated almost nine million feet.
The exports in 1919 amounted to a
little dess than four million feet. The
large increuse this year is somewhat
remarkable, for the year of a presi
cential election is proverbially a poor
year for the bailding trade. Prob-
ably increased tramsportation facili-
tiee had something to do with 1t.
There were 18,289 pieces of piling ex-
ported, or 742 pieces more than 1919,
but the export of laths showed a
marked decrease—the figures being
4,201,800 against 7,379,100 last year.
The shipments by rail to various
panrts of the Dominion are estimated
at balf a million feet.

Five tern scnooners and one four
master, aggregating 2,66} net toms,
were registered this year. A small
tug was also launched, but added very
little to the net tonmage. This is a
poor showing compared with the 26
vessels of 10,704 net tons, registered
lust year. That fleet Iincluded six
fouranasted schooners and sixteem
terns. But the big falling off is not
the warst of it, for it practically
means the end of wooden shipbuild-
ing on this shore. With the excep
tion of a sea-going tug now partly
built and to be launched next spring,
it looks as if shipbuflding was dead
here beyond the hope of another re-
vival,

mobiles were being sent to “Mespot,”
as Mesopotamia is called by the pub-
lic. But it now develops that instead
of cars being sent there, airplanes
were shipped. A further assumption
was that all the war material sent to
Mesopotamia was for use in subduing
the Arabs. Still the public, and par-
ticularly the British press, could not
understand why it was costing the
British govergent nearly <£100,000,
000 (normallylabout $500,000,000) an-
nually to pagify Mesopotamia. Al
though there Were frequent debates in
both houses of Parliament, the war de-
partment never explained why the
Mesopotamia expedition was so cost-
ly.

When the American state depart-
ment, however, questioned the secret
oil agreement between France and
England made at San Remo, there
were other reasons which actuated
the government and it is not unlikely
‘that the British military experiments
were as much in the mind of Secre-
tary Colby as the oil agreement.
Although mo reference was made
publicly to war preparations there, the
charges which have arisen and which
the British have not denied, are that
te war office has been concentrating
a large number of staff officers, air ex-
perts and experts in chemical warfare
in Mesopotamia and that these offi-
cers, with ‘a vast amount of equip-
ment, have been experimenting on a
large scale with gas bombs and man-
euvering with aeroplanes. For such
experiments, Mesopotamia is an excel-
lent location because it is one spot ‘n
the world where such experiments
could be conducted with absolute sec-

100 Residents  of Indiana
Town Put on a Budkshot
Barrage.

ENTIRE GANG OF
ROBBERS WERE TAKEN

Gangsters Found Bullets Fly-
ing Too Thickly — Three
Were Trapped in Back Lane

Chicago, Jan. 2—One hundred resi-
dents of Culver, Ind, armed with ri-
fles, shotguns and revolvers, fought a
running battle through the streets of
the town for nearly half an hour, with
five bandits who had held ap the State
Exchange bank and robbed it of be-
tween $1,500 and $3,000. Two of the
purswers were wounded, one severely,
in the fight, which ended in the cap-
ture of all five men and the recovery
of the money.

The robbers drove to the town in
two touring cars, one of which they
beft in a woods at the edge of the
town. The five entered the other car
and drove up in front of the bank
shortly after 1 o'clock. Inside were
William Osborn, the cashier, Cark
Adams, assistant cashier, Irene Bog-
arndus, Miss Esther Stahl, a clerk, and
William O’Connor, a business man.

Orders Hands Up.

Two of the gunmen entered the
bank and ordered Osborn and the oth-
ers to hold up their hands. The bank
employees and O'Connor were ondered
to back into a room at the rear, where
the two stood ‘guard a8 a third robber
entered the bank and began rifling the
cash drawers. He stuffed the money
into his pockets as he went along to-
ward the safe, which stood openm, al-
lowing free access to $20,000 in notes
inside.

By this time the suspicions of a
number of regidents had been arous-
ed by the appearance of the car in
frent of the bank. A man who peer
ed through the bank windows hur.
ried away shouting, “it's a holdaup!” .
One of~the two robbers who re-
mained in the car leaped out with a
drawn revolver. He prodded the man
ia the stomach with his gun, and ord-
ered him to back into a butcher shop
next door to the bank, in which thers
were four other persons. Then he ord-
ered all five into the refrigerator and
locked the door.

Buckshot ‘Barrage.

By this time several other resi-
dents had taken up the cry. A tele-
phone girl blew a fire whistle and
spread the alarm by phone. By the
time the robber emerged from the
butcher shop bullets began to fly in
the direction of the car. The robber
reached the car and both he and the
driver began answering the fire, which
came from doorways and windows
along the street.

Russe]l Sain, a hardware merch-
ant. fell to the sidewalk with a bullet
in his neck. Jerome Sheial, a farmer
was shot in the hip. - The robber who
was pocketing the loot in the bank had
just reached the safe when the firing
began.

“Well, let's go,” said one of the
rokbers.

The three were slowly backing to-
wanrd the door when the driver of
the car sped away. Several farmers
had opened up with shotguns and the
rein of buckshot was becoming too hot
for him. He had received a slight
flesh wound in the hand.

The three in the bank, trapped, hes-
itated ¢o rush through the buckshot
barrage.

“Show us another way out of this

(Copyright, 1920, by Cross-Atiantic.)
By WILLIAM G. BUTLER.
London, Jan. 2—The Franco-British

Muw
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‘{ tions has been

of elections. The dec
material alteration in

Jof the Chamber of D

the number of Venizelists.

his condition is
worrying much over the
point on his return to power.

dirlomatic world is much interested
in the French visit of King George in
January, It is intended to make this
the oocasion of an imposing demon-
suation of France’s cordiality to-
‘wards a British understanding’
High circles here attach consider:
abie significance to the visit as bear
dng on the future relations of the two

stated the King will visit Ver.
dun at his own suggestion. This ap-
peals i to the imag\nation
of the French, who regard the region
as aymbolical of the heroic effort of
the French army during the war. The
King's stop in Paris, itself, will be

Dince, and be damned quick about it,”
said the leader to Osborn, “We won't
hurt you or any of your people. We
woulin't harm a hair of your head, but
we've got 10 get out, and you had bet-
ter help us.”

Osborn led the way through a trap
door to the cellar, and pointed to an
exit at the rear.

The three leaped through it and
darted down an alley, The posse was
Soon at their heels and bullets sped
over and around them as they ran.
One robber was found under a brush-
pile. The other two gave themselves
up. A
In the meantime automobfiles had
taken up the pursuit of the robber car,
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One of the men left the machine a
mile out of town, leaving the wounded
driver to continue alome. The driver,
Joseph Bowers, was captured an hour
later at his home at Knox, Indiana,
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recy so long as the government pro-
habited foreigners from visiting that
country durimg the British occupation.
That there have been military activ-
ities with airplanes and poison gas is
substantiated by the fact that wuntil
very recently the War Department has
been sending only officers experienced
in these foryns of warfare to Mesopo-
tamia. Last week was the first week
in 'which the war office is known to
have cancelled orders already issued
to certain officers in London to pro-
ceed to that country. This latest ac-
tior. of the war office has given rise to
a further -$port that the military ex-
perments in Mesopotamia are about
enaed and that at a future date Meso-
potamia may again be opened to the
outside world. But meanwhile Meso-
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When the Queen Pours Tea
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I8 I8 possible for them to do
their afterneons free of pub

ce a

Queen Mary, in the winter seasc
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Exercise Rigid Economy.
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ticadly throughout the war, he ha
meed to order clothes since he re
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