POLITICAL PICNT

Great Liberal - Conservative
Demonstration in ‘Blair_'s
Constituency.

The Farmers Turn Out in Forcs to
Hear the Speakers of the Day.

spmhu b’ Hon— Mr. FQ‘!“' b D. m,
Geo. W. Fowler, Mr. Hetherington, Mr.
Woods—Sir Charles Tupper's Nnmo
Clmnd.

COLES ISLAND, Queens Co., Sept.
7.—On this golden September day, in
Hon. A. G. Blair's constituency, and
in a parish that never till last year
gave a oconServative méajority in an
election, fully ‘two thousand people
met to listen and cheer the speeches
" of liberal conservative orators.

The significance of the large assem-
;' m mﬁhﬁt apparent wh@n it

on Washndsmoak Lake. Only a few
of those in attendance walked to the
rlace -of meeting. The farmers and
their wives and sons .and _ daughters
came from all directions in. carriages,
leaving their harvest fields, bringing
luncheon with them, and devoting the
day to neighborly intercourse and po-
_litical discussion.. ‘The steamer Aber-
deen arrived at noon from Upper Jem-
seg, Gagetown, Hampstead, Wickham
and intermediate points.. She was
crowded so much that some whe were

waiting along her route had to be,

left behind. All along the road near
the picnic ground,.and in the adja-
cent farmyards were numberless car-
riagés, and under the trees every-
where at noon were groups of people
taking luncheon and waiting for the
hour when the speeches would begin.
There was a large refreshment booth
on the grounds, and-it, too, was lb-
erally patronized. Not a drop of in-
toxicating liquor was to be seen, It
was a gathering of sturdy, intelligent
fermer-folk, who wanted to hear the
affairs of the country discussed from
the liberal & conservative = standpoint.
Many had driven very many miles to
be present, and the enthusiasm mani-
fested was ample evidence as to where
their ;sympathies lay. A gentleman
who attended both declarad that in
numbers and enthusiasm this meeting,
away up in the upper end of the coun-
ty, ssurpassed the Edward Blake pic-
nic at Gagetown »ome yvears ago. Be-
sides the Queens county peopls. there
were some, who drove through from
points in' Kings—as from Springfield,
Bloomfield and Havelock. Of course
there were some lberais present. 1If
they were as good lib2rals when  they
left 88 ‘'when they came their case is
almost hooeless,

The plonic was held under the aus-
. pices of thé iiberal conservative. as-
- soclation q&ﬂm parish of .Johnston,

i putdt may fairly be said to have beeh |

H. B. Hetherington’s picnic, for that
tirpless worker looked after.the ars
rangements and devoted his time and
energy to its success; It was at first
proposed merely to arrarge for an ad-
dress by Hon. Mr.  Foster, but as
there was no hall in the parish large
enough it was decided to have = the
mesting out of doors. 'When the mat-
ter was talked of there was so general
an interest manifested that the scope’
of the affair was enlarged and ar-
rargements made for other speakers

and for the steamer Aberdeen to come

up from the lower end of ‘the county.
That steamer was not nearly large
encugh.  There were no games Or
‘amusements. It was a political plcnlc'.
‘pure and simple.

A few among those present trom
verious: parts of Queens county were:

Petaravile—P. Lingley, W. B. Fowler
and others. -

Gagetown—W.  H. Belyea, H. De-
Vebar, Jos. Allmgha.m D H Fergu-
son, B. 8. Babbitt, Wm. Hamilton, C,
L. Scott, Jos. McAHister, sr., Jos. Mc-

Allister, jr., G. A. Williams, F. Dingee, hbeing made to ‘grease the ‘machine,” .

Geo. Dingee, Fred Porter, M. Cooper,.
‘Wm. ' Brooks, Wm.  Cooper; {has.
Brooks,: Job Cooper; Jas. Reid, Fred
Corey, Geo. Weston, D. L. Mitchell,
John Law, B.' McDermitt,! .Chas.
Gaunce, . R.. Gaunce, A, .Gaunce and
cthers. i

Cambridge—Bia. Camp,; Geo. Robin-
< son,; Thos. Dykeman, Thomas Gale,
Geo.’ Gale, John Robinson, Jas., Mc-
Clarey, Wm. Sharp, Jas. Reeice, 'Wm.
. Clark, Dawvid Vale, Abner Sharp, A.
Camp, M. Jones, D. Fowler,
Con. Keast, B. McCutcheon, Isaac Pal~
lee, A, Orchard, Henry Dykeman, Chas,
Pobinson, Bert Dykeman, Geo. Nevers,
Chester Dean, E. G. Dykeman, Whit-
field Nevers, Jacob Carpenter, Arch.
Carpanter, H. Dewire, and others.

Hampstead—A. Slipp, .A. H.  Slipp,

Hamm, and others. Sl

‘Wickham—Dr. ‘McDonald,  Robert
Akerly, J. 8haw, D. C. Case, B. Aker-
1y, and otherw.

Waterboro—Robert . ' Holmes, Dr:
Barle; Thos. Holmes, Chester Eiliott,
Chas. Tower, Arthur Wiggins, Jas. B.
Wiggins, Arthur Louds, ‘Thos. Gale,
‘Wm, Louis, A. H. Clay, Oscar Louis, B.
C. Lockett, Jas. R. Wiggins, W. Ken-|
nedy, W. Kenned;r % *And‘rew Entiott,
Ed. Biliott, and others..

Johaston—S. M. etq,rkpz,A. ;;. Wor- |
den, David Hamilton, € H. Ak
“William. H. Pearson, W.,
James H. F. Wanrd,. J,‘,'
C. B. Parker, A. West, Ro
William H: Sleep,, ’iﬁwmm :

‘James: Wacent, Daaiel Shrw

Jeffrey, Peter McOutcheon.Iohn Jon-.
j* and| have opressed the bridge “charges

Kelrlteod and obheu.
fleld, H. H. Cochrane and James Ryan;
from Keiretead sountain, Jacob 1.

-clogely.

s

- Tup, lmu Keirstead, H. W.
‘Weldon Bunnell, McCoy, and others;
from Millstream, C. W. Weyman, Thos. .
McFarlane. Rev. 1. N, Thorne og«AliL
bert county was present.

No speaker could ask a more intelli-
.gent and:representative audience, . and
the number of persons preeent exoeed-
cd alll expectations. £y

Hon. Geo. E. Foster dmve t.h;_-ough
with Lt. Col. Campbell and Geo. B.
Jones of Apohaqui im the morning.
\Geo. W. Fowler drove through from
Sussex. J. D. Hazen, M. P. P., and R.
D. Wilmot, ex-M. -P,, ‘went through by
the 1. C. R. and Central rallways.

. The day wase very fine except for
a high wind, and in the field where
the speeches were made an: effectual
shelter was secured by a curved wall
¢f standing boards on the windward
side. Plank seats were placed for a
thousand people, but as many more
reclined on''the grass .or':stood about

the platform occupied by the speakers.

THE 8P

At the request of the Johnston par-
ish essociation, R.' D. Wilmot, ‘ex-M.
P,, of Sunbury, took the chair at two
P.. m. Three cheers and a tiger were
given for Hon. Mr. Foster when the
chairman and speakers mounted the
x:la.ttorm
+ Mr. Wilmot, in a.rew openmg ob-
le to meet ‘on oeesdm ‘of

&ind.  The liberal government at Ot-

tawa had now been on trial three
years and it was well to meet and
discuss their record. He. was _sur-
prised and gratified to see such a very
large assemblage, and congratulated
Mr. Hetherington on the resuit of his
efforts.

H. B. Hetherington was introduced
as the first speaker, and was heartily
applauded. He said the picnic was not
the result of any one man’s efforts,
but of the determination of the intel-
ligent people of Queens to hear the
catse of good government discussed
by leading Canadian _statesmen.
(Cheers.) The iiberals, when they
held a political picnic in Queens, show-
ed their wisdom ‘- by bringing their
audience with them—(laughter); but
this 'was a Queens county audience,
met to hear the man to whom all eyes
were turning for relief from the veto
‘put’ upon prohibition by a liberal gov-
ernment at the call of the province of
Quebec. (Cheers.) He was not going
to attack the liberal party, for there
was no liberal party left. As well
think of a Baptist without immersion
28 of a liberal without free - trade.
—(laughter)—and where were the'free
traders 7 If there were any they were
keeping very suspicious company —
Tarte and Blair. (Renewed laughter.)
Discussing grit methods, Mr. Hether-
irgton charged that we now have
Tammany rulé in Canada. They had
it in Queens county —where laws
could be violated by men who ' sup-
rorted Farris and Carpenter, but de-
tectives are brought from St. John to
hunt down men who supported Woods
and Hetherington. The laws are used

as a bribe to influence electors, as |

wben under the stumpage law the
threat of a. strict survey was . held
_over the heads of men at the  last:
election. ' It was the same with the
game laws on Canaan ' river,  which

~could be: violated with impunity Byt
‘Farris anu Carpenter men, bu not | the gener.

by ‘others.. Other instances were given,.
and then, tum{ng‘ to a wider fleld,
Mr. Hetherington asked who it iwas
that got the spscial privileges in' ‘the
Yukon ?—the  friends of Major Walsh
ond of the ,governmen,t
seme in provincial affairs.
minion and provincial and municipal
machine was all one, and they :must
smash it all, and begin at the coun-
cil board.
‘A voice—We intend to do it.

Mr, Hetherington—Well, we'll try
(Loud cheers.) Proceeding, he took

upr municipal affairs in’ Queens, and '
.showed that under grit rule the ¢ex-

renditure had. increased from $1,697.22
.in 1887 to &2.68! 04 in 1898, which with
| Mr. Babbitt’s extra $50, made an in-
.crease of over $1,
next showed that the sheriff’s office
cost last year #363. ‘comrared with an
a.verase “of $187 in the three preceding
r After further effectively show-
ng up the results of machine rule in
_county affairs, the extra exp!nd!ture;

uilr. Hetherington deciued that the
coming municipal fight in Johnston:
purish would  be on straight ' party
lines.

A volce—In Ca.mrbridg‘e. ‘too.

Mr. Hetherington said it had been:

stated that  the. King Lumber Co.
would put $500 into Johnston to carry
the election. :
learned it last winter, these gentlemen
would soon learn that the liberal con-
servatives of Johnston were a flghting
party, not controlled by any man, and
not for sale. (Cheers.) Mr. Hether-
ington eloguently expressed his.thanks
for the support given himeself and Mr.
Woods last winter.

In Introducing II. W. Woods, the
chairman paid a warm personal trlbute
to that gentleman.

Mr. Wou ‘who was given d fine re~ |

| ‘Geption, $poke very briefly.  He wished,

he said, to give them a full opportun-
ity to hear the addresses of the visit-
ing speakers. He wished, however, on |
this occasion to join Mr. Hetherington

in hearty thanks for the support given '

théem by the people in the last cam-
paign.

"Geo. W. Fowler, ex-M. P. P., was'
cheered for himself, and cheered asa.in
when after a few gracetul and bumor~
cus opening remarks he diluded ‘to Sir
Charles Tupper, as the greatest lving .
Canadian. ' His gmph.ic statement
what Canada owes to Sir John Mac-.
. donald and Sir Charles 'mpper was
reeelved with expressions gt ‘hearty

B '.‘mnt. All’udlng to Kr Hglen the
= aea.ket 8ald he had watched thtpt gen- |
V. man’s career in the legislature, and
£ ﬁaﬁ nouung but commendation for his
1 course ‘except in one particu!ﬁr He

fad felt that Mr. Huenﬂ lhould

to @ finish Iast session, and would be
glad if.today Mr. Hazen would discuse

that matter. Local politics, Mr, Fowler

observed, were >f the deepest intereqt
to us, bicause they  touched ue so
Mr, Hetherington had shown
them how. public spathy in municipal
nﬂa.lrs resulted in_increased expendi-
‘tura, The like was true in provincial
‘affairs, qu provincial revenue was
y. stationary, the chief sources "
a;umww subsidy ‘and tercitorial
revenue. It did not vary mueh, TIf’
expenditure continued to increase in .
any business, while the income éid not,

It was the |
The do-

060 in ‘taxes.' He |

If, he said, they had not

From hln expeﬂencg in the legislature
‘he-:was satisfied that a.saving could
be effected in many denhﬂmentx. He
would especially refer to the educa-
tional ' department, which med
about one-third of ‘the :annual dneome,
and was administered by one.individ-
wal, practically without audit. The
expenditure had increased 3304)00 be~
tween 1890 and 1893, ind was. $200,000
greater under the present ohief super-
intendent than in the same number of
years. previous to his ' incumrbency.
‘Was there any greater effieiency?

A .voice—Nos”

Mr, Fowler said that over one-third
of the school distriots were poor dis-
tricts, and he charged that it was
largely due to Incapacity in admlnia-
tration, cut up districts and mak-
ing two poor ones take the place of one
efficient . school. Mr. Fowler argund
that too. many branches were taught
in the schools. He believed in' the
-higher education, but not at the public
.expense, Lay broad foundations only
in the public schools. THe whole sys-
tém should be revised. ' The University
of New Brunswick should add agricul-
ture, to ihe exclusion of scme' other
_branches. Let them ‘teach the B: A.|
course J¢ they wm but add as'rlem-

adnpeea

e must have the young men inst?
ed In the best modern methods of
culture. As to the normal school, there
ghould be no academic instruction given
in it—only professional. If the public
schools cannot provide the ofher, there
must :be something radically - wrong
with them. Mr. Fowler argued that if
the-school system were revised a great
saving could be effected, and by teach-
ing the rudiments of agriculture in the
public schools and adding that branch
to the university curriculum, the istter
\vould becomie what it should be, the
keystone of the educational arch.

At the political picnic at Coles Is-
‘land on Thursday afternoon, of which
a pariial report appeared in - Satur-
day's Suin, J. D. Hazen, M. P.'P., .was
greeted with great applause.  ;o@

Mr. Hazen, after referring to ..the
pleasure it afforded him to. see . so
many presant on this occasion, . ’aid,
they would all be.sorry that Dr. Stock-
ton was unable owing to busjness in
the court at St. John, to be present,
Dr. Btockton had asked the speaker
to express' his régret, and to assure
them that he was heart and soul With
the 'libeéral cons:rvative party in''re-
gard to both provincial and federal
affairs. It had been said that there
was no life in the party, but if the
editor of the Telegraph and others
who appear to hold that view. were
Tresont they would see that thete is
sume fight in the old party yet. This
was not an imported audience, but one
of Queens county. farmers gathered
together to show their interest in the
political questions of the day, ° He
" had been in the county in the inter-
! ests of Mr, Wilmot in 1896, and could
gay that in no part of the dominion
iwu there a more united, intelligent
and patriotic party than the. liberal
i conservatives of Queens.: They were
rot cast down or dismauyed by th de-
| feat of 196, and were the first in Can-
ada to. gi&q,d). note of deflance, terr

3 eleetion. In the ¥ ro- |
Pmcla.l eléction Messrs. Hetherington:
! and Woods, both young men, went
I against the old campaigners, Farris
“and Carpenter, and agairst the power
~of two governments and ‘every corrupt’
‘means, and were within 128 votes ' of
wirning, This was a splendid record.
i (Cheers).  In that election the honest
sentiment. of the people was against
the government. The opposition as it
was igot 46 per cent of the total "vote
cast.. A change of 600 or 700 yotes dis-
tributed through, the . constituencies
! would have defeated the. government.
«Ihe ‘defeat of the apposition was due
to the most wholesale bribery “ and
corruption ever seen in New Bruns-
wick ©r Canada, Besides money. there
i wassthe intimidation of office. holders,
promises of office, federal and 'pro-
vincial, promises to build railways,
“and. '’ buy  railways, and } in-
ducements  to firms out. ' of« ithe
province and to the lumber lords to

contribute: to the Zands.

The battle 18 over now and we‘ can
see a'little of the cost. : Premier Em-
merson at the Baptist convention had
said: “it is no use for a man #tétrv
to run an eléction in this province
without five or ten thousand dollars
in his pocket to buy the electors.” Mr.
Hazen said he had written to , the
editor of the paper publishing the
above, asking if it were a correct re-
‘port. .The -editor replied that it
was wriiten by a’ clergyman, a inem-
ber of the coavention, and a liberal
in 'potitics. .  So we have it that the
premier of New Brunswick, at a re-
ligious convention makes that state-
‘ment. No doubt he made it after due
congideration. Tt is a marvellous and
arpalling statement, degrading to the
province. If it be true, the question
arises, where ' does the money .come
from ? Where did the money. come
from to ‘elect the forty-one who are
"at the back of .Mr. Emmepson ? At
“the ' inside figare. of  $5,000 each, ‘it
would tske over 3200000 Where did
4t cowu.e from ?

1l voice—Bride? oontr.‘acts

Mr. Hazen — My friend sées the"
 point. Mr: Emmarson letsiin a flood
“of light. He shows why contracts for
! publie works are let at fhree or four
‘tirges the .actual cost. ‘We see’ the
same thing in the Long Wharf con-
trct ‘et Bt - Jnhh.] The ‘successful
firm’s . contract. was 1$108,000 in excess
of that of Mr. May The latter was

of._ sgomewhat .ms,uer - Mr. Blair saild—

evidently a mere bagatelle in his opin-
‘on. . The excuse for glving the con-
‘tract to Connollys was that a dredge,
it imrorted, must pay duty. ' So said
‘these free trade liberals of the gov-
ernment. But the country could have
pald the duty, $33,000, and 'still saved .
mnoo ‘by accepting Mayes's " tender. |
And Mr, Bla.ir. though he B8ald’ the
dredge must pay duty, was going
dgyn into the United States and buy-
ing eagiues and cars made fn compe-
- tition with Canadian workshops, and
bringing them in free of duty.’ ﬁ:
in the past, as Mr. Blair knew, a3

_had been allowed to come in free. But
perhaps Mr. Mayes in making his es-
timate @id not uﬂeu!lte on a oorrup-
tion fund. (Laughter.) = '’

It was well known ﬂm.t in the llqt
‘provincial elec.fon ‘government candi-.
"dates in Garleton, Sunbury, Westmor- |
Yand and some other cotintles said 'they | an
“would not go into the campaign unless

J conservatives ‘in-our ranks.

{ five or ten thousand dollars each?
‘Would their friends do it? No. If‘

“what Mr. Bmmerson says is true, then
- the electors are being bought with their
own money that should go for their
roads, bridges and schools.

After speaking of the honor that
should attach to public lifé, Mr. Hazen
said it w: 8 debasing to say ihat elec-
tions‘are a gquestion of bargain and
sale. He was amazed that the state-
ment of the premier should be made
and not attraot more attention “from
the brethren ‘who heard it.

Dealing with the last session of the
house of assembly, Mr. Hazen showed
house of assembly, Mr. Hazen
showad = how his ' secret - ballot
bill was shunted out .on &
point of order, and his subsequent
resolution which he belleved all liberals
would support, was, opposed, by them
all, though it expressed a principlé put
into dominion legislation by Alexander
Mackenzie.  Hon. Mr. White opposed
it with the degrading and pernicious
argument that a secret ballot was not
honest, for the reason that after you
paild & man for his vote you could not
tell whether he delivered the goods or
not. (Groans). 8o this old time lib-
‘eral prirciple was rejected, only -five
voting for his resolution. Mr, Hether-
~ i t when 'he ea.ld there

ere g left. -

The provlnclal
privneges away from the municipali-
ties in order to.get patronage for them-
selves, as in the case of the revisors,
a change no one had asked for. No
reason was given. It was voted
through by a brute majority. Was it
for the good of the eountry? No—
that was the last thought in their
' minds. They wanted to get their own
voters. on and keep others off. It was
a partisan trick, and an insinuation
that the municipal authorities were in-
competent. Was it fair to take up the
time of the legislature in passing per-
nicious legislation like that? Mr.
Hazen declared that in spite of the
act, the revisors appointed by county
councils in January were the legal
officials, and not those since appointed
by the government.

Dealing next with the Oana.da. Bast-
-ern railway resolutions, Mr. Hazen
pointed out that a promise had been
made to. buy that road to form a
branch of the 1. C. R. It had played an
+important part in the elections. But
the promise was not carried out. The
legislature had adopted Mr. Tweedie’s
resclution favoring the purchase.  Still
the road has not been bought. Mill-
fons were available at the last session
of the dominion  parliament for
Quebec and the west, but though the
legislature had endorsed Blair’'s pro-
mise to buy the road it had not been
done.  'Where was Mr. Blair's influence
in the government of which he is a
member?

Then there were the Eastern Exten-
sion claims. They were going to be
settled in 1897 and again in 1898. Rosy
references to the prospect were made
inuthe governor's speech in each of
those years. But it is not settled yet.
And Mr. Blair, who formerly favored
the ' settlement; ‘is' our representative.
Is it possible? Why, they said it was
Mr. TFoster who had done nothlns.
¥et hiere is Mr. ‘Blair, who was
to do so much, unable to ‘gettle these
“claims that he malwm in favor of.
He hag not inflience enough for that.
Bt he has a pernicious influence in
other directions. For years the ory down
here has been to have the products of
the west exported through our own
ports of St. John and Halifax. @ The
late government built’ the short lne,
subsidized lines of steamers and inau-
gurated the trade that has been
steadily growing and has reached very
large proportions. But Mr. Blair, who
should guard our interests, makes a
bargain with the Grand Trunk that is

doubt ‘an eye to favors past and fu-
ture), and -enables them +to build up
the expont trade of the Amenrican city
of Portland with Canadian goid.

Mr. Hazen dwelt upon the peril to
St. John arising out of the present situ-
ation, and pointed-out that if St. John
lost trade this winter 1t would be due

| to  incapacity .and lack of ‘railway

knowledge on the part of Mr. Blair,
who was to do so muadh ‘for New Bruns-
‘wick.

Taking up. the bridge  ckarges, Mr.
Hazen detailed the course he had pur-
sued, showed that the charges were
held over as the result of an agree-
ment that was declared fair by all
. parties, with the distinct understand-
ing that they were not dropped nor to
be dropped. Both he and Mr. Emmer-
son had pledged thémselves not to
make political capital out of the mat-
ter pending the resumption of the en-
quiry. But hardly had they so pledged
themselves before the grit press all
over the province came out and assert-
ed that he had backed down. .  They
would find out differently next session.

After dealing with the _autocratic
methods of . the government, whose
meémbers  held their ' seats as if by
divine right, -Mr. HaZen observed that
¢ possibly: Mr. Emmerson felt that he did

ing to 'him 4t cost five or ten thousand
dollars: to elect a supporter.

My, Hazen emphasized the need of
straight party lines @s proposed by the
“Mioricton convention. At present pro-
‘vincial ‘patronage is used to strengthen
the faderal government. Mr. La ¥or-
est and 'Mr. Gagnon, who were elected
in Madawaska, supported the govern-
ment ‘last ‘session, but they  get no
patronage in the county because it is
feared they are not friendly enough to
Mr. Costigan, who, said@: Mr. Hazen,
presents the mbost deplorable spectacle
of any public man in.the Canadian par-
-Hament. (Applauge); Mr.: Costigan is
the bosom friend of Blair, and had the
‘audacity ito say, though he had been
almbst the pet of the eonservative
perty, that he'did 'not feel he owed the
‘conservatives. very much. God farbid
that we should have any more such

cheers).
In conclusion Mr. Hazen contrasted

of the Jtheral conservative party with
the hypocrisy of ‘the liberals; referred
to the solld front the former party now
presents all over -the country; pald a
tribute to Sir Charles Tupper, and to
the Hon.' ‘Mr. Foster; Whom "he de-

Canada.
x-r. u en. -noke m fluency
a,; mlt

again
md udn m the eoum of his a.ddreu.

government took |

greatly to their advan age (having no.

not owe the people much, since accord-.

(Lioud |

the nation ‘building policy and practice | 't

seribed as & oomlng pﬂmo m:m-m- of i

cheered again and again as he deliv-
ered his brilliant address,

ferences to old friends and associatidns
connected with that part of Queens
county, said it was no.light burden and

ada. It was more to. be an humble
cilizen df this country ‘than to.be czar
of Russia, ruling millions of wserfs.
(Applause). The government of ‘the
country, said the speaker, will be no
better than we down here make fit.
Did you blush when it was said that
the premier of New Brunswick had
tated that it was no use to try to run
an election without five or ten thou-
sand dolars to spend in buying men
who have a blood bought and precious

And blush again. Blush for yourselves,
your children, your neighbors and your
country until you 'rise up in : your
might and declare that a premier of
this province shall ‘not have that to
say of you. For otherwise, befors God,
it were better to be serfs in Russia
than free men in Canada. (Cheers).
And the government of this country is
doomed to be worse than the worst
Rome ever saw, unless the people rise.
to the height of their church profession.
and their ﬂreeide prayérs a.na re&ae
to take the « al
‘bribe. Better, far 'the wreck

ties, If out of it will rise the spiﬂ't
that would hoot down men who would
plunder you by firat buying you. And
—I won’t say that the good Lord will
rut a black mark against you if yon
knock down the man who comes to you
and offers mone yfor your vote. (Tre-
mendous applause).

Hon. Mr. Foster said if it were
charged that the liberal conservative
party were sinners they were not
such hypocrites as to deny it. But all
over the pages of history are bright
records writtén by men who have
sinned over and over 1gain. Look at
the history of the two :political par-
ties as it is written in the!develop-
ment -and progress of this ocountry.
The liberal conservative party has a
noble and proud record. ‘It has been
the historic and active party of this
country. With the aid of the liberals
of the old schoyol it accomplished con-
federation, and Canada is today the
admiration and pride: of thinking peo-
ple the world over hecause the provin-
<es are one great united country weld-
ed under one flag. Australia, over 30
years behind us, is following in our
footsteps, and in two years there will
be in the South Pacific a great Aus-
tralian federation join2d with this one
Leart and hand with the old country—
the mother of nations.. The liberal
consérvative party in Canada put its
best blood and action into this record.

After confederation they conéeived
the idea of building a transcontinental
system of rallway ocommunication.
Where were your liberals then ? Dead
cpposed to it. But the liberals did not
win, and so we have a united country
and the greatest system of railway
communication in the world. If the
liberals had won we would not have
had it.  They were wrong then. What
reason have you to think that they
are right now ? From Edward Blake
down to the lowest liberal’ in Queens
county they - were- opposed to . the
building of the 'C. P. R.  This country
is what it is because the liberal con-
servatives fought and won.

Again, the consarvatives in 1878 con-
ceived the idea that this country could
build up manufacturing industries,
and they proposed the national policy.
‘Where were your liberals then 2 They
fought it, tooth and nail. But - the
conservatives won and we-had the N.:
P, and have it still. You: liberals —for
eighteen years from 1878 to 1896, your
leaders .led you by the ears to the
‘polls to fight against it. And today
they would lead you away mighty
quick if they thought you intended to |
vote against it (Lanighter . and
cheers.) . They were wrong then—what
reason' have you to think they are
right now ? ' The lberal ' conserva-(|
tives got confederation, got the rail-
way system .and got the N. P.
8ir Richard Cartwright stood up in
Toronto the other day and apologised
‘for the N. P, He called it a “very
high revenue tariff.”. But M, Tarte’
was more honest when he said in par-
liament that they intended to keep
and had kept adequate protection !or
the industries of Canada. TR e

The two great lines of connerva.tive
rclicy are written into  the very"
warp and woof of the history and
rrogress of this country. They were
opposed by the liberals, but they are
as firmly.~embedded in Canada  as
Cenada is ‘embedded in the American
continent. That is why, sailé Mr.
Foster, I ask you old conservatives to
stick to your record, and you young
conservatives to be true to.the tra-
ditions of your fathers. And that is
why we ask liberals now to come and
help us to get good government for
the country, and teach a much needed
lesson to. those who have belled us
and deceived us.

If that be deemed too harsh a word,
let us lovk at the record. Goba.ekto
1896. ‘The gﬂt’pahtyuidm wicke:
torles were -spendirg too imuchethey
were  spending ' .$38,000,000, and it
ought to be $4,000,000 ‘or-$5,000,000 less.:
Put us in, they said, and we -will re-
duce: it. - Was not that what = Mr.
King said—before he was made 'a
senator ? . (Laughter.,) - Was not that
what Mr. Blair said when he muade
Mr. King a senator—to get. & place for:
himself ? They all said it. But what
have they done ? In three years they
have heightened 'the expenditure —
‘would you believe it ?—beca.uae Mr.

:mocrat up to the hilt, said in Toronto
‘that they would reduce the expendi- |
ture by $3,000,0000 or $4,000,0000—would:
you believe that they have heightened
the  experiditure  in. 1599 38,300,.000
above that.of 1896 7

A wvoice — Oh!
aa.uzhter ).

Mr.. Fost.r-No-—-lte only 38,300.
(Renewed laughter.) “Ther, they wm
going to reduce taxation. ~ Did ‘they |
not say that ? You rémember the ple=

'.l'hnt’s nothlng

res—of course you saw themssof the:
| pCOr farmer bent almost wm:ah
under  $27,000,000 of. tnxaﬂom,Mt how'
is the poor farmer row ? "Is-he bent 2
Ch, no. He is as flat <@ pancake,"
" with a load of suomoo ‘of taxation
on him. (Laaghter and cheers.) . of
" And what did they tell us t

tariff? It was robbery ana m %
nntur.!ﬂncomlkr Blair tell you
that? Al their leaders did. Sir Rich-

anrd c’-ﬂ"ﬂlﬁt and Mr, Lcurler de-|

“wes in fine spénxlng ‘form; und wasy

Mr. F‘oster, after some pleasant re- |

responsibility to be a citizen of Can-|

right of franchise? Then blush again. |

-Laurier, not a knight then, but a de- k

|

osd
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clared that it was wrong in principle
and bad in policy,and they would tear i
out and give us a tariff for revenye
only or free trade as it was in Englang_
How have they donme it? In 1896 the
rate on dutiable goods was 29.94 per
~cent, In 1899 it was exactly minety-six
“ene hundredths of. -one per cent. less
- (Laughiter and cheers).. And Sir Rich-
and has a new name forit. Hecallsit
‘“gross income.” It used to be plain
texation, that grinds the farmer down
and makes his blood run white. But
now it is “gross income.” What a
soothing phrase. It almost puts you
to sleep. It almost makeg vou rich,
(Great laughter).

Therefore, saild Mr. Foster, I claim
we have a right to call upon iiberals
to tell at the polis what they think of
men who will so repudiate their pro-
mises. Socizty could not hold together
if men did not keéep failh with ecach
other. There must bDe faith between
man and man, and faith, too, between
political parties and the electors. If
you put a party in power and they
snap their fingers at you when you ask
them to keep their promises, it saps
the very foundation of government.
(Applause). . And I believe, said the
speaker, .that the liberal leaders will
lose more votes on that acecount than
on any other. Old fashioned honesty
still exists.

But, said Mr. Foster, one thing the
liberals ‘have dore. They have shown
unremitting zeal in petty and malig-
nant persecution ‘of  thelr employes,
hunting inoffensive and good citizens
out of small post-offices. (Hear, hear).
How many of the people hére wanted
my friend Starkey hunted out?

A voiéce—Only one.

Mr. Foster—It is your post-office—not,
Mr. Blair's. They have hunted men
like partridges on the mountains—for
mean and ignoble ' purposes. (Great
applause). I have in mind a case of a
railway man in Petitcodiac. He was
lame and we made him keeper of a
tank to give him a living in his old age.
‘He was competent to fill the position.
One or two men started on the hunt
for him and kept after him till he was
‘dismissed in his old-age and lameness,
‘after thirty years’ service, and after
all but three of his heighbors signed a
petition to have him kept there. What
noble policy! = Worthy of a Blair—
worthy of a Tarte. And it is the same
¥ all over the country. 1 would, said the
speaker, consider myself a mean-
gpirited cur if I hunted men because
they voted according to the dictates of
their conscience. (Long continued ap-
planse).

But these liberals loved the farmer.
What more did they do for him besides
ingreasing ‘the . taxation?  Here Mr.
Foster gave the details of the Kingston
‘binder twine scandal, where the twine
wag sold by the goVernment at 41-4c.
per pound to Laurle'r's friend in Otta-
wa, who re-sold lt to the farmers at 11
to 13c: ]

Mr. Foster next showcd that the lib-
.erals had repudiated the old principle
of tender and contract, as in the
Coteau dredging aftair. No one asked
for the dredging, Mr, Tarte gave a re-
lative by marriage, ‘&' real! estate
broker, $20,000 for the job.. The latter
farmed it out to two men ' who had
dredges, and pocketed the .ifferenee.
Then there was the Long wharf con-
tract at St. John. A few years ago the
name of .the Connollys ‘was on every
grit tongue. Next to the devil were
the Connollys and next to them the
tary government. (Laughter). The
Connollys’ tender was the highest, but
they got it—at $103,000 above that of
Mr. Mayes. ' The underlying reasom
counld be easily thought out by any
man'in the audience.

The liberal government had alse
sought to tie the hands of parliament
by making contracts and forcing them
through parliament afterwards, as in
the Drummoni deal. In that case the
senate saved the country $750,000 by re-
jecting *he first agrsement. Yet they
say they want to abolish the senate.

They wer: also going to keep the
lands for the people. Yet they made
& bargain ‘with Mackenzie and Mann
[ to- them so many acres of  gold

: give the
MQW i@ ‘miles of tramway. A

|‘more outrageous plece of legislation
“Was never proposed. The senate re-
jected 'it. And good liberals, after
“voting for it in the house, prayed that
the senate would throw it out, ~The
senate stood betw=2n thé country and
the pillagers of the gold lands of the
‘country. = As to senate reﬁorm, Sir
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