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o THE FACTS OF THE OASE,

There is a past in connection. with the
Election Bill now before the Dominion
Pdriament. If the records of that past
could be blotted out the attitude of
thé opposition would not be-any more
reasonable, but it would be more co
sistent with the hlg‘bory of the party.
Previous to_the yeai 1896 the Dominion
Parunment jealoush guarded its own
tmchiae and its ov/n voters’ lists, It
is'a matter of history, the manner in
which the power thus reserved was ex-
ercised. Revising barristers of sweet
memory made Up ithe votqrs lists, ‘tak-
ing care that no party advantage
should be lost .in the mrocess. The
method in which the lists were man-
‘ipulated for party, purposes by those
partizans constitutes, as; every one
kriows -who has followed |the polmcal
history  of Ca ope of the
mest unsavory of the many nauseous
doings of the Connrvatlve party.
Elecuons were nevhr held wpon voters’
llsts which fairly represented the polit-
ical sentiments of ‘the country, They
were frequently c¢nducted upon lists
séveral years old, and always upon lats
compnnd with a view to the advantage
of the party in pow‘r. In the . year
1898 the system was abolished. But
it was not abolished without a vigor-
ous attempt upon the part of the lead-
ers of the Caneexlvulve party to in=
éuce Parliament t& “retain control of
i'®= ewn !ranchlse and its own voters’
1'8ts,” as sir' Charles Tupper stated
ihe case. Sir Wilfria@ Daurier and his
pifnisters intimated then that it was
1ut the intentiont: of Parliament to
¢irrender contrel of its franchise or of
its voters’ lists. But the old system
hi¥d proved cumbersome; ‘unwieldy ahd
ui instrument for evil in the hands
m’ the party in nower, It wds the in~
tention te trv somethmg which would
be fair to all the parties interested and
which would give a genuine expression
of the popular will. The scheme
adopted has proved satisfactory in albl
txga eastern provinces;. hecauseé ther
tmb quaalifieations of voters'are based

n the assessment rolls of organ-
ined @istricts. It also proved satisfac-
tory in the western provinces, which
are not organized as the eastern prov-
inges are for municipal purposes, up to
a certain point. That point was passed
‘when the Roblin government of Mani-~
toba, which has always maintained a
system of registration, relieved - the
judges of the courts of the duty of re-
vi‘smg the lists and handed the work
ovpr to partizan peliicians. The result
was just what mizht have been ex-
pgcted The Rolﬂm government con-
siders it-bas oth:r duties to perform
tHan the administraﬂon of the in-
ternal affairs of the province of
Manitoba. It has assumed the task of
aa;ulsuns the Conservative opposi_tion
at Ottawa. In pursuance of this seif-
assumed task, tl;xe Roblin government
through its political agents, succeeded
in ‘@isfranchising at least eight thous-
and  Liberals @ the last federal
election. The McBride government of
British Columbia, also in pursuance of
an understanding with that virtuous,
harmiess , Leader Borden, has he-
come a party to the Roblin-Borden
conspiracy. The McBride government
will, as it has in the past, use all the
machinery under its control -for the
purpose of striking a blow at the Laur-
fer govemment These are no reck-
less, random statements. They e@re
capable of proof. The methods em-
ployed will doubtless be the same as
those adop}ed with ma.nltegt advan-
tage during the late provincial -elec-
tions. It will be remembered that dur-
ing the electios a number of men
who formerly lived in Vietoria, but had
removed to Cu nberland, applied to
have theilr namea transferred from the
Victoria lists to the Comox division.
The registrar at Cumberland assured
these men that there would be no
trouble about effecting the' transfer.
He had written to the Attorney-Gen-
eral for instructions, and had been
assured that everything would be all
right. Accordingly under ‘the pro-
visions of the act these electors made
the stat'utory application to the regis-
trar at Victoria to have the transfer
made. Their names were struck off
the Victoria list, but when they ap-
plied to have them put on the Comox
list a dificulty arose. The Premier
had been on a tour of the Comox dis-
irict, and his vigit bore fruit—of the
usual kind. The registrar at Comox
speedily received a letter containing
instructions that the names of the
voters which had been eliminated from
the Victoria list on an understanding
with the Attornep-General could mnot
be added to the Comox List. The At-
torney-General  had convenlently
changed his mind at a most opportune
time from the ﬁaolnt of view of the can-
didate of his government. That is a
sample of the manner in wWwhich  the
lists” have been manipulated by the

McBride government. If the amend-
ments to the Elections Act had mno

&

other effect than stopping that kind of
party tacticy in one instance, the fed-
eral government would ‘be justified in
‘ingisting upon their going through the
House. But they would unquestion-
ably have a salutary effest in scores
of instances in Manitoba and British
Columbia. That is evident from the
testimony of reliable independent au-
thorities. Yet we have Conservative
newspapers such as the Varncouver
News-Advertiser ponderously and
gravely assuming that the interests of
the electorate at large would be safer
in the hands of partisans of the Rob-
lin and the McBride governments than
in the hands of unbiassed judges of the
oourts.

There is no probability of the oppo-

sition forcing dissolution upon such an
issue.

P

A QUESTION OF RESPONSIBILITY.

We had thought all along that Mr.
Cooper, acknowledged to be one of the
8reatest of American engineers, was
responsible for the fall of the Quebec
bridge. This engineer, we are told,
proved a  most autoeratic, dogmatic
| gentleman. He would ‘brook no inter-
ference with hig plans. He would ac-
cept no suggestionsg from those on the
work when told- there appeared.to be a
lack of stability about it. Yet
we are told, with a gravity
hefitting ' the = occasion, that the
Laurier government, not Mr. Coop-
er, must shoulder the responsibil-
ity for the costly blunder. We had not
up till the time of reading this authori-
tatlvg opinion known that the Laurier
government was in the bridge building
business. We had not surmised that
the members of the Laurier govern-
ment assumed to know anything at all
about modern methods of constructing

great bridges. We were ignorant of

the fact that the Laurier government
had anything to do with designing the

bridge or had pretended to superintend

the work of construction. Yet it ap-
pears  the . government..caused thé’?ﬂ
bridge to fall and must bear the re-
sponsibility for the dire consequences.
Nor is that ‘all. “The government is
also, according to this Veracious, and
of course unbiassed, authority, respon-

sible for the comstruction of the whole
of the transcontinental railway. It is
not the commissioners, nor even the

engineers—the latter also the ablest on
the continent—who are planning +and

building that great work. It is the
Laurier government, :Ifia: mim hag
been made in locating the line—and lt
assumed there must have been a mis=
take, because some one says the line 15|
about two feet under water somewhere
owing to a flood—the comm!aslonerz
and the engineers must not be held reg
sponsible, Not at all It Is the governy|
ment that is to blame. By the same in«,
fallible process of reasoning a former:
government ought té-have been held re+:
sponsible for the mistakes made in the
construction of the C. P.'R. Portions
of that line have been repeatedly wash-
ed away in the province of British Co=
lumbia. Traffic has 'been completely
tied up for days, more. or less obstrueted
for weeks. Yet it riever seems to have
occurred to any person to call govern-
ments to account. But we live in dif+:
ferent times. There is another gov-
ernment in power and an opposition
whose only functfons. aré 'te find! fault:
and obstruct business,

“WHAT IS NEWS?™ ¥

Until yesterday the Times took no
notice of the  journalistic ““‘Holy
‘Willies"” who have professed deep con-
cern because this paper, by publishing
the news of the day in as inoffensive
form as possible, has compelled them
to. adopt an apologetic attitude for
failing to chronicle the current happen-
ings. A ciause in the presentment of
the Grand Jury furnished the Colonist
yesterday ‘with what it regarded as a
fine opportunity to make a reputation
for purity out of its notorious diserim-
ination between individuals in (its
treatment of news, In dealing with the
Grand Jury's presentment the Times
took occasion for the first time to ex-
pose the humbug employed in this con-
nection; and in attempting to reply this
morning under the caption of “What Is
News?” the Colonist throws a lot of
dust in the air to cover the real issue.

That issue, which columns of editorial
sophistry cannot obscure, is one which
the public understood better than our
contemporary is aware of. It is not
whether one paper published more or
less of the details of the case in ques-
tion (for both gave it considerable
space), but whether or not the case
was reported regardless of the social
position and wealth of the principals,
In attempting to prove its virtue in
these matters the Colonist says that in a
case cited by us yesterday it also fail-
ed to give the news fully. But this is
immaterial. There have been dozens of
cases to which the test could be ap-
plied in which there has been a sup-
pression of facts, and into some of
these even the element of ‘‘nastiness”
did not enter. 8incé the Times has been
assailed In this matter we wish to say
that the Colonist is seeking to make a
virtue out of its weakness, and to jus-
tifying on public grounds a course dic-
tated by motives of an entirely different
character, :

‘We will take this morning’s issue of
the Colonist to illustrate our point. On
January 22nd a case of libel against
Phil. R. Smith was entered in the police
court by J. 8. H. Matsop,~managing
director of the Colonlat.’ﬂ: a state-

ment in a newspaper during the muni-

cipal elections whick briefly suggested

‘the streets, that there are

| son to express misgivings.
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cause of the Ei‘\duimal& Water Works
Company was dictated for purposes of
private gain,

The  evidence in the police court,
where the proceedings were in Mr.
Matson’s favor, 'and attendant matter
were reported: in the Colonist te the
extent of six or Beven columns. Yester-
day the case came before "the Chief
Justice and - was ‘ unceremoniously
thrown out after “an interesting and
newsy discussion between counsel and
court, Yet the ease is disposed of In
the morning’s issue of the Colonist in
the following words:. “The indictment
against Phil, Smith - for defamatory
libel was quashed .on account of a
technical error in the way in which it
was drawn up.”

‘We submit that if the case was worth
six or seven columns in the police court,
when matters went with the prosecu-
tion, it was worth more than four and
a half lines in the higher. court when
it went against. him. Ag a matter of
fact, even ‘these four lines are mis-
leading, the case not being thrown out
on a technicality, as will be seen by
those who read the Times and get the
unbiassed news. But we are not dis-
cussing that feature. We are simply
drawing attention to something which
is a matter of common comment on
elements
deciding news values in the Colonist
which have their source neither| in
virtuous solicitude for the morals of
the young nor in heart-breaking con-
cern for the public weal.

There  is oniy one other point on
which-we will touch, and that is' the
modest assumption in this morning’'s
editorial that the views of ‘‘reputable
citizens”” are expressed in the senti-
ments of the Grand Jury, but moreé
particularly in the deductions drawn
therefrom by the Colonist, We have
only to say that we are well content
with the ventilation of this matter,
because of the opportunity it hag af-
forded this paper of finding out how
widely its course has been approved.
For the past 'two days, by letter and
telephone, commendatory comment on
its fair and fearless course has poured
into the -editorial office from men and
women, the astanding of many of
whom in the work of moral reform and
of public interest has made their sup-
port doubly welcome. We are content
to leave the Colonist to the smug en-
joyment of any reputation it may seek
as. a champion of. the general public.
The Times is .being published, not for
the few, but” for the many, and it
wants to give all the news that can

] !ltLv be printed for the man who at the

end of the day’'s work expects his
family paper to give him the current
happenings; unbiassed by .the wealth,
position, or politics of those affected.
As an illustration of the type of let-

.| fers and messages received during the

last twemnty-four hours, the following
from a well known and respected citi-

.| zen may be given:

“May 14th, 1908.
~“Dear Mr. Editor,—I have read your
editorial of above date, “Duties of the
Press.” I must say I was delighted in
reading it. There is only one fault with
it, and that 1$ you did not hit both the
jury and the Colonist hard enough. It
is' coming to a nice state of affairs
when the press is reprimanded for
publishing® the facts, irrespective of
persons. The evidence, -as I read it in
the Times, was couched in such lan-
guage that no person, however modest,
could take offence, I think you did a
public service in letting the public
know the facts.

“Yours respectfully,
“A SUBSCRIBER."”

The wheat croprof the Northwest is
the largest by 26 per cent. that has ever
been planted in that section of Canada,
something that is not unexpected con-
gidering the tremendous in-pour of new
settlers. All accounts agree that the
crops are at least a month in advance
of last year. So that the outlook must
be considered promising. Should noth-
ing untoward occur, the crop will be
the largest by far that has.ever been
garnered in Canada. All this ig very
reassuring. It means a great deal for
the business of the country. Given a
good harvest, and we shall hear no
more about hard times for several
vears. The partial failure of last year
will be entirely forgotten. It will be
accepted as something which i8 liable
to befall husbandmen in any country,
not as a condition peculiar to the cir-
cumstances of northwestern Canada.
And the result will be a tremendous in-
crease ‘'in immigration, an increase
which will continue to grow in propor-
tions until the deétiny of the Dominion
shall be fulfilled. That destiny is a
somewhat hackneyed subject. It has
been discussed from every point of
view. The world will obtain an intelli-
gent understanding of it before the

lapse of another decade,
s s »

There is no question about it. The
visit of the Armada to Puget Sound
will. be one of the greatest and nois-
lest events in the history of the North-
west.  If any of the shades of the ab-
original navigators .of- these waters
linger in the neighborhood their ghost-
ly eyes will blink at the things they see
and théir shadowy ear drums tingle at
the sounds they hear. Visitors of —a
material character will also have cduse
for astonishment when they are cdlled
upon to pay for their entertainment.
Assurances have been givén that there
will be no advance in prices for meals
and the other necessaries of life. But
we, possibly unduly sceptical, have rea-
The temp-
tation will be great. OQur neighborg are
but human. The visit of the fleet will
furnish them with a grand opportunity,

that Mr, Matson’'s -advocacy of the

We shall be surprised if they do not
improve it . .

o

Seven Persons
Reported Killed

Muskoge } Okla., May 15.—
Seven persens are reported kill-
ed in a wreck of a Missouri,
Kansas and Texas passenger
train No. 5, known as *“The
Flyer,” which left St. Louis last
night for Téxas points, The
train collided head-on, one mile
east of Muskogee, to-day, with
a freight coming east,

MINERS WANTED IN_
BOUNDARY DISTRICT

Granby and B. C. Copper Com-
panies Have Employment
for 300 Men.

Phoenix, May 15.—~Mining activity
and general prosperity in the Boun-
dary this year promises to eclipse any
in the past. It is to be a year of big
ore tonnage as a solution to the low
copper market problem. Every miner
in the Boundary is at work and many
hundreds more are required by the
Granby and B, C. Copper companies
to/keep their extemsive works at full
capacity.

The managers state that they have
employment for at least 300 more
miners, Experienced men are wanted.
The scale of wages is the same as in
other copper camps, $3.50 for an eight-
hour day. The big Snowshoe mine in
this camp is reported as likely to open
in a few days with employment for an-
other 300 men,

LEEBRO UNDERGOING
TRIAL TRIP TO-DAY

New Freighter One of Best
Vessels of Her Class on
Coast.

Fresh from the hands of her builder,
William Turpel, the steamer Leebro
left Marvin’s wharf this afternoon on
her trial trip, The Leebro is owned by
Leeming Bros.,, who also own and
operate the steamer Cascade, and the
new vesse] resembles the latter steam-
er in general appearance. A noticeable
feature about her is her great beam
and the extraordinary strength of her
gear. She has a big beam, one foot for
every four and half feet of her length,
and her deck from the house work aft
is clear of obstriction.

A stub mast carries three heavy
derrick booms, and these are worked
by a powerful winch, Two holds are
served by this gear, and the Leebro is
equal to any vessel of her class on this
coast for heavy hoistimg work,

The dimensionsg of the ILeebro are:
Length, 128 faeet; beam, 29 feet; depth,
moulded, 12 feet.” She has compound
"engines 10x24x16 inch stroke, and her
boiler pressure is 160 pounds. The con-
tract calls for a speed of 10 knots, but
the Leebro is expected to develop 250
horse power, and attain a maximum
speed of 12 knots.

On her tria] trip this afternoon the
Leebro is commanded by Capt. J.
Hunter, formerly of the Cascade, and
her engine room is in charge of A. Lees,
the chief engineer, A number of ship-
ping men are taking in the trip,

ANNUAL SESSION
BROUGHT TO CLOSE

Grand Temple of Pythian Sis-
ters Has Completed Its
Busmess.

The Grand Temple of Pythian Sis-
ters which went into the annual ses-
sion on Wednesday, cloged its work last
evening before they left for the con-
cert and dance at Duncans. Prior to
the commencement of the concluding
business yesterday afternoon the Sis-
ters presented the mistress of records
and correspondence with a handsome
crescent diamond and pearl brooch, as
a recognition of her untiring efforts
on behalf of the order. The presen-
tation was made by the grand chief,
Margaret Neave, of Nanaimo, who in
most complimentary words spoke of
the work done by the honored siste-.
and congratulated her on her re-elec-
tion to the office of grand chief which
she has held during the past year,

This afternoon the visiting sisters
were entertained at the Gorge by the
sisters of Island Temple No. 8. In
closing the convention the press agent,
Sister Thomas, gave out an announce-
ment to the effect that the members
wished to place publicly on record an
appreciation of the splendid treatment
they had received from the sisters of
the local lodge. .Sister Thomas re-
marked thdat the visitors weére highly
pleased and gratified at the pains and
care taken by the local lodge to make
their visit here apart from the con-
vention, a matter of pleasure and com-
fort in which good feeling and com-
radeship were predominant.

VICTORIAN ENTERS
THIRTY LAWSUITS

Vancouver, May 15.—Thirty separate
law suits were entered here this after-
noon by William John Ledingham, of
Victoria, against settlers within the E.
& N. railway belt on Vancouver Island.
In each case Mr. Ledingham claims a
third interest in minerals in the 160
acres held by each, or the value there-
of. ,He claims that each of the thirty
settlers agreed to give him. such
interest as compensation for having
secured them their title, the validity
of which was recently upheld by a

Yudicial court of the privy council.

Our Big Sale of Women’s
Costumes

Attracted a Crowd of Buyers
This Morning

S UCH COSTUME VALUES are not often to be had

as we offer in this sale.

they were odds and ends or old styles, but these are
new fresh guits just received. They reflect the latest

and most correct style idea
newest and nobbiest cloths.

)

appreciated.

Regular $22.50 Costumes selling for.
Regular $30.00 Costumes selling for ...
Regular $35.00 Costumes selling for. ...
Regular $50.00 Costumes selling for

We have four different
priced lots, and the values have only to be seen to he

It is not the samg, as if

s, and are made up in the

ducks, piques and linens.

WOMEN’S

pleats and finished with
Price
WOMEN'’S

Pitee— .. R
WOMEN’S WASH SKIRTS

pleats. Price

WASH SKIRTS,
with white spots, made with clusters of

WHITE MUSLI\I SKIRTS
made with double box pleat down front
and back and finished with

of white linen, made with box pleats and
finished with rows of insertion between

Women’s New “‘Tub” Skirts

We have a splendid assortment of new Tub or- Washing Skirts, in both white and colors. in
The approaching holiday makes Outing Skirts a necessity.
have not got just what you need, we can furnish you with it, and at a small cost, too.

WOMEN’S WASH SKIRTS, in white linen
with black spots, made with clusters of
pleats and finished with stltchlng Pricéd

in navy duck,

stitched straps

bias fold.
.$2.50

in good quality

seam. Price

WOMEN’S WASH SKIRTS, in extra good
quality of white linen, made with box pleat
at each seam and finished with embroid-
ery and tueks between pleats. Price $4.50

WOMEN’S LINEN SKIRTS,
twelve gores,

If you

..$2.50

N 8 in pale blue,
with inturned pleat at each

and sleeve]ess ECIE AL e o
WOMEN’S UNDERVESTS,

ers to match

ghoulder straps, finished

drawers to match
WOMEN’S UNDERVESTS,

long and short sleeves,

drawers to match .

WOMEN’S CLOTH UNDERVESTS, fine rib-
bed, short sleeves and sleeveless, at..15¢

WOMEN’S UNDERVESTS, plain and fancy
ribbed, fancy yoke, long and short sleeves,

and short sleeves and sleeveless. Also draw-
Stk e RO

WOMEN'S UNDERVESTS, fine lisle thread,

buttoned fromq,

Women’s Seasonable Underwear
At Extra Special Prices

The changing season is at hand. All of these lines mentioned are very special value for the

money,

..25¢
high neck, long

ssan

with beading,

heavy cotton,

WOMEN’S UNDERVESTS. fine lisle thread,
long sleeves, low cut; prettily finished 65¢
WOMEN’S UNDERVESTS , mercerized cot-
ton, fine ribbed, long and short sleeves and
sleeveless 55
WOMEN'S U\TDERVESTS fine
shoulder strap and yoke edged with ]m-p

WOMEN’S UNDERVESTS, very fine cot-
ton, high neck, short sleeves closed, with
sﬂk finish, at .

WOMEN’S UNDERVESTS Elhs
Needle brand, a very fine grade, long and
short sleeves and sleeveless Sizes 32 to 44

cott on,

o P

.. 75¢
Sprmg

\

\

DAVID SPENCER, LTD.

SEARCH BY POLICE
REVEALS A TRAGEDY

Miss OSulhvans Remains
Discovered on Beach Off
Dallas Road.

While suffering from an attack of
nervous prostration which has pre-
vented her from following her vocation
of a trained nurse, Miss Mary Ellen
O’Sullivan drowned herself early Sun-
day morning in the waters of the
strait just off Dallas road at the foot
of Douglas street. Miss O'Sullivan,
who has been suffering from nervous
prostration since October last when
she gave up the position on the nurs-
ing staff of St. Joseph’s hospital, which
she had held for 10 years, entered that
institution on Friday last for treat-
ment, but about 1:30 Sunday morning
made her escape from her room by
jumping from a window on the first
floor. Apparently on escaping from the
hospital, she went straight up Doug-
las street to Dallas road and there
jumped into the water, her lifeless body
being found a few hours later by Con-
stable McLellan, who with other mem-
bers of the force, was - detailed to
search for her as soon as her flight
was discovered.

That little time elapsed between Miss
O'Sullivan’s departure from - the hos-
pital and her death is shown. by the
fact that although the police were no-
tified as soon as she was missed and
several men dispatched in' the patrol
wagon to Beacon Hill, .no trace of her
was found: The wagon and all the
men but Constable McLellan returned
to the station shortly after-5 o'clock
after a fruitless search,  leaving the
latter to continue :the work _alone.
Shortly afterwards he  took a stroll
along the beach at the foot of Douglas
street and there found the missing
woman’s body. . He immediately sent
word to the police station and the body
was removed to St. Joseph's hospital,
and later was taken
Funeral Furnishing Company’s parlors,
Government street. 1

The late Miss O'Sullivan, who was 40

T S e e e

to the B. C.;

vears old, was a native of Victoria, and
had been for the past ten years a nurse
at St. Joseph’s hospital, more or less
constantly, coming and going as
saw fit. She took a great interest in
her work and had the complete confi-
dence of the sisters in charge of thu
hospital. One of the sisters, speaking
of Miss O’Sullivan this morning, said
they . had always found her reliable,
hardworking and conscientious, and in
every respect a first class nurse as
well as a particularly likable and sym-
pathetic woman. They sincerely re-
gretted her untimely end, which came
as a distinct blow to all connected with
the institution.

Last October Miss O'Sullivan’s health
broke down and since then she has
suffered from nervous prostration, re-
turning periodically to the hospital for
“freatment, and living at other times
at the family home, 413 Quebec street.
After being away for some time she
returned to the hospital on Friday.

At the inquest which was held this
afternoon a verdict was returned to
the effect that Miss O’Sullivan came
to her death by suicide by drowning
while temporarily insane.

Dr, J. D. Helmcken testified that the
late Miss O’Sullivan had been under
his charge for the past two months,
suffering from melancholia. During
last week she had improved so much
that she h gone home, but had re-
turned to tle hospital on Friday, hav-
ing sufferefl a relapse. Shortly before
9 é'clock Saturday evening she had
taken'laudnum, but he had arrived in
time to save her life. Later in the»
morning she had made her escape, and
the hospital authorities had seen noth-
ing further of her until the body was
brought back. He had seen the body
shortly-after.it' was discovered, and in
his opinion death was due to drowning,

Constable Alexander McLennan gave
testimony to the effect - that shortly
after 1 o’clock he had been detailed to
search for Miss O’Sullivan, About 6.23
Sunday morning he had found the
body floating in the water at the foot
of Douglas street.

The jury was comprised of Kenneth
Hughes, foreman; Kenneth Sehoffield,
‘Robert Peden, William Kinsman,
| Harry Finch and Percy Cudlip.

! The funeral will take place at 9
o’clock to-morrow morning from the
family residence, 413 Quebec street, to
St. Andrew’s cathedral, where a re-

R RS G, ST P A ST DS A T

she 1"

quieum mass will be sung, commencing
at 9:30 o’clock. Interment will be
made in Ross Bay cemetery.

COOKS WENT OUT AT
CRITICAL MOMENT

‘Manager Humble of Empress

and His Chief Steward
Acted Quickly.

(From Monday's Daily.)

Shortly before 1 o’clock this after-
noon, as the guests were in the middle
of dinner, a strike occurred at the
Empress hotél among employees in the
kitchens, with the result that all the
kitchen crew with the exception of two
men put on their coats at 4 moment’s
notice and walked out of the building.
The two men who remained at their
posts were the chief chef and the chief
pastry  cook, who are still on duty.
Immedlately the strikers walked out,
Head Steward Sutherland got to work
to obtain fresh help to take their
places with various results. Every-
one that could be obtained was pressed
into the service. Employment offices
were called up and asked to fill the
vacancies with varying results.

The reason given by the men for tak-
ing the step they did is that they
were dissatisfled with the manner in
which they were. worked, although tl's
details of their.dissatisfaction were not
made known. When seen for a fe\’
seconds between telephone calls to em-
ployment offices, Mr., Sutherland, the

‘head steward, said the men were dis-

gatisfied and had walkéd out in con-

| sequence without warning. Help was

being obtained as quickly &s possible
to fill their placés and he thought the
matter would soon be straighteped out.

Under the trying “eircumstances the
manager, B, M. Humble, and the chicf
steward, Mr. Sutherland, made everv
effort to look after the convenience of
the guests, who were dining upstairs in
the dining room. From the manner in
which the service. was conducted the
guests were absolutely unaware thal
a strike had occurred in the kitchens
below them and were served with theic
dinner as if nothing unusual had hap-
pened.
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Motor Boat Races
Successfully Ca
Before Spect

¥t 1s a long time sinc
put on such gala atti
od on the opening of 't
Oak Bay Boating Club
ternoon. Over one hun
ing, power and rowing
near Turkey Head and|
were flying the colors (
The scene was indeed
and it marks the ret
to her old time populal
for those on pleasure §

The feature of the o
motor boat racing. AN
er boats took part in
which were conducted
pasis. These were on
fairly arranged althoug
ally there were some ¢
of the owners of the le
cied that 25 minutes
they could be expecte
a seven-mile race. Th
race, however, showed
was well done.

The new club house
ated for the occasion v
eyergreens, and was 1
everyone. Its rustic a
tic arrangement. and
very much to the gey
of that part of the m
a. landmark a long dis
where the large Unio
plainly seen. The w
is to be congratulate
an institution which
popularity of the dist
business from every p
members of the m
when they purchased
front properties in t
thought that within so
property would be uti
fnstitution which wo
benefit to the whole c(

An interesting feat
was the launching of
after the opening of
tion. While the band
eannon was fired, and
the same moment s
downward, carrying t
W. L. James with a
the water. The firing
was done by Mrs. S. K
the president of the ¢

n ;was_then declar
B be formally open.

The first race was
ownad by J. MacBet
was not far ahead,
by B. Clark coming cl
followed D. M. E
jaunch and the othe
after the other. The
cauged as much inte
for there were crowd
boathouse, lined alor
and at ether vantage
boat that found diff
away was that own
Watson. It, howevs
before the last of the
ton made an excell§
hitch occurred.

There was a misu
the course in the rag
teur built motor bo:
fine little craft being
kept the proper cou
ed the prize, but wif]
instinct refused it,
race be run again ij
others an opportu
This time he did nof
ing carried off by P.

The following is {
prize winners:

From Victoria hay
minutes’ handie
arrived at 3.04; silv4
Oak Bay Yacht Cl
minutes, arrived at

The remaining
been officially deci
that the following
the winners after
worked out:

Second race, for
—1st, P. Clarks’ M

Third race, for 14
under—1st, P. Clai
M. Eberts’ Numbe

Fourth race, for
twen 21 feet and 35
& Sons’ Maid of t
Hughes’ No, 19,




