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.#ders not to impress any American seamen, and of course
not to retain against their will any already impressed ; but
It they persist m obstructing every channel of information
and pi-oof of then- citizenship, such orders ar- and will
conurj ire deceptive." / J

7^7 Secretary of Siaie to the Preddent of the United
A/are-s-^DEPARTMENT OF State, Feiruavy ^20, 1000.
The secretary has the honour to lay before th« Presi-

dent

—

'

Mr. Lislon's note of the 4th February, together with his
project of a treaty for the reciprocal delivery of deserters ;which appears to ihe secretary utterly inadmissible, unless
it would an end to impressments, which Mr. Liston seem-
ed to ^imagine, wnile the 7th paragraph of his project ex-
pressly recogtiizes the rio^ht of impressing British sub-
jects, and consequently Arnerican citizens, as at present,

(Signed) TIMOTHY PICKERING.*
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Extract ofa letterfrom John Marshall, esquire^* Seereta-
ry of State, to Rufus King, MMster Plenipotentiary of
the United States at London, dated

^
" I^EPARTMENT OF State, -S(?M 20, 1800.

"The impressment ofour seamen is an injury of very
serious magnitude, which deeply aifects the feelings and
the honour of the nation.

" This valuable class of men is cGm^posed of natives and
foreigners who engage voluntarily in our service.
" No right has been asserted to impress the natives of

Now Chief Juftice of the Suoreme Court nf the iTnif*^ «,»«


