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There is nti ilonitt thitt tlie natural cnnilitions in the (lackainas are <>xtreniely

lavoraliie U.i the lireeiiinj; of suinion, anil lh<^ Inrt-pun^' siatcnient iil' the caleh in that

Htreaui in IHtKtaml IMOl elearly iinlieateH that an enoiinous annual prodnetioiutf yunu);

salmon mi^lit he tlependeil on if the llsh were not snlijeet to captnrt^ ami ohstrui-tltm.

It is eiiually line lliat noninterlerenee with llie salnmn whiirli have ese:t|>e<| the tra|)s,

seines, ami u\\l netn of the (,'oliimliia ami reaeluHl the ( 'laekamas wmihl permit the

liatehin); station there located to liheiate enough yonnf; salmon each year to );o far

toward repaii'ini; the diminnlion in the snpply eansed l>y exeesisive lishin^.

Mr. L. T. liariti, who has been tlshiiiK on the (Jolnmbia and its triltutaries for moro

than thirty lour years, inlormed iim> that, as a resalt of his |itM'sonal oliservati<ms in

I'very impoi'tant branch of the ('ohnnbia, lie has no hesitat'im in allirminK thai the

Clackaimis silways was and still is the best tributary salmon stri>am in the whole basin.

The eonthinam'e of present conditions, however, can not fad to have a far reacliiiit(

clfect on the abundance of salmon in the lower ( 'ohnnbia K'ivcr, and an accelerated

(liminutiou uf chinooks may bo depemled (m as a diriMt result of the obliteration of

the run into the headwaters of the Olackamas.

\otis itn <ii>pii III Ills mill tlir vnlcli.— Inder this head some general notes on the

principal forms of apparatus and tht> catch in each may be presented, and some detailed

statistics, showing the yield ot certain nets in is<)- to bSUt, niay be introdnccd.

As is well known, uill iu>ts take larger (piantilies of chinook salmon than all other

nets cond»ined. While the propintion of llsh thus obtained mitnrally varies from year

to year, the yill net yield always so far overbalances the lemaiidiincatch that it allords

an accurate basis for determining; the abundance at' the lish, whiU; it is evident that

:iiiy re(;nlations intended to increase the supply of chinooks nuist have piimary

application to the gillnet lishery. The importance of the ^ill net as a factor in the

tiiking of chinooks will be clearly seen from the followiiij.; coinpaiative statement of

tiie number of these lish oiitained on the Colnnd)ia Kiver, with all forms of apparatus

and with gill nets alone, during the period of live years beginning 1889:

sialemenl of the total iiumhri- »/ chiiiook aalmnii tidrn on the Coliimbiii liini- from tS89 to IS9,1, with

the iiiimher and percintaiie uf thoae niiii/hi with ijxll ntt>.

TMr.

1889.
1890.
1891.
1K)2.
1893.

Total
catch.

772, 425
942. HH
Wl. 779
91B, KM
872.:il7

Total
I

4.468,238

uninotoatoli.

Number.

478, Of.7

580,871
657, l:i3

,'>7K, 912
544,984

2,839,997

Percent-
age.

61.90
61.61
6tt. 18
63 14
62. 48

63.56

The employment of snudlnieshed gill nets has of late been increasing, and in

l>lt4 was more extensive 'an ever before. The regular mesh of salmon gill nets is

"<^ to J)J inches, while the nailer-meshed nets which have been coming into use have
a 7 inch mesh.

The principal reason for the increa.se in the nse of sniall-meshed nets has been

tin; change in basis for selling the catch elfected in 18!);i. Prior to that time the

gill net fishermen were paid so much pei fish rogardlesa of size, although two lish

under a given weight (22 pounds) were re<|nired to count as one full sized tish. The


