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LETTER OF GENERAL HARNEY.

Headquarters, Department of Oreo ox.

Fort Vancouver, W. T., June 3, 185l>.

Sir :—I have the honor to inclose, for the infor-

mation of the general-in-chief, an interesting report

from the Kev. P. J. De Sraet, describing the country

of upper Washington Territory, in the vicinity ot

the Rocky Mountains, now occupied by various

Indian tribes.

This report is valuable from the rare advantages

Father De Sraet possessed for many years, in his

position as missionary among those tribes, to obtain

accurate information of the country ; and his purity

of character will always give respect and importance

to his statements.

The description he gives of the upper Clarke's

Fork, the St. Mary's or Bitter Root valley, the

valley of Hell's Gate Fork, the upper valleys on the

headwaters of Beaver River, and the Koetenay coun-

try, in connection with his suggestion of collecting

the remnants of the Indian tribes in Orcircn and

Washington Territories in that region upon a suit-

able reservation, is well worthy the serious consid-

eration of the Government.

The country spoken of v\ill not be occupied by


