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the vastly superior allied forces. The battle

of the Falkland Islands, redeeming the defeat

at Coronel, proved the wide rtuige of action of

fast cruisers based on European waters, while

on the other hand the raids of the Emden
proved the need of cruisers for defence on

every sea; and the exploits of the Sydnty,

sister ship of Canada's unbuilt Bristols, ended

all talk of tin-pot navies. The lessons of the

war as to ships and weapons and strategy

were all important for the reconsideration of

the question. Still more vital for the decision

as to this and weightier matters were the

secrets the future held as to the outcome of the

war, as to the future alignmmt of nations,

and, above all, as to the possibility of building

up some barrier against the madness, the

unspeakable sufferings, and the blind, ehaotic

wastes of war, more adequate than the secret

diplomacy, the competitive armaments, and
the shifting alliances of the past. '-- -'^ ^ ^ 1
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