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Orders of knif^lrhodd, fortunately, are not the only ties that bind

us to the Mother Country. There is stil! tiuother left to us. " If

an Englishman/' says Sir George Cornewall Lewis, " is to preserve

a vestige of sympathetic Reeling towards his own countrymen as

such, he should cortaii 'v never see them out of England." Colonial

ciiticism is evidently assumed to be more lenient ; and the British

Government therefore entrusts to an appreciative people an

"Englishman out of England '^—a Governor-General. The ordeal

which awaits him is a very easy one, for the amenities of a cen-

tury of British diplomacy have developed in us " sympathetic feel-

ings " that are wanting in Englishmen themselves, and that are

almost equal to any trial. His duties, which are light, are to draw

the large salary which we supply, and to jiraetise among us the

frugal virtues of official seclusion. Ke has to disqreetly temper all

exuberance of loyalty on our part—a difficult tnsk, for colonial

loyalty has an embarrassing exuberance, and a vitality that defies

control. Nothing apparently can kill it. It thrives on exile and

starvation. Snubl»ing, patronizing, and neglect only call forth its

energies and its gratitude; and cold water cannot drown it. But

its patience, like that of a long-sutfering, and long-eared animal,

may be overtaxed, and some slight tact is needed in silencing and

repressing, and especially in killing it.

We are therefore occasionally reminded, in a very affiible way,

that when we wish to change our allegiance (alliance, or allies, or

whatever we may wish it to be), no difficulty whatever will be thrown

in our way. It is not a hint for us to go, for that would be inhospi-

table and unkind. We are merely now and then shown ihe door,

to convince us tliat it is not locked, and to make us feel at home.

The least return we can make for such distinguished courtesy

would be to reciprocate the compliment. We prefer to compensate

him with the more substantial, and probably not less accepuable

reward of $50,000 a year, being double the salary that is paid to

the President of the United States. He would, however, be a bold

man, who would, for live times that amount, venture to play the


