
GERMAN CONQUEST OF ENGLAND IN 187o.
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the Prime Minister said that this was the exact quota

wanted to put the defences of the country on a sound

footing. Then the shipbuilding that began 1 Iron-clads,

despatch boats, gunboats, monitors—every building yard

in tlie country got its job, and they were offering ten

shillings a day wages for anybody who could drive a rivet.

This didn't improve the recruiting, you may suppose. I

rem'^mber, too, there was a squabble in the House of

Commons about v/hether artisans should be drawn for the

ballot, as they were so mu«^h wanted, and I think they

got an exemption. This sent numbers to the yards ; and

if we had had a couple of years to prepare, instead of a

couple of Aveeks, I daresay we should have done very

well.

It was on a Monday that the declaration of Vv'ar was

announced, and in a few hours we got our first inkling of

the sort of preparation the^nemy had made for the event

which they had really brought about, although the actual

declaration was made by us. A pious appeal to the God

of Battles, whom it was said we had aroused, was tele-

graphed back ; and from tliat moment all commu'acation

with the north of Europe was cut off. Our embassies and

legations were packed off at an hour's notice, and it was

as if we had suddenly come back to the middle ages.

The dumb astonishment visible all over London the next

morning, when the papers came out void of ne^ "s, merely

hinting at what had happened, was one of the most

startling things in this war of surprises. But everything

had been arranged beforehand; nor ought we to have

been surprised, for we had seen the same Power, only a

few months before, move down a half a million of men,


