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•titliur ill Huiling or rowing, tliu ^a\\ would bo kept front iill ri^U of

HuAoring froiii liio sni), iukI if a boat-hook or boom wcru placed

foru mid iil\ uiidur it, tlicy would bo protected botli from ruin nnd

uuu vvuter until rundy for lit^livery. Tliuse preeautiona would not

only prcsnrvo the liah in prime condition till tho curing process

hIiouUI commence, hut tho bout^s crow would fnid their ni^count in

attending to them, from the great Having of time and labour which

would thuij bo stMuired to thutn on their landing. Thuii a crew

wiM':h might reach tho nhore at 8ix o'cU.v:k, a. m., :vith u large

tako of hc>rringr4, having; thiMr nets all shal^en, and tho fish ready

for immcdiato removal, might land, spread thoir nets, or hang

them on tho drying poles, and, in ordinary circiiin<'tancoa, they

might liivo their fwli delivered by ten o'clock, get themselvoH

wuslind, and tako (heir victuals, and tlion go to bed p.ud ;^>lcep

<;omfortnbly for four or livo hours, after which they wool J have

ample time t > mend their nets, and to carry thcin down to tho

bort, go as to bo ready to proceed to tho fisheiy, full of ih.il

atr;inglh, vigour, ;\tid energy necessary to prosecute it succossfully,

whilst other tishermen, on the contrary, who have had similar

success, but who may have hauled their nets •vithout shaking the

tiili out vS them, have all this to do after reaching the harbour,

and that with much ditliculty, for it is often found to bo so impossi-

ble to draw the n(!ls from under the fish, that tlioso on the top rc-

juiro to bo shovelled to another part of tho boat, or landed, before

all the net? can be got out, tho elfects of all which on fish caught

•luritig tho hotter months may be easily inutginecl. Hut as regards

tho tishf'rtnfii themselves, from all these dilliculties, the tlay is fur

spent before tho tish are delivered, and the nets all spread out or

hun^ up, sD tliat before they have reacheil home, washed and had

food, there is no time left for sleep, or for mending their nets, and

tho preparation for the ensuinj^ night's fishery is begun without be-

fitting energy. Such crews, too, often arrive so late at the fishing

ground from these f^auses,that they cannot easily find a clear berth

to shoot their nets in ; and when they do obtain it, no sooner arc the

nets fairly (»ut of tho boat than the men are asleep, or at all events

ihoy art! so fitigued from want of rest, that they have not courage

to haul their nets, so as to change their ground if necesaary, and to

take a second -shot, and therefore, they tbns too often return dis-

appointed.


